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Abstract 

 

The field, which this study belongs, is the structuralist criticism of Arabic Novel in 

the last quarter of the 20th century. It is a new field and is worth studying as it addresses 

mainly the applied aspect of this criticism through ten published and circulated books. 

Chapters were based on the following questions: 

 

Why did the critic choose structuralism method? How was his interpretation of his 

conceptions, targets, and critical functions? What were his practical steps in analyzing 

Novel on two levels, namely story level and  discourse level? What conclusions did he 

draw? 

 

 Those questions have led to our dividing our research to an introduction, four 

chapters and a conclusion.  

 

 The first chapter deals with the theoretical aspect, while the second deals with the 

critic’s methodological steps in analyzing story’s level, through what used to be 

finishes with certain conclusions and recommendations: called “Narrative Grammar”. 

The third chapter deals with Novel’s discourse. 
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The fourth chapter deals with saeed Yakteen’s “Analyzing Novel’s discourse”by over 

viewing and criticizing the book, considered one of the best Criticizing projects of the 

Arabic structuralism. 

 

 The research 

 

- Critic’s interpretation of structuralism concepts is not  equaled with his enthusiasm 

for adapting it. 

  

- Critics didn’t reach results and conclusions that is in accordance with his ambitions 

or with the aims of methodology. 

 

- Unclearness of the characteristics of Arabic novel, rarely was he able to understand 

its structure. 

 

- Critic didn’t manage to improve or develop supposed method or adapt it with the 

characteristics of Arab novel. 

 

- Second generation of the researchers was rather weak because they weren’t able to 

take advantage of first generation’s mistakes, also for departing from fundamental 

resources. 

 

-  Scarcity of critical criticism was behind this weak ness. 

 

- Critics should keep-up with Arabic texts to draw appropriate method, as methods 

are drawn from these texts, not borrowed. 
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