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Abstract
The Autobiography in Arabic literature
A study of Autotiographical works by Fadwa Tuqan,
Jabra 1. Jabra and Ihsan Abbas.

By
Tahani Abdel Fattah Shaker

Supervisor
Professor: Ibrahim Sa’afin

~This thesis aims at studying “The art of autobiography written by well-
known figures: Fadwa Tukan, Jabra I. Jabra and Thsan Abbas.

Apart of an Introduction, the thesis consists of four chapters. The
Introduction deals with definition of the art of the autobiography, and tries to
follow its rise and development,

In order to analyze the forementiond works, the thesis chose the inter-
deciplinary approach to enable the researcher to use certain human and social
knowledges in studying these important works.

The first chapter deals with the first volume of Fadwa Tukans
autobioghraphy “Mountainous trip- difficult trip”, and the second volume “the
most difficult trip”. The first one use a remarkable figurative language, where the
writer’s character has been affected with the events carried out by other
characters in the autobiography. I have singled out the important role of both time
and place; Time is a destructive power, while place restraind her to a great extent.
The second volume of her autobiography has witnessed some weakness with
comparison with the first volume in language and characterization.

As for the first volume of Jabra’s autobiography “The first Well”, the

writer benefited from his figurative language as a poet in description, portraying,
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and characterization, while the writer depends in the second volume “Princesses
Street” on different modes of style closed, some how, to every-day speach.

The writer’s character appears as a central and core character. He
benefited from his very rich experience in such characterization. Jabra was
talented figure where he used all his in writing.

The third chapter has been devoted for studying Ihsan Abbas’s
autobioghraphy “Sheperds allienation”. The autobiography has revealed a
character of a scholar who is shy, humble and continent. His character, on the
contrary of Jabra’s, is not central. Although he suffered, in his late yeares, from
sickness and old age weakness difficulties, he still abe to be optemistic to some
extent. His language, in his autobioraphy is closed to every day language, so as to

be familiar to the avarage reader.
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