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The obbosing dualities in contradictions of Jareer, Alfarazdaq and Alkhtal and
there effect on the conveuance of the poetic meaning

DR. Abdulrahman A. Karam Addeen
Assistant professor
Alimam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, College of Arabic
Department of literature
Ismael663@hotmail.com

Abstract. This study attempts to go beyond the general surface comparison in poetic contradiction to
deep meanings which called " obbosing dualities,” these meanings depend on background of poet
religious, social, historical, and general cultural. He also employs the contradicting meanings in such a
way that fits the nature of the dual conflict on which these contradictions are based. Again he makes use
of techniques that enhance the addressee to appreate what he reads or hears.
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Abstract. The Number has not got attention from the Error Analysis researchers, in spite of its
importance in Arabic language. It causes a big problem for both Arabic native speakers and non- native
Arabic speakers alike. The non-native Arabic speakers are suffering many difficulties in mastering
complex number and different rules, including rules consistent and different with limited recall gender-
neutral language and discrimination. The outcome showed that the causes of errors were varied, such as:
mother tongue interference, inherent difficulty of the Arabic language, overgeneralization,
hypercorrection, ignorance of rule restrictions, incomplete application of rules, and the text book. There
was overlap between these causes where one error may be due to more than one cause at the same time.
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Abstract. The current study investigating: the differences between males and females in both forgiveness
and conflict management strategies on a sample from the Faculty of Education, Al-Menia University , the
relationship between forgiveness and conflict management strategies , and the differences between low
and high scorers on the forgiveness scale. The sample of the study comprised of 235 male and female
students aged 18-20 years with an age average 19,22, and standard deviation 0.596. The tools of the study
utilized to fulfill the aims of the study were forgiveness scale, and conflict management strategies scale.
The study ended with the following results :

1. There has been statistically significant differences at (0.01) between males and females in
forgiveness in favor of females.

2. There has been statistically significant differences at (0.01) between males and females in three
dimensions of conflict management strategies; equivalence, cooperation, and avoidance, in favor of
females.

3. There has been statistically significant differences at (0.01) between males and females in other
dimensions of conflict management strategies; confront and control , in favor of males.

4. There has been a statistically significant positive correlation between forgiveness from one side
and the conflict management strategies of cooperation, equivalence, and avoidance from the other side.
On the other hand there has been a statistically significant negative correlation between forgiveness and
both confront and control strategies .

There has been statistically significant differences at (0.01) between high scorers and low scorers
on the forgiveness scale in three dimensions of conflict management strategies; equivalence, cooperation,
and avoidance, in favor of high scorers. On the other hand, low scorers on the forgiveness scale
outperformed high scorers in conflict and control dimensions at a statistically significant difference
(0.05)..
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The Theoretical bases and Empirical Indicators of
Social Quality: An Exploratory Study

DR. Hamdy Aly Ahmed Aly
Assistant Prof. of Sociology — Qassim University

(Received 9/9/1431H; accepted for publication 15/2/1432H)

Abstract. The aim of this study — in terms of Exploratory research Model — is introduce a clear and
comprehensive exposition for Nature and importance of social quality as a new sociological concept.
Social Quality can be use as analyitical tool and Methodological framework for evaluate of social policy.
It introduce a new vision for integrative and cohesive society. It a normative guidline for formulation
social policy. It consists of a group of theoretical dimensions and Emperical indicators for description and
explanation of Quality of life in a society as all.

This study depended on litereture review for studies , essays and scientific periodicals — as a
procedure of exploratory studies — related of social Quality.

Keywords: Social Quality — Social Cohesion — Social Inclusion — Social Empowerment — Socio —
Economic Security.
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An Evaluative Study of the Two Community Colleges at Qassim University
Based on the Perceptions of Faculty Members, Teaching Assistant and
Students, and suggestions for Development

DR. Gamal Ragab Muhammad Abdel-Hasseib
Assistant Professor of Fundamentals of Education
Unaizah Community College, Qassim University

(Received 9/9/1431H; accepted for publication 15/2/1432H)

Abstract. This study aimed at identifying the philosophy of the two community colleges at Qassim
University, and investigating the actual reality in both colleges from the viewpoints of faculty members
and students. The study also tried to explore the difference between the responses of students and those of
faculty members to the two instruments of the study, identify problems in those colleges, and propose
suggestions for developing them.

The descriptive method was used to achieve the purpose of this study. Two questionnaires were
developed and used in the first semester of the academic year (1431/1432 A. H. — 2010/2011). The first
instrument was administered to 51 faculty members in those faculties (% 96.2 of the total population),
while the second instrument was administered to 310 students (%28. 2 of the total population).

Results showed that faculty members’ responses were moderate on two dimensions (human and
material resources, and academic programs), and low on the other dimensions. There were no significant
differences between faculty members due to the two variables of academic position and department, while
there were significant differences due to the college variable, in favor of Buraidah Community College.
Results also showed that students’ responses were moderate on two dimensions (admission, and academic
programs), and low on the other dimensions. There were no significant differences between students due
to the two variables of academic program and study level, whereas there were significant differences due
to the college variable, in favor of Buraidah Community College. The study also proposed some
suggestions for making the role of community colleges at Qassim University more effective.
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Abstract. Orality is of a great importance in the Arab civilization which relies heavily on the oral
tradition. The oral character of this civilization is better seen in its literary production. We chose to look
at the anecdote through the angle of orality. Our interest in the anecdote is not due only to its being an old
literary genre which has not received the right attention from the part of researchers. Rather, we would
like to revisit the idea which sees the anecdote as ‘the product of the lips' and that it is one of the most
oral genres in literary prose.

The present work includes four parts and a conclusion. In the first part, “introduction”, we expose
the orality and codification and define literary anecdote. The second part deals with the characteristics of
orality in tale. The third part focuses on the characteristics of orality at the discourse level. In the fourth
part, we look at the relationship between orality and codification.

In tale, literary anecdote is characterized by a simple structure and is basically a story of utterances
produced by typical characters. Its short events usually take place in a city setting. It is the product of the
presence of spirit, improvisation, and listening. It is also characterized by concision in expressions and, at
the same time, density in meaning. It also invokes the ease of the expression and the clarity of
communication. The literal anecdote is not restricted to in its production to the content of the utterance.
Instead, it makes use of the sonority of the vowels which are truncated by rhythm or realized through case
marking. The anecdote is generally reported with no mention of the source because its purpose is not to
target truth, rather it attempts at entangling the listener in a web of illusion and weirdness.

Literary anecdote, on the other hand, requires an actor and a spectator. It is, thus, a theatrical
production difficult to report via writing and speaking which can only be achieved through attendance.
Movement, as well as allure, gestures, and the situational context are of great importance in transmitting
the anecdote and in human communication.

Although this research tries to investigate the role of orality in the literary anecdote by using a
written text, our approach could not escape the bias of some writing processes. Our task is made even
more difficult when dealing with technical issues related to orality.



Guidelines for Authors
I. Manual of Style

a) Types of material:
1. Research and study: An original work by the author(s) which will add new types of knowledge to the various fields at the
college.
2. Paper/Article: Papers that provide criticism and analysis for previously published papers and books, in addition to
scientific theses.
3. Scientific innovations and patents.
4. Correspondence, which include scientific opinions and research suggestions.

b) Conditions:
1. The paper must be innovative, scientific, well typed and in good style.
2. The paper must not be previously published, or sent to another press.
3. All received papers are to be refereed.

c¢) Instructions:

1. The author must provide a request to publish his paper.

2. The paper can be re-published under a written permission by the Editor-in-Chief.

3. The author must provide three hardcopies and an electronic copy of is paper. In addition, the author must provide an
Arabic and an English abstract for his paper, each of which not exceeding 200 words.

4. The paper must include the title of the paper, the author's name, his address, his title and his affiliation on the first page
of the paper.

5. Footnotes must be mentioned in their respective pages.

6. References are to be mentioned in the main text in sequential numbers between square brackets according to the MLA
style.

a. Journals: References are to be mentioned in the main text in sequential numbers between square brackets. In the
reference list, the reference should start with the number in square brackets, followed by the author's last name,
his first name or initials, title of the article/paper (between quotation marks), title of the journal (in italic), volume
number, issue number, year of publication (between brackets), and then the page numbers.

Example: [1] Smith, John A. "The Internet: Its advantages and Disadvantages." Journal of
Computer Sciences, Vol. 10, No. 2, (2002), 12-33.

. Books: References are to be mentioned in the main text in sequential numbers between square brackets. In the
reference list, the reference should start with the number in square brackets, followed by the author's last name,
his first name or initials, title of the book (in italic), city of publication, the publisher, and then the year of
publication.

Example: [2] Marks, David S. The World of the Internet. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999.
If the reference in the main text is previously mentioned, the author should the number of the reference followed by the
page numbers (e.g. [14, pp. 31-45]). Abbreviations are not to be used in reference citations such as op. cit., ibid., etc.

7. Samples of the book figures are to be placed in their appropriate locations.

8. All figures and tables are to be attached with the paper (in an electronic copy and a hardcopy).

9. Tables and figures are to be numbered separately. Each table and figure must have a caption.

10. When mentioning foreign names in the paper, the names should be written in Arabic, followed by the name in English/Latin
letters between brackets. The name should be fully written when first mentioned in the paper.

11. The paper will be returned to the author, whether or not the paper is published.

12. The author will be given two copies of the journal, along with 20 copies of his paper free of charge.

13. The author must follow the corrections of the referees. In addition, the author must provide a justification for not
following a certain correction by the referees.

14. The papers published reflect the opinions of their authors.

o

II. Arbitration
All papers will be refereed according to the following:
1. The Editorial Board will choose four referees for the arbitration of each paper (three main referees and a substitute
referee).
2. The papers will not be published until they are approved by two specialized referees (one of them, at least, has to be
from outside the university).

Subscription and Exchange
Scientific Journal of Qassim University (Journal of Arabic and Human Sciences)
E-mail: qujahs@gmail.com




In The Name of ALLAH,
Most Gracious, Most Merciful






ngasslm @ Y

mversﬁq ’

Qassim University Scientific Publications

(Refereed Journal)

Volume (5) - NO.(1)

Journal of

ARABIC AND HUMAN SCIENCES

December 2011 — Muharram 1433H

Scientific Publications & translation



L3

Editorial Board

Chief Editor

Member Editors

Journal Secretary
Abdul Hamid Al-Othaim

Editorial Advisory Board

Prof. Ibrahim Mubarak Al-Jewaire (Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University)
(Social Sciences)

Prof. Saad Hamdan Al-Ghamdi (Um AlQura University)
(Syntax and Morphology)

Prof. Abdul Rahman Suliman Al-Turairi (King Saud University)
(Psychology)

Prof. Abdul Aziz Abdul Wahab Al-Babteen (King Saud University)
(Education)

Prof. Abdullah Hamd Al-Humeedan (King Saud University)
(Applied Linguistics)

Prof. Abdullah Yousuf Al-Shabal (Ex-President Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University)
(History)

Prof. Abdullah Yousuf Al-Ghuneem (Kuwait University)
(Geography)

Prof. Fakhar Al-Din Qabawa (Halab University)

(Linguistics)

& e

Deposif: 1429/2027




Journal of Arabic and Human Sciences
Qassim University, Vol. 5, No. 1, PP 1-316 for Ar., PP 1-33 foe En. (December 2011/Muharram 1433H)

Contents Page

English section

Saudi EFL Reading Teachers’ Pedagogical Beliefs and Practices: A
Qualitative Case Study

Dr L 2 2 e 1

“Are two better than one?” the impact of length of time spent in
kindergarten on pupils' mathematics achievement of primary school: a

case study of grade one pupils in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Dr. Samera Y. KAShKAIY ....cccciiiiieiiiie st see et e s e e e e et e et eesnaeeesnneeeennaeaenns 21

Arabic section

The obbosing dualities in contradictions of Jareer, Alfarazdaq and Alkhtal
and there effect on the conveuance of the poetic meaning (English

Abstract)
Dr. Abdulrahman A. Karam AJAEEN .......ccociiiiiiii e rtee e eee e e e e snae e 83

2 2 2 2 D 2 2 2 2 126

A Differentiating Study on forgiveness and Conflict Management
Strategies to a Sample from the Male and Female Students at the Faculty
of Education of Al-Menia University: From the Positive Psychology Vision

(English Abstract)
Dr. Ahmed Abd El-malek ANMEd .......cccviiiiiiiiiee e 178

The Theoretical bases and Empirical Indicators of Social Quality: An

Exploratory Study (English Abstract)
Dr. Hamdy Aly ANME ALY ..ot 217



Contents

An Evaluative Study of the Two Community Colleges at Qassim
University Based on the Perceptions of Faculty Members, Teaching
Assistant and Students, and suggestions for Development (English

Abstract)
Gamal Ragab Muhammad Abdel-HasSeib ...

Orality in Literary Anecdote (English Abstract)
Ali BEN HADID ADIG ..ot



Journal of Arabic and Human Sciences
Qassim University, Vol. 5, No. 1, PP 1-19. (Muharram 1433H/December 2011)

Saudi EFL Reading Teachers’ Pedagogical Beliefs and Practices: A Qualitative
Case Study

Abstract. The present study served as a preliminary investigation into the beliefs held by Saudi English-
as-a-Foreign Language (EFL) teachers regarding L2 reading instruction and comprehension. The study
also aimed to examine the relationship between teachers’ beliefs and their actual classroom practices, as
well as how teachers justify their instructional practices. Data collection methods included preliminary
interviews, classroom observations, and post-observation interviews. The findings indicated that teachers
hold a variety of beliefs that are constructed largely from their personal EFL learning experiences.
Specifically, all of the teachers held the notion that they can be role models for their students, especially
when they share many cultural, linguistic, and contextual characteristics with their students. Teachers also
had a number of disparate beliefs and instructional practices.

Keywords: teacher cognition; beliefs; reading comprehension; classroom practices.



1. Introduction

Teachers’ cognition—that is, what they know, believe, and think (Borg, 2003, p.
81)—has received increasing attention over the past 20 years in both mainstream
education and foreign/second language teaching research in diverse settings and
contexts (cf. Clark & Peterson, 1986; Pejares, 1992; Burns, 1992). The importance
of this type of inquiry has been based on the assumption that “beliefs can be the best
indicators of the decisions individuals make throughout their lives” (Pajares, 1992,
p. 307). Applying this assumption to the educational context, researchers argue that
focusing on teachers’ beliefs, assumptions, and personal theories should lead to a
better understanding of their behavior in the classroom and, in turn, better teaching
and learning (Clark & Peterson, 1986). Johnson (1994, p. 439) identifies three
fundamental assumptions in research on teachers’ beliefs:

First, teachers’ beliefs influence both perception and judgment which, in turn,
affects what teachers say and do in classrooms. Second, teachers’ beliefs play a
critical role in how teachers’ learn to teach, that is, how they interpret new
information about learning and teaching and how information is translated into
classroom practices. And third, understanding teachers’ beliefs is essential to
improving teaching practices and professional teacher preparation programs.

According to Richards and Lockhart (1994), teachers’ beliefs are formed
gradually and cumulatively. They are derived from six sources: (1) teachers’ prior
learning experience; (2) teachers’ experience regarding what works best; (3)
established practices within a school or institution; (4) personality factors; (5)
research-based principles; and (6) teaching approaches or methods. Prior learning
experiences seem to constitute the most significant part of teachers’ preconceptions
regarding teaching (Lortie, 1975).

Pre-teaching beliefs are often the most resistant to change (Clark & Peterson,
1986) and serve as a core reference point as teachers process new information and
teaching theories in teacher training courses (Borg, 2003). Hampton (1994) suggests
that some of these core beliefs are changeable, while others are “impermeable and
difficult or impossible to change” (p. 129). Changes in teachers’ beliefs can occur
through classroom experience and day-to-day interaction, especially among novice
and inexperienced teachers.

Several studies in foreign and second language (FL/L2) teaching have
examined the relationship between teachers’ beliefs and their instructional practices
(e.g., Basturkmen, Loewen, & Ellis, 2004). Some studies have attempted to explore
the impact of experience in shaping teachers’ cognition (e.g., Johnson, 1994), or
teachers’ beliefs about grammar teaching practices (e.g., Andrews, 1999; Borg,
1999, 2001). Collectively, these studies have shown that teachers’ practices in
FL/L2 teaching are shaped by a wide range of interacting and often conflicting
factors, and teachers’ cognition has the most powerful influence on their practices
(Borg, 2003, p. 91).

Despite the significance of reading as an important and fundamental skill of
language learning and teaching, only a handful of studies have investigated teachers’
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reading beliefs—particularly in the foreign language context. Moreover, most
existing studies have limited implications for understanding teachers’ cognition, as
they have not compared the teachers’ reported beliefs with their actual classroom
reading and teaching techniques (e.g., Meijer, Verloop, & Beijaard, 1999, 2001,
Tercanlioglu, 2001; EI-Okda, 2005). In the context of elementary schools in the US,
Richardson, Anders, Tidwell, & Lloyd (1991) compared the extent to which
teachers’ stated beliefs about the teaching of reading comprehension are correlated
with their observed classroom practices. Results showed consistency in the
teachers’ beliefs and practices. One exception, however, was observed in which one
teacher’s beliefs were often not consistent with her practices. To explain this case,
Richardson et al. suggested that the teacher was in the process of changing beliefs
and practices, but the changes in beliefs were preceding changes in practices.
Similar findings were reported in studies conducted in the EFL/ESL settings. For
example, Johnson (1992) found that the majority of English-as-a-second-language
(ESL) teachers who hold clearly defined theoretical beliefs about literacy provide
teaching practices consistent with their theoretical orientations. In Taiwan, Chou
(2008) also found no significant discrepancies between the stated beliefs of 42
university instructors about reading theories and their use of each reading approach.

However, a number of studies have found inconsistencies between stated
beliefs and practices in relation to reading instruction and comprehension. In the
context of high schools in the US, Graden (1996) examined the relationship between
the beliefs of six French and Spanish teachers with their classroom practices in
reading instruction. Although the teachers showed a general consistency in their
beliefs of effective reading instruction, their practices indicated inconsistencies in
significant areas. A recent study in Iran by Khonamri & Salimi (2010) similarly
found that the beliefs of 57 EFL high school teachers about reading strategies were
unrelated to their self reported classroom practice.

This apparent mismatch between teachers’ stated beliefs and practices has
been attributed by some researchers to the effect of particular situational constraints
(Borg, 2003; Basterkmen et al., 2004). Graden (1996), for example, identified three
factors that the teachers perceived to constrain their abilities to attend to their stated
beliefs and, in effect, affect their classroom practices: students’ lower level of
reading proficiency, time constraints, and lack of appropriate materials. These
findings suggest that the teachers’ choices to accommodate their students’
motivational needs can determine classroom practices more than their stated beliefs
about preferred and appropriate reading instruction.

Another line of research has highlighted the effect of teachers’ own
experiences of teaching and learning languages in shaping their beliefs about
reading instruction. Johnson’s (1992) study, cited above, found that teachers’
beliefs may stem from the methodological approaches that were prominent when
they began teaching. For example, she found that teachers with less experience in
teaching favor function-based approaches that became popular during the 1980s,
whereas more experienced teachers embrace skill-based approaches that were
prominent in the 1970s. In China, Li & Wilhelm (2008) report a case study



investigation of the differences in reading strategy instruction of the same reading
text between a more experienced teacher and a less-experienced one. The study
revealed that the more experienced teacher tended to be less aware of the nature of
reading processes and was generally in favor of a teacher-directed approach,
whereas the less-experienced teacher was more aware of integrating theory into
actual practice and taking a more learner-centered approach.

However, there has been a paucity of attention to specifically examine non-
native EFL teachers’ underlying beliefs in relation to their actual classroom
practices in teaching reading. Most of the above-mentioned studies have focused on
the beliefs of either native-speaker ESL teachers (Johnson, 1992) or high school
foreign language teachers in the US (Graden, 1996). As suggested by previous
research and calls by some researchers to focus more on non-native teachers (e.g.,
Cook, 1999), it therefore seems prudent to examine the extent to which non-native
teachers’ beliefs are influenced by their learning and teaching experiences,
particularly in a rather unexplored context like the Saudi EFL one. Moreover, there
is a need to explore the beliefs and actual classroom practices of less experienced
teachers to examine the possible processes Saudi language teachers go through over
time in developing their cognition and skills of teaching as a result of the exigencies
they encounter in their initial teaching experiences. Recognizing this gap, the study
reported below attempts to examine the Saudi EFL reading teachers’ pedagogical
beliefs and practices and find how they are influenced by the unique and different
contextual factors that they encountered in learning and teaching English. Such
investigation may ultimately lead to different beliefs and practices from those
observed in other contexts. The present study may also have useful implications for
in-service and pre-service teacher development programs.

2. The Present Study

2.1. Research Questions
Given the gap in the literature outlined in the previous section, the present
study addresses the following research questions:

1. What beliefs do Saudi EFL teachers hold about reading instruction and
comprehension?

2. How do teachers explain their reading instruction in the classroom? Is there
a specific rationale that they use to explain their teaching of reading?

3. Do teachers with similar teaching experiences and college backgrounds
have similar beliefs and practices related to teaching reading?

2.2. Context

Two public high schools located in the city of Buraydah, Qassim, Saudi
Arabia, were selected for data collection, based mainly on teachers’ cooperation and
willingness to participate in the study. As is the case for all public high schools in
Saudi Arabia, English is taught for about 45 minutes four times a week. The English
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language materials used in these schools are designed and developed by the Saudi
Ministry of Education, and are comprised of textbooks. All teachers are required to
follow these textbooks as well as specific syllabi. However, no specific teaching
approach is prescribed or suggested. The cultivation of reading skill is a significant
focus for these textbooks, which include a variety of reading passages about
different topics. All students had studied English for three years prior to data
collection in high school.

3. Method

3.1. Participants

Three non-native EFL teachers participated in the current study (all
participants are referred to using male pseudonyms: Ali, Ahmad, and Saleh). The
teachers and students were all male Saudi nationals with the same first language
background: Arabic. The teachers were between the ages of 24 and 26 years old. All
three teachers have bachelor’s degrees in English from one of the local Saudi
universities. None of the teachers had undertaken further study, completed graduate
qualifications related to ESL/EFL or participated in in-service professional
development programs in teaching English in or out of Saudi Arabia. The choice to
select high school teachers stemmed from the fact that reading comprehension
constitutes a large portion of the English teaching curriculum at the high school
level, which provides more opportunities for observation; textbooks used in primary
and intermediate schools do not include the same amount of reading instruction.
Teachers had an average of 1.5 years of teaching experience, all with EFL high
school students. Thus, it can be assumed that the teachers have limited professional
experience.

3.2. Data Collection and Analysis

This study adopted the qualitative case study approach. Data collection and
analysis were carried out following the procedures established by Borg (1998: 12-
13; 1999: 100-101) with a few modifications intended to focus on reading rather
than grammar classroom incidents, given the fact that Borg’s studies were about
teaching grammar. The selection of such procedures was based mainly for its
appropriateness in describing actual classroom practices in formal instruction and
providing insights into the teachers’ cognitions which underlie these practices. The
process of data collection was carried out in the following sequence:

1. First, a preliminary interview was conducted with each teacher for
approximately one hour. The purpose of this interview was to collect preliminary
information about teachers’ previous experience, training, education, and other
information related to their views of EFL teaching in general. Furthermore, this
interview was intended to inform the participants about the purpose of the study.

2. Next, classroom observations were carried out for a total of 18 hours—with
an average of roughly six sessions for each teacher—over a period of 12 weeks.



Different qualitative techniques were employed, such as field notes, audio-taping,
lesson plans, and copies of all instructional materials.

3. Almost all class observations were followed immediately by an interview
with each teacher for approximately half an hour. The main purpose of post-
observation interviews was teachers' explanation for certain actions they have made
in the classroom in relation to reading instruction and comprehension.  Teachers
were presented with key instructional episodes from their lessons and prompted to
comment on them to help in understanding their reasons and at the same time to
make generalizations among their cognitions. All interviews were recorded,
transcribed, and retuned to the teacher to verify accuracy.

4. Following each observation and interview, data were analyzed for each
teacher individually in order to ensure integrity before reaching the stage if making
generalizations across all teachers. Data were analyzed in a cyclical process as
fieldwork progressed to generate further themes to be emphasized, as well as in
subsequent observations and interviews. Another round of analysis was then
conducted by comparing and contrasting teachers’ comments to explore any
similarities or differences among teachers regarding central issues.

4. Findings

A number of salient themes and patterns emerged from the data analysis,
characterizing the main conceptual categories of teachers’ cognitions and practices
of EFL reading instruction. These themes constitute the main findings of this study,
and each will be discussed in terms of a descriptive, comparative, and interpretive
approach based on the teachers’ comments and practices.

4.1. Oral Reading

Oral reading was a common practice in all the observed lessons. Two forms of
oral reading were used. In one form, the teacher read aloud while the students
followed the text in their books. Episode 1 below provides an example of the
second form in action. The teachers Ahmad and Saleh used the first form; Ali used
the second. Both forms were conducted as an introductory activity that lasted 5-7
minutes.

Episode 1

The teacher picks one student randomly and asks him to begin reading a few
lines aloud while the other students follow silently. The teacher then assigns a new
section of the text for another student and asks him to carry on the reading aloud.
The students continue taking turns until they finish reading the whole text.
Throughout the students’ oral reading, the teacher monitors their reading and
corrects their pronunciation mistakes. When one student fails to read a word
correctly, the teacher asks the class to show him its correct pronunciation. (CO. Feb.
3, 2008, pp. 12-17)
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There are two points to explore here: 1) the teachers’ pedagogical rationale for
using the practice that they did; and 2) the pedagogical factors that led teachers to
adopt this practice. All three teachers had almost the same pedagogical rationale.
All the teachers believed in the importance and efficacy of reading aloud to enhance
fluency, word recognition, and comprehension, specifically for struggling readers.
In addition, each teacher expressed a different belief in support of the form of oral
reading that he was using. Ali was asked for his opinion about the contribution of
reading aloud as acted in Episode 1 to learning reading comprehension, and he said:

Reading aloud is one of the most important activities. It helps in developing
students’ ability to construct meaning from text quickly and accurately. It’s useful
for the students who are reading aloud and silently. It also gives students time to get
settled and keep them focused. When reading aloud, all students are quiet and
listen to only one voice. (I: Feb.1, 2008, p.12).

Ahmad and Saleh read aloud to students in order to model fluent reading, and
thus, to develop reading comprehension. Ahmad illustrated this point:

I actually read aloud to the students in order to give them a real example of
how reading should be practiced, how reading and meaning can be joined in a fluent
way. Students need this activity so much so that they can get past their anxiety that
they have to understand each word...and to accustom themselves not to read word
by word but in a fluent way ...how to break the text into meaningful phrases so that
reading can be easy. Fluent oral reading, | think, will lead them to better
comprehension of the passage. (I: Feb.3, 2008, p.1).

Similarly, Saleh emphasized the importance of having teachers read aloud as a
way to improve students’ reading fluency and comprehension.

My students have no apparent difficulty with accuracy in reading....they
actually struggle with reading fluency. If they are left to read by themselves, I’'m
sure they’re going to face a great challenge to move beyond word-by-word reading.
They need the teacher to teach them how to be fluent...how to read larger chunks of
a text in a fluent and meaningful way...chunks like phrases and clauses, not
individual words, and | think this can be taught by focusing more on how intonation
and stress are used in understanding the text. (l: Feb.5, 2008, p.2).

In addition to developing reading fluency and comprehension, the comments
here, at least Saleh’s, reflected a partial belief that reading aloud helped the students
to comprehend the structure and organization of the text.

With reference to the second point, the teachers mentioned several factors that
they thought influenced their frequent use of oral reading. They all identified the
students’ linguistic level as the principal reason. Due to the students’ weak
linguistic skills and limited vocabulary knowledge, the teachers thought that oral
reading was particularly important for students on the earliest stages of learning.

Several other factors were identified. Ali had the perception that the degree of
difference between the students’ first language, Arabic, and their target language,
English, necessitated the use of oral reading to develop the students’ automaticity in
recognizing words, because this would facilitate their reading comprehension. Ali
explains his belief:



My students speak Arabic. And because Arabic has a different writing system
and different structures from those used in English, | think they should be exposed
continuously to the writing system of English by reading texts aloud. You know
Arabic uses a script that is different from the Latin script used in English. Besides,
English uses spelling patterns that has no one-to-one correspondence between letters
and sounds just like Arabic. (11: Feb.29, 2008, p.2).

For Saleh, the students’ age was an important factor in his use of oral reading.
He thought that students were competitive, especially when learning difficult tasks
such as oral reading. He believed that students not only learn correct pronunciation
in oral reading, but also become more motivated to comprehend the passages that
they were studying. To encourage this, Saleh adopted a strategy that he thought
could meet the dual objectives of oral reading: “I read a few lines three times and
then ask them to compete with each other by reading in the same way | do.”

4.2. Reading Comprehension Processing

A frequent instructional strategy employed by both Ali and Ahmad was the use
of decoding a passage word-by-word. This strategy is intended to activate the
students’ bottom-up cognitive processing. In discussing their use of this strategy, the
teachers cited several reasons that had been influenced by their assessment of the
students’ level of proficiency and their linguistic needs. As Ali explained:

| certainly don’t think that my students are ready to comprehend reading
passages using quick and automatic word recognition based on their current level of
proficiency. My students lack the minimum vocabulary knowledge needed to read
quickly and understand the meaning of the text. (1I: Feb.13, 2008, p.1).

Other reasons for using bottom-up reading were based on the teachers’ belief
in the importance of this approach for novice readers. According to Ahmad:

| believe that one can’t teach reading comprehension without first having the
students develop their skills in bottom-up reading processing...most students need
additional training and time in developing and increasing their vocabulary
knowledge before comprehension can be possible. They need to go through bottom-
up processing as a transitional stage by which they increase their skills in
automaticity and word recognition. Once they develop these skills, |1 can then
introduce them to more advanced approaches in reading comprehension (I1: May.5,
2008, p.4).

Bottom-up processing, then, was viewed as a prerequisite of reading
comprehension, and their use of it was not only intended to develop the students’
comprehension skills. According to Ali and Ahmad, bottom-up reading meets both
the reading and the vocabulary needs of the students; it facilitates reading
comprehension at least for beginning readers; and it helps the learners in building
their vocabulary knowledge by introducing them to new words in the passages.

Saleh encouraged his students to use both bottom-up and top-down reading
processing. For this purpose, he asked his students to decode unfamiliar words, to
try to detect the main ideas, skip unimportant details, and make predictions.
According to Saleh, learners should be introduced to top-down reading processing as
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early as possible in order to avoid becoming word bound. In discussing this issue
with him, it was clear that his previous EFL learning experience had had a powerful
influence on his instructional decisions. The following comment summarizes Saleh’s
perspective:

You can’t imagine how long it took me during my study of English to become
independent in reading. | spent years reading in the traditional way...you know the
way that most teachers unfortunately still use in our schools ... word by word ...and
throughout these years | didn’t realize that there is another way ...an easy and more
helpful way of reading. It was not until | took a course in college where |
discovered the other ways to learn reading. | found that I don’t have to know all the
words in order to comprehend the passage. | ...So, | don’t want my students to have
the same experience. (I1: April.3, 2008, p.2).

4.3. Reading Strategies

A theme that arose frequently in all the teachers’ lessons was the use of
reading strategies. However, the teachers held conflicting views about some
strategies. They also adopted different strategies, including dictionary use,
translation, skimming, guessing, and scanning. For instance, two extremes exist
among the teachers regarding the use of bilingual dictionaries in teaching reading:
some strongly believe in its efficacy, while others think it is time-consuming and
perhaps even a hindrance to comprehension. For Ali, a strong advocate of dictionary
use, comprehending the reading text requires the reader to decode words
automatically, particularly key ones, from L2 into their first language (L1). Thus, the
dictionary helps students to understand the meaning of unknown words; this, in turn,
leads to their comprehension of the text. Ali, however, admits that dictionary use
was not the ideal choice. Ali’s belief was based on “the students’ limited level of
proficiency, which makes it difficult for them to use other strategies.” In contrast,
Ahmad and Saleh believe that dictionary use should be minimized if not eliminated
during the reading lesson. Ahmad thinks that “students don’t learn from the
dictionary other than the equivalent meaning in their L1, and that is not directly
linked to comprehension.” Saleh adds that “it takes time that is better spent in
reading. Besides, it’s not suitable for low-level learners.”

Another recurrent reading strategy in Ali’s lessons was the use of translation.
Ali asked his students to translate some parts of the reading passage into their L1.
By using this strategy, Ali believed, students can comprehend the translated text, as
the strategy “requires a cognitive process to combine the meaning of single words
together in order to form one general meaning of the text.” When asked to justify
having the students spend most of their class time using the dictionary rather than
completing reading comprehension assignments, Ali’s reasons were influenced by
contextual and experiential factors. Ali believed that “it’s almost impossible for me
to cover the whole passage in 45 minutes as the reading passage is too long.”
Therefore, instead of “rushing the students and starting the comprehension
exercises,” it was better “to focus on improving students’ mastery of reading
comprehension based on a short reading segment rather than on the whole passage.”
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Deciding to rely on the use of a dictionary and translation was thus a strategy Ali
used to face the exigencies and requirements of the teaching contextual factors. In
addition, the use of these strategies did not reflect his own true beliefs about what is
the most appropriate and effective way of doing a reading instruction. Ali
commented on this point:

I’m not using translation and dictionary just because | think they’re the best
ways to

teach reading...no...no... of course there are better ways, but in this particular
situation and with these students and these textbooks, | have no choice but to use
translation and bilingual dictionaries... (I: Feb.8, 2008, p.8).

Instead of focusing on dictionary use and translation, Ahmad asserted that
scanning and skimming assisted students in developing their reading independence,
and thus their reading comprehension. Episode 2 below describes the practice
activity of scanning in Ahmad’s lesson:

Episode 2

“Scan the text and underline all the words whose meaning is unknown to you”
the teacher asks his students. The students work on the text for a few minutes. The
teacher moves around and checks their work. The teacher then asks the students to
work in pairs and exchange the words that they do not know. When the students
have finished discussing the meaning of new words, the teacher calls the students to
identify the key words that they cannot understand the text without knowing their
meaning. He then writes them on the board and provides their meaning in Arabic.
(CO. Mar. 16, 2008, pp. 1-4)

| prompted Ahmad to comment on the reasons that influenced his choice of
this activity in teaching reading.

Scanning can be very useful for helping students locate new words. Above all,
it enables the students to start the reading comprehension process based on their
comprehension difficulties, not based on the teacher’s assumptions and expectations.
This strategy helps me overcome students’ individual differences in terms of the
vocabulary items they know. | believe that it is inappropriate for teachers to follow
the guidelines prescribed in the Teacher’s Manual concerning what vocabulary items
to introduce in the reading lesson, as these are based on an unrealistic assumption
that all students have already learned the vocabulary items previously introduced in
past lessons and courses. (I1: Mar.17, 2008, p.13)

Ahmad thinks that instead of translating the text using a word-by-word process
like the one endorsed by Ali, students can skim the text to find the main ideas. By
doing so, “the students can get the maximum benefits from reading with the
minimum effort.”

As far as guessing is concerned, Ahmad believes that it is too advanced for his
students, as they lack the requisite skills and linguistic background. In contrast,
Saleh asserts that students need to be trained in this technique as early as possible.
Moreover, Saleh emphasized the importance of raising students’ confidence in using
reading strategies for comprehension: “Students need to be frequently reassured that
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they can comprehend the passage without asking the teacher or using the
dictionary.” Saleh encourages students to identify word parts, word position in each
sentence, and any other clues that might help them understand the new word. To
Saleh, the teacher needs to build students’ confidence by giving them immediate
confirmation for correct guesses about the meaning of unknown words. “I know it’s
a hard task, but students really need constant encouragement to reinforce strategic
learning.”

4.4. Vocabulary and Reading

All the teachers agreed on the strong relationship between vocabulary
knowledge and reading comprehension among FL/L2 readers. They all had the
perception that vocabulary knowledge supports and facilitates reading
comprehension. Given their strong belief in the link between vocabulary and reading
comprehension, a profound investigation concentrated on two points: 1) the ways
vocabulary items were introduced; and 2) the teachers’ rationale in deciding which
vocabulary items to introduce before and during the reading lesson.

As for the first point, the teachers vary in their presentation of vocabulary
items to their students. For Ali, vocabulary items in most situations were not
introduced before or within the reading lesson. Instead, the students started reading
the text and tried to figure out the meaning of unknown words by using the
dictionary. Ali’s decision to adopt such an approach in introducing vocabulary items
was informed by his perception that vocabulary items should be introduced based on
the students’ needs and comprehension difficulties, not on the teacher’s judgment
about potentially appropriate vocabulary items.

I think there is no need to introduce new words before the reading lesson as
long as some of the students will struggle with many other words in the text...
Students often forget the newly introduced words as soon as they start reading as a
result of their low proficiency level. You know, there is a gap between reading and
actual reading comprehension. (I: Feb.17, 2008, p.1)

Ali’s rationale for not introducing vocabulary items before the lesson was
informed by an awareness of potential problems that he thought the students would
encounter in comprehending the text due to their differences in proficiency. He also
thought that the use of this strategy would “help students who often are afraid or
hesitant to ask the teacher for the meaning of unknown words.”

Ahmad and Saleh used word lists as their primary way of introducing new
words before reading. However, they used two different approaches when
introducing new words during reading. Ahmad adopted scanning to “encourage
the students to base their reading according to their comprehension difficulties.”
Saleh, in contrast, advocates giving the students several opportunities to
discover the meaning of new words in a context designed to appeal to them and
stimulate their motivation. To this end, he asked his students to discuss the
meaning of new words using their L1. This practice was intended to “encourage
students’ engagement in reading comprehension and also to activate their social
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interaction.” It also “integrates both scanning of unknown words and guessing
the meaning at the same time.”

With regard to deciding which words to introduce, the teachers had similar
beliefs. They believe that not all the words the students need had to be introduced;
only key and topic-specific words should be selected. Episode 3 outlines how Saleh
introduces new words.

Episode 3

When the students have finished reading the text orally, Saleh prompts them to
identify key words in the text. He then writes them on the board with their meaning
in Arabic. He then calls the students to identify words that have been introduced in
previous lessons. He also picks a few other words and asks the students during
reading to guess their meaning from the context. They discuss their guesses as a
group and he tells them when they get them right. (CO. Feb. 20, 2008, p. 4)

Saleh commented on this activity:

Before teaching any reading lesson, | usually scan the reading passage looking
for new and key words. I actually focus first on words that | think the students have
to know in order to understand the passage ... words that are so frequent in the
passage and words that are closely related to the topic of the passage... five words
or less so that students can learn them quickly and remember them while reading. |
introduce these words as a list before reading. | look for other words, especially
those that have been taught in previous lessons. (I: Feb.18, 2008, p.3)

As this comment clearly illustrates, the words that were selected before and
during reading were not selected randomly and written on the board; the decision
involved personal judgment about which words to emphasize and which strategies
should be used to introduce them. The teacher based his judgments on his
experience as an EFL teacher and learner. He integrated his learning and teaching
experiences in a way intended to make vocabulary learning an instrument of reading
comprehension rather than an end in itself.

4.5. Teachers’ Objectives, Expectations, and Accommodations

One of the major differences among the teachers pertained to the objectives
of reading instruction. This difference lies in the ultimate expectations that the
teachers have for their students’ reading performance. Ali, for example,
expressed satisfaction with his students’ level of reading comprehension despite
the notable difficulties that the students encountered in answering the
comprehension questions. Ali believes that “as long as my students can
understand the main idea of the passage and answer most of the comprehension
questions...this is enough for me.” In contrast, Ahmad and Saleh appeared
dissatisfied with their students’ reading performance. They both believe strongly
in changing their teaching practices to meet their own objectives. Ahmad stated
that “in order to make my students independent in reading, | changed my
teaching practices many times...” He added, “My teaching practices now are not
the ones I preferred when | started teaching, but they help fulfill my objective.”
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Saleh claims, “I’ve changed my teaching strategies and practices over the course
of my teaching, but my ultimate objective is still the same.”

Teachers’ assessment of their own L2 reading skill was closely related to their
expectations of their students. The current findings indicated that not all of the
teachers were fully satisfied with their own L2 reading proficiency level. The
teachers, particularly Ali, thought that despite the English courses that they had
taken, they still had some deficiencies in their L2 reading level. This led them to
believe that they lacked the linguistic competence to use innovative reading
strategies, which often require a high level of reading processing. They therefore
appeared to accommodate not only their students’ level of proficiency, as
demonstrated above, but also their own level of reading proficiency. This was
evident in Ali’s justification of his frequent use of translation and the dictionary as
partially the product of his lack of confidence in adopting innovative approaches to
the teaching of reading.

5. Discussion

Generally speaking, these findings revealed a wide set of beliefs about issues
related not only to L2 reading instruction, but also to teaching and learning EFL in
general. The teachers vary in their beliefs and practices; however, they have also a
number of shared beliefs and exhibit consistent patterns of reading instructional
practices.

Despite the fact that all of the teachers had relatively similar educational and
professional experience in terms of length of time spent teaching and college courses
taken, the present findings indicated many differences among them in terms of their
reading beliefs and practices. These findings are not surprising when teachers’
individual learning differences are taken into account. Each teacher seemed to have
learned EFL in a different way, which probably led to the formation of relatively
different learning experiences for each teacher. However, close examination of the
current data suggested that the influence of learning experience on teachers’ beliefs
and classroom practices seemed to be stronger than pedagogical experiences due to
cultural and contextual factors. In what follows, two explanations of the teachers’
differences will be discussed: (1) the extent to which their beliefs and practices were
shaped and influenced by their prior learning experiences, and (2) adaptations and
modifications of their beliefs based on their teaching experiences and to
accommodate contextual constraints.

First, teachers’ beliefs appeared largely influenced by their own personal EFL
learning experiences. What makes this finding worth mentioning is not the simple
impact of these experiences on teachers’ beliefs and classroom practices, as many
previous studies have already highlighted the fundamental role of these experiences
in influencing and shaping teachers’ cognitions (e.g., Borg, 1999; 2003). Instead, it
is the deep impact on teachers’ beliefs, at least in the current context, of the
influence of these experiences. All of the teachers frequently made reference to the
particular characteristics and qualities that they share with their students. This put
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them in a position to believe that they can be role models for their students, and
consequently, that their students should learn reading comprehension in the same
way that the teachers learned L2 reading. This belief may stem from the fact that
both teachers and students share many cultural and educational similarities. Ali, for
example, has explicitly voiced some views that point in this direction. When he was
asked to explain his strong belief in the efficiency of translation in teaching reading
comprehension, despite that it is time consuming, he justified his approach by
stating that:

| repeatedly tell my students that I’m just like them. | speak their language and
I have been raised in their hometown and, more importantly, | studied English in
similar situations to theirs and with limited resources to use English outside the
classroom. | then ask them this question: Do you want to speak English like me? |
then encourage them to learn just like me, as it worked for me at college.

This comment captures a prevailing sentiment expressed by not only Ali, but
also the other teachers. Saleh similarly indicated that he approached reading
comprehension in his earlier days of teaching in the same way that he himself had
learned English and added: “My students probably followed my way of learning
reading because | represent a true model for them.” Ahmad also stated, “I’ve been in
the same situation that my students are now struggling with and they just need to
follow my learning path.”

Furthermore, all of the teachers frequently expressed confidence in their ability
in teaching reading comprehension to Arab EFL learners as a result of their shared
linguistic and cultural qualities with the students in terms of the reading culture. As
speakers of Arabic, the teachers believed that this would enable them to better
present the differences between reading in Arabic and English that may arise during
the reading practice in areas like the rhetorical organization of the text, the spelling
knowledge, and the exact meaning of unfamiliar concepts in Arabic. Ali, for
example, thought that his knowledge of Arabic made him “aware and familiar” with
the difficulties that Arab learners of English commonly encounter in comprehending
English texts due to “its different rhetorical structure, and how the main ideas are
presented.” Similarly, Ahmad thought that “because different concepts in English
sometimes have different referents from those in Arabic,” he felt that he can make
these concepts easier to comprehend “even better than the bilingual dictionary”
based on his background knowledge of Arabic and English. Saleh also echoed
similar remarks about his ability to help Arab EFL learners in their struggle with
reading comprehension, particularly to overcome the difficulties that they usually
have in perceiving and acquiring precise English orthographic forms, given the fact
that Arabic and English have different orthographic systems and line orientation..

However, in corroboration with Horwitz’s (1996: 367) argument that “it is one
thing to say you speak a language; it is quite another to be a teacher of that
language,” it is worth noting that upon experiencing the demands of teaching in the
classroom, the teachers in this study seemed to immediately recognize the challenge
of applying their prior-learning beliefs that they had expected their students to act
upon. The difficulty of applying these beliefs apparently lies in the expectation that
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students will learn in a way similar to what their teachers experienced, regardless of
probable differences in learning styles among the students as well as difficulties
related to the number of students in the classroom. This apparent mismatch of
expectations caused by the distinction between teachers’ learning and teaching
experiences has probably been the major trigger for their need to change or modify
their teaching beliefs and classroom practices.

This line of discussion leads us to the second level at which teachers’ beliefs
and practices differ: adaptation to contextual constraints. In support of the findings
reported by Graden (1996), the teachers—namely Ahmad and Saleh—frequently
pointed out that they had modified or changed their beliefs and practices (mostly
constructed from their early teaching experiences) to overcome some contextual
constraints associated with time limits, the difficulty of the reading passages
selected, and more importantly, students’ level of proficiency and motivation. The
teachers differ, however, in how they choose to deal with these difficulties. As
shown here, they implemented various instructional strategies based largely on what
they think can be effective for reading instruction. This supports Prabhu’s (1987, as
cited in Breen et al., 2001, p. 496) suggestion, namely, that teachers’ practices and
pedagogic rationale evolve through experience as related to an integrated sense of
‘plausibility.” Thus, teachers’ evolved rationale subsequently develops into the
criteria that they will apply in the future.

Still, the unavoidable question remains: How do we explain teachers’
discrepancies in their beliefs and practices regarding effective reading instruction
despite their similar teaching experience, age, cultural background, rank, and
classroom environment? For example, despite the apparent difficulties that students
face in reading comprehension, Ali seemed not to have developed or modified his
instructional practices, whereas Ahmad and Saleh have made several adjustments to
their pedagogical reading beliefs and practices. This is probably due to differences
between the teachers in terms of their motivation regarding teaching.

Furthermore, in research on FL/L2 teacher cognition, researchers have noted
that teachers’ beliefs develop in variable and individual ways (Borg, 2003).
Teachers need to be motivated to change their beliefs, especially when they are
questioned and challenged. Thus, these differences in teachers’ beliefs and practices
in the current study could be a reflection of the variation in teachers’ levels of
cognitive development. It is evident from the current data that Saleh and Ahmad
appeared quicker to respond when their prior-experience beliefs were questioned
and challenged. Ali, in comparison, probably needed more time and opportunities to
make similar changes.

6. Implications and Limitations

Several important implications can be drawn from the present study. First, the
current findings add further support to an accumulating body of research on the
importance of studying teachers’ cognitions, including the origin of these cognitions,
the developmental stages they follow, and more importantly, the manner in which



16

they influence teachers’ classroom practices. Furthermore, the finding that non-
native language teachers’ cognitions were influenced by contextual and cultural
factors associated with the EFL context suggests that further inquiry into the nature
and influence of their experience in learning and teaching the same language is
warranted. This finding also points to the need for future research to examine in
depth the influence of context and contextual variables, particularly for non-native
teachers working in an EFL context, and to find out how different their beliefs are
from those held by native-speaking language teachers.

Second, although the present study was not intended to evaluate teachers’
assumptions and practices, the current findings may be interpreted as indicative of a
need for teachers to receive more pedagogical training in effective reading-
instruction practices. As shown in the findings section, the teachers have never
implemented many of the strategies used for teaching FL/L2 reading, such as
detecting main idea, activating students’ prior knowledge, summarizing and
retelling, and monitoring of reading comprehension constantly. When asked why
they have not used such strategies, the teachers responded that they either are not
aware of them or do not know how to implement them in the classroom. To address
this issue, in-service teachers may need extra professional development in adopting
alternative and more effective reading practices and strategies as well as boosting
their teaching motivation so as to rebuild active teaching engagement and create
conducive learning environments for their students.

The final implication pertains to the importance of providing both pre-service
and in-service teachers with opportunities to reflect on their beliefs and instructional
practices so as to cultivate a real sense of understanding of the possible applications
of innovative reading practices in light of their prior learning experiences as well as
expected contextual challenges and classroom realities. More encouragement may
be needed for teachers to base their instructional practices on more than just their
personal learning experiences, as what may have been preferable or appropriate for
them may not be effective at all times, in all contexts, or with all students, even if
the teachers and students are both non-native speakers with the same background.

Despite this study’s numerous findings, several limitations should be
acknowledged. Undoubtedly, the present findings are limited to the specific EFL
context in which this study was conducted, in Saudi Arabia. Furthermore, this study
has a small-scale framework, involving only three non-native EFL teachers teaching
monolingual and monocultural students. Nevertheless, this particular context reflects
the study’s exploratory interpretative objective of investigating the process of
teaching a distinct cognitive processing skill such as reading. It is obvious that one
study is insufficient to allow for generalizations about teachers’ cognition of EFL
reading instruction. Thus, the present findings should be verified and developed with
further in-depth studies with other samples that account for the diversity found
within this context.



Saudi EFL Reading Teachers’ Pedagogical Beliefs ... 17

References

Andrews, S. (1999). ‘All these like little name things’: a comparative study of
language teachers’ explicit knowledge of grammar and grammatical
terminology. Language Awareness, 8(3/4), 143-159.

Basturkmen, H., Loewen, S., & Ellis, R. (2004). Teachers’ stated beliefs about
incidental focus on form and their classroom practices. Applied Linguistics,
25(2), 243-272.

Borg, S. (1998). Teachers’ pedagogical systems and grammar teaching: A
qualitative study. TESOL Quarterly, 32(1), 9-38.

Borg, S. (1999). The use of grammatical terminology in the second language
classroom: A qualitative study of teachers’ practice and cognitions. Applied
Linguistics, 20(1), 95-126.

Borg, S., 2003. Teacher cognition in language teaching: A review of research on
what language teachers think, know, believe, and do. Language Teaching,
36(2), 81-109.

Breen, M.P., Hird, B., Milton, M., Oliver, R. & Thwaite, A. 2001. Making sense of
language teaching: teachers’ principles and classroom practices. Applied
Linguistics, 22(4), 470-501.

Burns, A., 1992. Teacher beliefs and their influence on classroom practice.
Prospect, 7(3), 56-66.

Chou, Y.C. (2008). Exploring the reflection of teachers’ beliefs about reading
theories and strategies on their classroom practices. Feng Chia Journal of
Humanities and Social Sciences, 16, 183-216.

Clark, C. M. & P.L. Peterson, 1986. Teachers’ thought processes. In: Wittrock, M.C.
(Ed.), Handbook of Research on Teaching. Macmillan, New York, (pp. 255-
296).

Cook, V., 1999. Going beyond the native speaker in language teaching. TESOL
Quarterly, 33(2), 185-209.

El-Okda, M., 2005. EFL student teachers’ cognition about reading instruction. The
Reading Matrix, 5(2), 43-60.

Graden, E.C., 1996. How language teachers’ beliefs about reading instruction are
mediated by their beliefs about students. Foreign Language Annals, 29(3), 387-
395.

Hampton, S. 1994. Teacher change: Overthrowing the myth of one teacher, one
classroom. In: Shanahan, T. (Ed.), Teachers Thinking, Teachers Knowing:
Reflections on Literacy and Language Education. NCRE, IL, Urbana, (pp. 122-
140).

Horwitz, E. K., 1996. Even teachers get the blues: Recognizing and alleviating
language teachers’ feelings of foreign language anxiety. Foreign Language
Annals, 29(3), 365-372.

Johnson, K.E., 1992. The relationship between teachers’ beliefs and practices during
literacy instruction for non-native speakers of English. Journal of Reading
Behavior, 24(1), 83-108.



18

Johnson, K.E., 1994. The emerging beliefs and instructional practices of preservice
English as a second language teachers. Teaching and Teacher Education, 10(4),
439-452.

Khonamri, F.& Salimi, M. (2010). The interplay between EFL high school teachers’
beliefs and their instructional practices regarding reading strategies. Research
on Youth and Language, 4(1), 96-107.

Li, H. & Wilhelm, K. H. (2008). Exploring pedagogical reasoning: reading strategy
instruction from two teachers’ perspectives. The Reading Matrix, 8(1), 96-110.

Lortie, D., 1975. Schoolteacher: A sociological study. University of Chicago Press,
Chicago.

Meijer, P.C., Verloop, N. & Beijaard D., 1999. Exploring language teachers’
practical knowledge about teaching reading comprehension. Teaching and
Teacher Education, 15(1), 59-84.

Meijer, P.C., Verloop, N. & Beijaard D., 2001. Similarities and differences in
teachers’ practical knowledge about teaching reading comprehension. Journal
of Educational Research, 94(3), 171-184.

Pang, J. 2008. Research on good and poor reader characteristics: Implications for L2
reading research in China. Reading in a Foreign Language, 20(1), 1-18.

Richards, J.C. & Lockhart, C., 1994. Reflective Teaching in Second Language
Classroom. Cambridge University Press, New York.

Richardson, V., Anders, P., Tidwell, D., & Lloyd, C. (1991). The relationship
between teachers’ beliefs and practices in reading comprehension instruction.
American Educational Research Journal, 28(3), 559-586.

Tercanlioglu, L., 2001. Pre-service teachers as readers and future teachers of EFL
reading. TESL-EJ, 5(3), A-2.



Saudi EFL Reading Teachers’ Pedagogical Beliefs ...

19






Journal of Arabic and Human Sciences
Qassim University, Vol. 5, No. 1, PP 21-33. (Muharram 1433H/December 2011)

“Are two better than one?” the impact of length of time spent in kindergarten
on pupils' mathematics achievement of primary school: a case study of grade
one pupils in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Dr. Samera Y. Kashkary
P.O. Box 4123 Makkah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study was to investigate if there are any significant differences in the
mathematical attainment of pupils' grade one of primary school in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) between mathematics achievement of pupils who had spent two year in kindergarten, and those
who had spent one year. Using purposive sampling technique for school selection, a total of 160 primary
first grade (in the academic year 2009-2010) were randomly selected for the study from 4 selected
primary schools in Jeddah. In addition, questionnaires for parents were distributed to each of pupils’
sample. The result of the study indicated that: (1) there is a strong indication that attending kindergarten
has been shown to be effective in supporting the mathematical education of first grade's pupils of primary
school; and (2) the pupils who had attended kindergarten for two years significantly out-performed their
peers who had attended kindergarten for one year. Finally, if the findings of this study are substantiated,
we argue that there is a strong case to be made that kindergarten education in KSA should be extended as
aright to all children.

Keywords: kindergarten; primary school performance; mathematical attainment; early childhood
education; years spent in kindergarten, Saudi Arabia.
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1. Introduction

Evidence abounds in the literature of a direct link between attending kindergarten
and mathematical attainment in the primary school [1]. There are many studies
suggests that new entrants into primary schools are better prepared for the school
environment and that they do make better use of school resources if they have been
exposed to kindergarten education prior to their entry into the regular school system
[2]. This is probably not unexpected as such exposure would have prepared the new
intakes for the ‘world of school’ because of the similarities between kindergarten
and regular school environments. Kindergarten education is known to foster the
development of some basic social skills and young learners lacking such skills risk
‘peer rejection’ and ‘academic failure’ [3]. It has been observed, for example, that
pupils with pre-school experience tend to feel much more at home than their
counterparts without such an experience during their first few days in school.
Furthermore, most of them seldom cry and demand to go back home with their
parents on their first day in school. Hadeed [4] has shown that kindergarten
education seeks to expand the breath of experiences for the child making a
contribution to the child’s intellectual development. However French [5] confirmed
the argument made by Hadeed and emphasised that kindergarten children undergo
rapid intellectual and linguistic development. Cognitive processes that operate
continually and without conscious effort or awareness on the part of the child power
much of this development. However, for these cognitive processes to yield optimal
development in cognitive and linguistic realms, children need to be immersed in an
environment that is both experience-rich and language-rich. An experience-rich
environment fuels development by providing events and materials that can be
comprehended, represented, and further processed by the child, extensive
opportunities for self-directed exploration, and adult support in interpreting
experience. A language-rich environment includes ample opportunities for young
children’s authentic communication with adults because the adults’ use of language
is strongly redolent with an experiential environment and so supports children’s
acquisition of both the meaning and pragmatic functions of the language. Tudge and
Doucet (2004) they also indicted that children’s early mathematical experiences play
a significant role in the development of their understanding of mathematics, and
serve as a foundation for their cognitive development [6]. Starkey, Klein and
Wakely [7] have identified that socio-economic related differences in mathematical
knowledge begin in early childhood.

In the case of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (K.S.A.) kindergarten is not part of
the formal education yet, since the child can join the primary school without having
been to kindergarten [8]. Children who join the primary school at the age of six
without being well prepared at home or through a kindergarten institution that
enabled them to acquire some new cognitive, behavioral or social skills may face
problems in acclimatization or academic achievement. It has been noticed, through
the experience of teachers of Mathematics in the primary and intermediate schools,
that the curve of progress of pupils in the primary school is low in mathematics in



Avre two better than one?” the impact of length of time spentin ... 23

general and particularly in the basic skills: addition, subtraction, division,
multiplication and solving some simple calculation questions. According to Mohy-
Aldeen [9] the reasons for this include the concentration on memorization, ignoring
individual differences among pupils, presenting mathematics in uninteresting ways,
and using abstract ways unrelated to the child environment to present mathematical
concepts making them disinterested in such concepts.

Kindergarten education is known to foster the development of some basic
social skills and young learners lacking such skills risk ‘peer rejection’ and
academic failure [3]. Taiwa and Tyolo [10] they found that the scores in reading and
mathematics achievement were much higher for kindergarten children than for non-
kindergarten children. The same results have been repeated in some studies [11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,21]. On the other hand Alokaily [22] and Stipek and
Byler [23] identified a modest advantage in academic achievement for children who
entered kindergarten during the first year of school, but this advantage disappeared
by second and third grades. While a study by Maripatricia [24] showed that there
was no significant difference between the experimental and control groups in
mathematics achievement in relation to a variable of attending kindergarten.

2. The research problem

In the light of the above, the study reported here aimed at finding out whether
there were significant differences on the mathematical attainment of grade one
pupils primary age children in Jeddah (K.S.A) who had attended kindergarten and
their peers who had not. The study was guided by the following research questions:

1. Is there a significant difference in the mathematical attainment of grade one
primary age children in Jeddah who had attended kindergarten and their peers who had not.

2. Is there a significant difference in the mathematical attainment of grade one
primary age children in Jeddah who had spent two year in kindergarten, and those
who had spent one year.

3. The research methodology

The population of this study is provided by the first grade primary pupils in the
academic year 2009/2010; a mathematics achievement test was used to measure the
achievement; in order to determine the differences between kindergarten attendants
and non-attendants. The study sample was randomly chosen from one principal city,
namely Jeddah. For the sake of obtaining the most optimal result, a decision was
taken in favour of using two main methods of data collection; a questionnaire for
parents and a mathematics achievement test:

3.1. Parents’ questionnaire

This questionnaire was used to collect data relating to the pupils themselves
and also data about the parents’ backgrounds including employment patterns and
levels of educational achievement.
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3.2. Mathematics achievement test

Mathematics achievement refers to the marks obtained by first grade primary
pupils in a mathematics test, which was used to measure the achievement of pupils
in order to determine the differences between kindergarten attendees and non-
attendees, and to correlate this to other study variables. The main reason for
selecting the written test (mathematic achievement test) used to assess child
achievement rather than another form of assessment was its familiarity to local
educators in Saudi Arabia. To some extent, the design of this element of the research
has been influenced by a previous study carried out in Makkah [12]. It should be
noted that test does not pet out to test the mathematics of the kindergarten but to
valuate to the primary school education. In order to construct the test for measuring
the pupil’s mathematics achievement, Kashkary [12] described clearly the steps
necessary for constructing an achievement test.

3.3 Selection of pupil sample

The design in this study required a sample which included two groups of
pupils (kindergarten attendees and non-attendees), each consisting of 160 primary
first grade from the city of Jeddah, in the academic year 2009-2010. The selection of
the pupils in each of the above two groups was based on the following:

1. The first step was to determine the following objectives :

1. to compare differences in the mathematical achievement of pupils in first
grade of primary school according to the following variables: kindergarten attendees
(whether they had or had not).

2. to compare differences in the mathematical achievement of pupils who had
attended kindergarten according to length of time spent in the kindergarten, kind of
kindergarten.

3. Four boy schools were selected from the four areas of the city of Jeddah
(North, South, East, and West Jeddah).

4. Forty first grade pupils were chosen from each of the 4 schools and the
sample totaled 160 pupils.

3.4. Application of achievement test

The test was administered as follows:

1. Ineach school, it was the class teacher’s task to:

a) explain the instructions, so as to aid the pupils in answering the test.

b) give an example which was solved for each of the 7 categories of the test.

c) read each question to the pupils, who were then given time (60 minutes) to
answer the questions.

2. The questionnaires for parents were distributed to each pupil sample when
the test was administered and collected from them the following day.

3.5. Data analysis
After collecting the data, a comparison was conducted using “independent
sample t-test” [25, 26] to determine the differences between the the effect of the
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attending kindergarten, length of time which the pupil spent in the kindergarten and
kind of kindergarten on pupils’ mathematics scores in first grade of primary school
in respect of overall score and seven major classes of scores.

4. Results

4.1. Characteristics of pupil sample

The characteristics of pupil sample was shown in Table 1. The study samples
contained 160 pupils and in each group ( kindergarten attendees and non-attendees),
it was found that 78 pupils had attended kindergarten and 82 had not. However, in
regard to the length of time which the pupils spent in the kindergarten, it was found
that 32 pupils had attended kindergarten for less than one year, and 46 attended for
one year or more. While in respect of the kind of kindergarten, it was found that 17
pupils had attended state kindergarten and 61 had attended private kindergarten.

4.2. Effect of study variables on pupils’ mathematical achievement.

An independent sample t-test was conducted to compare the effect of study
variables on pupils’ mathematical achievement in the first grade of primary school.
The results indicated that, the mathematical achievement of pupils who had attended
kindergarten were statistically significant compared with those who had not in
respect of overall score and seven major classes of scores (Table 2). It is also the
case that children who had attended kindergarten for one year or more were
consistently and significantly better adjusted than those who had attended
kindergarten for less than one year in respect of overall score and seven major
classes of scores (Table 3). On hand, an independent sample t-test was conducted to
compare the kind of kindergarten (private or state), where there was no significant
difference in mathematical achievement of pupils who had private attended
kindergarten (M=28.2, SD=5.38), and with those who had state attended
kindergarten [M= 26.2, SD=7.83; t(1.87)].

Table (1). Distribution of pupil sample.

. . . Number Percentages
Variable Pupil Categories of cases (%)
o Pupils attended kindergarten. 78 48.8
Attending kindergarten o Pupils had not attended kindergarten. 82 51.3
o Total. 160 100
o Attended kindergarten for less than one | 32 41.1
Length of time spent in | year. 46 58.9
kindergarten o Attended kindergarten for one year or | 78 100
more.
e Total.
o Attended state kindergarten. 17 21.8
Kindergarten kind o Attended private kindergarten. 61 78.2
e Total. 78 100
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Table (2). Effect of attending kindergarten on pupils’ mathematical scores in respect of overall
score and seven major classes of scores

Descriptive
Tests
Pupil Groups N Mean SD F Sig.
Attended kindergarten 78 28.46 8.1
Did not attend

Overall score 82 15.12 7.07 115.32 0.000*

kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 6.28 1.56

Numbers Did ~~ not attend | o) | 5oy 168 | 1149 | 0.000*
kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 6.68 3.06
Mathematical Did not attend *
operations kindergarten 82 2.54 2.82 62.74 0.000
Attended kindergarten 78 5.82 1.95
Sets Did ~ not attend | g, | 551 | 154 | 8975 | 0.000%

kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 1.61 0.75

Fractions Djd not attend 82 0.86 0.95 36.1 0.000*
kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 1.32 0.88
Time D_id not attend 82 0.68 0.90 23.665 0.000*

kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 2.72 0.51
Geometrical Did not attend 82 2.47 0.92 5.36 0.000*
diagrams kindergarten

Attended kindergarten 78 4.03 231

i %

Money Did not attend 82 0.55 1.47 150.75 0.000

kindergarten
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Table (3). Effect of length of time spent in kindergarten on pupils’ mathematical scores in respect

of overall score and seven major classes of scores.

Descriptive
Tests
Pupil Groups N Mean SD F Sig.
Less than one year 32 26.73 7.31
Overall score One year or more 46 17.32 7.29 115.315 | 0.000*
Less than one year 32 5.97 1.36
Numbers One year or more 46 5.93 1.97 | 11.499 0.000*
Mathematical Less than one year 32 5.94 2.93
*
operations One year or more 46 2.85 3.16 62.740 0.000
Less than one year 32 5.46 1.73
Sets One year or more 46 3.61 1.76 89.748 0.000*
Less than one year 32 1.77 0.62
Fractions One year or more 46 111 0.94 36.1 0.000*
Less than one year 32 1.35 0.91
Time One year or more 46 0.91 0.93 23.66 0.000*
Geometrical Less than one year 32 2.65 0.66
*
diagrams One year or more 46 2.47 0.83 5.36 0.000
Less than one year 32 3.49 2.33
Money One year or more 46 0.43 1.18 | 150.75 0.000*
5. Discussion

Our results suggest that the mathematical performance of pupils who had
attended kindergarten in the first grade was better than those who had not attended
kindergarten and this affect was continued into the second and third grade of
primary school. The same results have been repeated in son studies [10, 18, 19]. The
study reported here suggests that the pupils with pre-school education experience
significantly out-performed their counterparts without such experience in the
mathematics. Children who have gone through some form of early childhood
intervention tend to acquire certain basic skills, which enable them to make an easier
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transition into primary school environment [2]. Bennett [27] based on a review of
Ginsburg and Baron (1993) and Charlesworth (1997), noted that young children
have a natural curiosity regarding mathematical events and that they build up a
storehouse of mathematical knowledge through numerous kindergarten experiences.

Head Start staffs have reported that they often need two years to provide the
full benefits of the programme [28]. Two years of kindergarten may improve the
quality of experience by 1) strengthening implementation and service delivery, 2)
increasing the opportunities for social and cognitive stimulation (e.g., parent
involvement, achievement motivation), 3) providing additional health and nutritional
services, and 4) assisting children who may need more time to get ready for school.
Consequently, longer-term effectiveness may be enhanced. Analysis of our results
shows that attending kindergarten for two years produces children who are
consistently and significantly better adjusted than those who attended for one year.
The same results have been reported by Chafel [29] who indicated “intuition and the
insights of practitioners in the field suggest that a two-year, rather than a single year
model is preferable”. Reynolds [30] also suggested that both one and two-year
kindergarten participants were consistently and significantly better adjusted than
non-kindergarten participants, while two-year participants began and ended
kindergarten more academically competent through the elementary grades than did
one-year participants. Indeed, the “more is better” philosophy of early childhood
intervention is increasingly recommended [28, 26, 28] In addition, White [32] in a
meta-analysis of 329 studies of early intervention for handicapped and economically
disadvantaged children, reported that programs of longer duration were generally
more effective than programs of shorter duration. White [32] also found that 22 of
52 reviews of early intervention cited showed that longer intervention was better, at
least for academic achievement.

Some studies, however, suggest that the evidence for the benefit of a second
year of kindergarten intervention is not conclusive, at least for economically
disadvantaged students. Indeed, only four studies directly addressed the issue of two
years versus one of kindergarten at ages three and four; they found no significant
effects of a second year on children’s adjustment [33, 34, 35]. Several explanations
may account for these findings. Firstly, the studies used a relatively small sample
size, thereby reducing their statistical power to detect statistically significant
differences. For example, only 13 children participated in one year of the Perry
Kindergarten Program [35, 36]. Studies with larger samples would increase
statistical power, as well as provide more generalized estimates of effects [33, 34,
36]. Secondly, most of the studies tested model demonstration programs during the
early years of programme implementation. Although the programs were
implemented successfully, their impact may have been even greater at later stages of
programs development.

For decoding and letter knowledge, children starting their second year of
preschool had higher scores in the fall of the school year, although the skills of both
groups of children grew similarly from fall to spring. Thus, our results suggest that
the first and second years of preschool contribute similarly to decoding and letter
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knowledge gains and that these effects accumulate. Given that children continue to
exhibit growth during the second year of preschool beyond what they achieved
during their first year, there is reason to believe that children profit from an
additional year of exposure to preschool. This coincides with previous research,
which has indicated that children from low-income neighborhoods who attend a
preschool program for two years start and end kindergarten with more advanced
academic skills than children who only attend preschool for one year [30].

These findings are also consistent with previous research showing that
classrooms that focus on early decoding skills and letter knowledge have children
with more sophisticated skills [37]. Although previous research suggests that
preschools vary in the degree to which they focus on early literacy skills [37, 38],
preschool teachers have been encouraged to focus on beginning literacy skills like
letter knowledge as a prerequisite for kindergarten entry [39,40]. Given that these
early reading skills are highly predictive of later reading success [41, 42, 43], it is
reassuring to have preliminary findings demonstrating that schooling is associated
with the development of early literacy skills in preschool, especially as a potential
way to minimize the vast differences in children’s skills when they begin
kindergarten.

6. Conclusion and recommendation

Improving the quality of education has been a major preoccupation of policy
makers throughout the world. In this paper we present evidence that shows that
investing in universal kindergarten education could be an important part of a
productive strategy to achieve this goal. Specifically, the present study examined the
impact of attending kindergarten on the mathematical attainment of primary age
children in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and found that attending kindergarten had a large
positive effect on first grade's pupils of primary school and the pupils who had
attended kindergarten for two years significantly out-performed their peers who had
attended kindergarten for one year. In addition, impact of attending kindergarten
and years spent in kindergarten was continued in the second and third grades.

The situation in relation to attending kindergarten in the Kingdom of Saudi
Avrabia is a mixed one. There are two types of kindergarten — state run and private.
The state run system provides free pre-school education for the children of parents
employed by the state. The private system operates on a basis of payment for entry.
It is probable that (although, at present there is no firm evidence to support this) the
children of parents who are not employed by the state may be excluded from pre-
school education on the basis of income. Further, it could be argued, that it is these
very children who would benefit most from a pre-school education. If our results
presented here are substantiated then there is a strong indication that attending
kindergarten has been shown to be effective in supporting the mathematical
education of primary age children (and, although we have no data from this study to
suggest this contention, it is likely that such an advantage would also be indicated in
ot
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her elements of early years education). If this is so, then it appears to us that all
children should attend kindergarten before joining primary school; therefore, it is
recommended that Saudi Arabian government should work towards universalizing
kindergarten education. Integrating kindergarten education into the current basic
education could do this.
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