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ABSTRACT

Khalaf Al-Ahmar, a man from pharghan, was brought
up in the city of Al-Basra (2nd century, A. H), where he
devoted himself to the study of Arabic Tanguage and
Titerature and set out to forge links with the sources
of the Arabic language, poetry and the chronicles of
earlier days. He frequented the assemblies of thegreat
intellects of the day, such as Abu "“Amr ibn Al-'Alaa’,
Younis ibn Habib and " Issa ibn 'Omar Al-Thagafy, met
with the tribe's men who came to the city market Al-
Merbed' was in regular attendance at Al-Merbad forum
which stood in high repute as a literary centre, because
it provided a common ground on which seekers of knowledge

could meet with the bedouin, the " Arab and the poets,

Khalaf ATl-Ahmar emerged from this literary milleu
as the foremost reciter of verses in his time. His mentor
as well as his main source as a reater of verses was the
well-known Hammad- Al-Rawiyah ( the reciter). He also
profited from his contacas with some of the Arab tribes
who come to Basra, and who were transmitters of the
Arabic tradition of Pre-Islamic poetry. This made it
possible for him to gain insights into the act of Arabic
poetry -~ so much s0 that it was said that he was the most
judicious critic of a line of verse, thereby deservedly
occupyling a foremost place in literary criticism. Poets
resorted to him for counsel about the verses they had

penned,
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In spite of his prestiglous position, Khalaf's
integrity as a reciter of pre-Islamic poetry was called
in question. This involved a number of issuse, foremost
among which was the authenticity of the verses Khalaf
ascribed to the Pre-Islamic period. He was accused of
which he was the author to Pre-Islamic poets. That was a
serious issue which was aggravated by the passage of
time and is a bone of contention in our time. A number
of orientalists and Arab scholars were promted to examine
the charges fevelled against the reciters of Pre-Islamic

verses and Khatlaf was naturally compromised.

In this thesis I have attempted to put in focus
Khalaf questionable position by thrashing out the verses

that either confirm the charges or refute them.

In those verses he was such an accurate imitator
that he almost concealed the features of modernity which
only came into the ofen when he touched on the features
of the modern cultural milieu in which he moved at

Al-Basra,

The second issue relates to Khalaf the critic as
he took precedence over all the scholars of his age.
If was said that he taught Al-Asmai' the art of peetry
criticism., Khalaf did conceive of criticism as a craft.
He Tikened the critic to the cashier who is knowledgeable

about coins, On this basis, Khalaf was recognized as a
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judge of the contemporary poetry and poets submitted their

poetry to him for scrutiny.

That is not the whole story. Khalaf's critical
position was ahead of his age. He did not adopt the
principle of putting one poet before another as was the
common practice in his time. He claimed that common
consent about the qualifies of the greatest of poets, as

bout the fairest of women is wellnigh impossible.

He had, bowever, to suecumb to some of the
cossent critical a tandaras. For example, he swamwith
the current when he set old poetry above the modern
without providing evidence of when. He claimed that
a specific line of verse was the best of its kind or
when he made inadequate value judgements. If was also

one of his idiosynerasies to correct verses when he

thought fit.

His place as a poet almost equals his place as a
critic. It was said that he was the most poetical of

the scholars and the most scholarly of he poets.

The greatest portion of his poetry was descriptive,
and he went to great lengths in the description of snakes,

scorptions and venomous insects.

He was a satires - a malicious satirist, and used
the immense resources of the Arabic language of which he
was a master to draw amusingly animated sketches of his
adversaries. He even Tashed at them with abscenities
unaceptable to social norms. A lost diwan of his full of

the same brand of obsenties was handed down to his

disciple Abu Al-Nawas. 3
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The picture is rendered incomplete if itomits the
fact that he was a first-class linguist and grammarian.
He played a vital role in elucidating the meanings of

so many obscure lexical items. An Introduction to grammar,

edited by professor Ezz. Adden Al-Tunukhi was cliaimed to
be his, but I have called in question this daim for several
reasons which persuaded me that the book belongs to a later

date,

To wind of my conciusion is that the man in question
who is a non-Arab managed in virtue of individual self-
exertion to occupy an eminent place amongst the Arabs,
making up for what he considered to be the shortcoming of
being a non-Arab. That was the rational for making him

the subject of this thesis.
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