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Abstract:

This research seeks to bring to light the two types of images Al-
Maghut draws of people in his poetry: the images he draws of himself
and of others. This has been chosen as the main subject of this
dissertation for many reasons: first, Al-Maghut's prose deals closely with
human issues, using the first-person narrative technique; second, there
have not been any available dissertations or books tackling this subject

yet.

The dissertation consists of four chapters. The first chapter tries to
figure out the material and spiritual sides of Man presented by and
through religion, science and literature. The second chapter presents the
image Al-Maghut draws of himself. In this chapter, we can see the
innovative character of this poet and how it is greatly affected by the
childhood and the years of prison he experienced. Here, we come across:
the image of a rebellious man searching for freedom, the image of a
homeless primitive man, the image of a man overcome by sadness, and
the image of a man overwhelmed by fear. The third chapter brings to light
some of the images he presents of other people in his poetry: the image of
the politician, the image of women, and the image of the educated. The
image of the politicians is presented through the study of the miserable,
the study of the political leader Joseph Stalin and the study of the
journalist Elias Massuh. By the images of women, we can see both the
physical and the spiritual sides of women depicted. Al-Maghut tries also
to draw a image of the educated through representing the figures of three
poets: Nizar Qabbani, Badr Shaker al-Sayyab and Mamduh Odwan. The
fourth chapter, however, deals with the artistic devices used by al-Maghut

for drawing such images of people in his poetry.



Indeed, this study shows us al-Maghut as an effective poet who has
added much to the human literature. He depicts the life of people and tries

to dig deep into their inner feelings.
By the end of our research, we come to these conclusions:

e Man must live free and make sense of his life through hard work,
which shall help him know a lot of people and make the concept of
immortality of reputation prevail over the concept of death of body.

e We have looked into the innovative, honest character of Al-Maghut.
Both the experiences of his childhood and the prison-time affected the
expression of his inner feelings.

e Al-Maghut was a person who adored his country so much and who
was willing, at all times, to sacrifice his soul for it, but, at the same
time, he was against those who were ruling it. He was against any
power that tyrannizes its people and brings all kinds of crises to it. So,
Al-Maghut's search for freedom symbolizes the tyranny people were
subjected to in their own countries by the political ruling powers.

e Al-Maghut's unsatisfaction with his society is very apparent in his
poetry. We can see it, in his poetry, through the effort he makes to go
back to the primitive life as an attempt to go away from the triviality
and materiality of life of the city and its social relationships. This
does not mean, however, that Al-Maghut is against civilization, which
brings both cultural and educational developments to society.

e Sadness in Al-Maghut's life has both personal and general causes.
The general causes, represented by the miserable state in his country
and the crises it has gone through, cannot be separated from the
personal causes; imprisonment and deaths of some people dear to

him.



e Al-Maghut is always on the side of the poor against all that causes
their misery. In his poetry, they can be seen as a symbol of tyranny
and miserable life. That is why Al-Maghut tries to help them and to
show them as human beings who have the right for a better life.
However, he does not give effective solutions. He only keeps
indicating that revolution is the solution to all their problems.

e There is some kind of inconsistency in the description Al-Maghut
gives of Joseph Stalin. On the one hand, Al-Maghut appreciates his
strength that enabled him to reach the power, but, on the other hand,
he hates the too much shedding of blood during the revolution he led,
and that is why, he describes this revolution as an aimless, nasty
revolution.

e His "A Deferred Lament", through which he draws a image of the
journalist Elias Massuh and which shows the close relationship
between him and this journalist, is the only lament that can be added
to the world laments.

e A woman means many things for him; she stands for beauty and
desire. She is also a wife, a mother and a daughter. However, Al-
Maghut, only in one poem, tries to tackle the problems of women
through telling the story of a woman called Mary who is derived to be
a whore because of the meanness and evilness of the society she lives
in. However, a woman also stands for Homeland, safety and freedom,
which can be seen through some of the lines he wrote talking about
love and its great effect on our lives.

e Al-Maghut's poems depicting some of the educated figures may be
described as presenting a kind of civilized conversations. He, while

talking about the educated, emphasizes the following points:



» The educated poet is supposed to give an opinion, through his
poetry, about all the social, cultural, educational and human
problems and issues. However, he is not supposed to be a
super-hero.

= People who have to do with the cultural and educational affairs
in the government should always have the relationship between
the educated and their readers into consideration and should
also support them through awarding them money and
expressing appreciation.

= Literary works written by the educated will prove eternal and
imperishable in spite of all the difficulties they may face.

e The artistic devices used by Al-Maghut for drawing this images of
people in his poetry are stunning. They can also be said to be material
in the sense that they are based on describing things through using
personification. So, the material and the spiritual are always together
in Al-Maghut's poetry. He also uses many surrealistic expressions that
are remarked with great revolutionary, change-seeking exaggeration
that goes beyond reason.

Finally, we can say that Al-Maghut is a really innovative, honest and

ethical poet whose poetry is a great addition to both old and

contemporary poetry. He is a poet who deals with human issues and tries
to explore all kinds of human feelings, making us surrounded by nothing

but beauty, surprise and admiration while reading his poetry.



