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Abstract

the Semantics of Lexical Items And its Impact on Answering the Arab Modernists
(Structuralism as an Example) Prepared by: Riham Taim. Supervised by: Prof. Dr.
Abdula Al saleh

This research has been conducted to prove that the science of the Fundamentals of
Jurisprudence , in general, and the semantical research, in particular, has the initiative and an
exceptional theory in analyzing contexts. This theory or view shows the accordance and
congruity with the nature and peculiarity of the Qur’anic and Prophetic discourses. The research
shows the definition and methods of identifying the semantics of the lexicons according to the
scholars of the Fundamentals of Jurisprudence. Moreover, the researcher explains how
distinguished such discourses are through crystallizing clearly the concordance, harmony and the
overlapping among the elements of analyzing these discourses. These elements are set and
regulated by the scientists in a way that insures analyzing contexts without any assumptions or
prejudice to the discourse of Shari’a.

The motive behind conducting this study is the increasing calls among a number of Arab
Modernists to adopt Western originated approaches and schools of criticism to analyze and
understand the Qur’anic discourse and the Islamic thought in general. This research has been
done to explain the facts about Modernism that has been called for, clarifying the reasons behind
the confusion of understanding this expression and among other expressions. Furthermore, the
researcher mentions briefly the reasons and the history of the appearance of Modernism in the
Arab Islamic World. Talking about the classifications of the Arab thinkers who call for
Modernism, the researcher chooses one of Modernism approaches which is the Structuralism
Approach of Criticism to clarify and point out how inapplicable and insufficient such approaches
are not only by principle but also by practice and regulation. The focal point upon which these
approaches have depended is the consideration of the origins of languages from a philosophical
view. According to these approaches, it was concluded that languages are originally arbitrary not
systematic, that is why the discourses and contexts were analyzed and studied not by the
linguistic structuring of the lexicons but by the morphological and grammatical relations of the
lexicons in addition to other linguistic principles. Such approaches deny the role of the listener or
reader to derive and infer the collocations of the meanings of the lexicons. Furthermore, these
approaches not only pay no attention to the ‘usage’ of the language but also restrict that ‘usage’
to periods of time not to historical periods which means ignoring the practice and convention of
the Arabs whom the Qur’an was revealed at their time. In addition, these approaches drop and
leave out the intention of the speaker.

The researcher follows the Induction in studying the books of the scholars of the
Fundamentals of Jurisprudence to clarify their semantical approach. Moreover, the researcher
studies books of Modern Criticism specially about Structuralism in order to analyze and clarify
points of inapplicability and insufficiency of adopting Structuralism to analyze and study the
Qur’anic discourse.

Keywords: Semantics, Fundamentals of Jurisprudence, Modern Thinking, Literary Criticism,
Structuralism.
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