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Sibawaih and Phonological Change in Arabic Consonants and Vowels
L Khalil*

Abstract

Ancient Arab grammarians studied the influence of speech sounds on each other in the process of
communication. The contribution of Sibawaih in this field has been acknowledged by several Arabs and
orientalists. The views which Sibawaih expressed in his work “The Book” call for many studies.

This research is just an attempt to highlight Sibawaih’s views pertaining to the influence of speech sounds
on each other in words and sentences.

His knowledge of the characteristics of Arabic sounds in terms of place and manner of articulation helped
him a lot in explaining the sound changes resulting from the influence of sounds on each other. That is why

Sibawaih devoted a whole chapter of the book to explaining these changes.

* Dept of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan. Received on 13/2/2001 and Accepted for Publication on
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