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ABSTRACT

Optimality Theory: An applied study on Arabic language

syntactic aspects

This research aims to introduce the Arabic reader to the Optimality
Theory, which is one of the modern linguistic theories that lie under the
Universal Grammar umbrella. This theory became well recognized when
it was introduced by Alan Prince & Paul Smolensky in 1993 and developed
afterwards by Prince & McCarthy. OT pays great attention to the concept
of “constraint”, as it sees that grammar consists of a set of universal
constraints, which are violable and highly conflicting. In the principle of
work, this theory is based on the principles of comparison between options
to select the optimal option that satisfies the largest number of possible
constraints.

In our endeavor to introducing OT to the Arabic-speaking scientific
environment, we will invest the renewed scientific knowledge in modern
linguistics, and at the same time we will employ in this work the traditional
Arabic grammatical approaches related to the hierarchical principles and
constraints, while following the Hypothetic deductive method.

To achieve that, this research will be divided to two sections; the
first section being theoretical; includes the first and second chapters, in
which we will talk about the origins and principles of OT, and the
constraints on the Arabic Case Theory. The second section on the other
hand is practical; includes the third and fourth chapters, in which we will
approach the structures of Al-ishtigaal and Attanazu§ from an optimal

perspective.
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:L:Jlfd\

[ e 0] (7)
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oAl el o (@Al 138 deany VS CBLasil sy Jean 33 (3,2l AL

.(Grimshaw, 1997) g zla)) S

21



S GAL BLEN ) 25l G deasd ) M 8 ) gy
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(1998, 2
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138 a3 AelilaaY) Ll GIGED agghe aladiuly Zadl) alghll s
dchse chli) o Al At e degene o A8 Anldje L)l 73l
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Giang Ly ¢Bhaliiel 05 Y JEY) 138 O V) ¢ AT gise ) aige o0 JiY)
GsS AT e (3% il (L) Blela tie (e fal) pa3l) lanis Gl
Byl Alaall (LaY) Gl celld e Jhe L ladl 3 03al e Biaad
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ke b Q] il el
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$38 O Apad) Aleall b Jelin agag ) La il o Ganag L iy e )
~Aglaally 4530
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tlaala By 4570 a8 XS By ((gamnll [adaie adge algdin) aul 35
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2 gy VI tianell bl 8 dge S alll i a8 2 5Lal) e U
G S L il Ba (68 oY Aadall sl e DLl 138 Sag cdislal
AN B oY (Y1 daAll dadiye Leleay cosill (e a8 Gl 383 Y Ly 35ag
25ll g gy iy agles ARG ) bl Al desead i)
JPATRPN Jiaw odled

Agylaall a8 << A3l a8 << LBl dala) 28 (9)
: (Grammaticality) disalll 5.7.1
La @3 o Ganag < (ggn oal (ol (g9 0S5 Al 13] dleadl ) il oS d35al)
e (e gt e LEST iee 28 08 Jeal) (anad ¢ ae 2k Lag e (5o O

Tesasl Wla L) 2aad 55 * (10)
A Gl 4B e (ot e IS el oDlel J) ) 3
pads Lo lld e e (e 28 Y LI Ligad Jos Sllin (5% 5 Jilaall g
:(Chomsky, 1957,17)

(11) [Colorless green ideas sleep furiously].

O3 g (Gl HUD e slins 23a "Gond asgie O ) L s o 3 Vs
ol 3 oallly Gl Clgall asgie ian diiaY) Ayl el b ¢ad

Ol e sed oall Wbl chlally 2l mag ol (gl gal
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relly e g Al bl 5ol ey had) cilaly Sudl) e Lgs e
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(1997
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ol LYY g 8 lad) Jid) 8 dealall S agiall J35 of i
SN dasg el e A5 a8 G il 14 JBa b Lual i
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