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TRENDS OF ARABIC ELEGIAC POETRY.
IN THE THIRD CENTURY 4 . H.

ABSTRACT

This thesis is divided into six chapters, with an
introduction and a conclusion ,

In the introduction I have considered in brief the
importance of the topic , my reasons for choosing it and
limiting it to the third century A,H., and the main poets
studied .

Chapter I deals with elegiac poetry before the third
century , My aim is to enable the reader to follow the line
of development , on the one hand , and to bring into focus
the innovations iﬁtroduceé_in that century,on .the other .
After discussing the rise of the elegy and its character -
~istics in the pre-Islamic Age , other trends in elegiac
poetry , in the early Islamic, the Ummyyed, and the early
Abbasid periods, are pointed out , These trends are studies
in depth in the subsequent chapters , _

Chapter II is devoted to the study of the sentimental
trend and its characteristics .

In chapter III I have studied the political trend in
poems that mourned the death of leaders in war and peace
and in poems that mourned the death of other political
figures . I have divided these poems into groups and described
the characteristics of = each , pointing out the psycholo-
-gical and intellectual features reflected in them .

Chapter IV considers the sectarian trend represented
by the elegimd written by Shiite poets . In this chapter
I have explained the problems posed by this type of elegiac
poetry . Innovations introduced into it after the establi-
-shment of the Abbasid dynasty are also studied .

The humanitarian trend is ‘discussed in chapter V , this 8

a new trend fepresented by those poems lamenting the
destruction of cities and the fullhof empires and kingdoms .
The factors that gave rise to this trend are mentioned
followed by a description of its main features .

H
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In chapter VI some literary aspects of elegilac
poetry are studied , aspects such as imagery,music , and
diction . Another point studied is the convention of the
elegiac poem and their relation to the conventions of the
gasida . |

Finally , I have summed up my study with a statment
of a number of conclusions :

1 . yn Ibn-ar-Rumi , the representative of the sent -~
-imental trend , clegiac poetry showes that Abbasid poets
became more deeply awase of experience, more inclined to
analyse it,and more able to communicate it to the reader .

2 . The third cetury A.H., witnessed an important
phenomenon , numerous ¢leglae poems pourning the death women,
Some of these poews contain love passages that show no
restrictions,personal or social .

Unfortunately,these poems donot express a deep human vision,
the scunsuality conveyed in them indicates that progress in
this century was confined to meterial and intellectual aspects
of 1life . |

Apparently it did not tauch social relationships,particulary
those between wen -nd wmwomen . ’

5 . The political trend, represented mainly by Abu -
Tamman and Al-Buhturi, was wide spread in this period .
roems were written to mourn not only the death of menbers
of the ruling fawilies but also the death of wewmbers of the
cther classes ., The wotive wos toadyism or wmoney .in this
the elegy deviated from its nain purpose'as an expression
of sorrow at the death of a person,aiming instead at financial
and personzl sain .

I, o The historical value of vlegiac poetry is important,
we find in it a reflection of pelitical and historical events.
sometines this poetry tried to influence the course of these
events .

5 . Innovations in the conceptual structure or the
enotional texture oi the clegiac poewm  depend on how true

and deep the poet's experience was . Qence, only those poens
which originated in actual sorrow have new features .

6 . Althouzh a commercial mentality lay behind mnmany

poems in the political trend,one can say that the Abbasid

poet was note presoncr oi his cgo Mle felt the problems of
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his soclety and expressed its aspirations, present and future

Y « In thought ,elegiac poetry lagged behind;remaining

essentially conventional., It did not take a contemplative
attitude or express spiritual anxiety towards death, tke
greatest problem facing human existence .

¢ o Shiite elegiac poctry reached its %enith in the
works of two poets , DI'bel al-khiza'i and Dik-ul-Jinn al-
Homsi . Unlike other poets , they took a deeply committed
stance based on an intimate relaticnship between religious
appearance and reality . Di‘belis poetry is characterized by
an ewotionally couprehensive vision ; in Dik-ul-Jinn‘s ,
thought and sentiment are cowbined .

a o« Abbasid poets, in their mourning of the destruction
of cities and ancient civilisations, showed an ability to rise
to humanitearien heights , unrestricted by time ,space,cread
or race ,

10 . In technique , clegiac poetry reflected ypenerally
the innovations .hich woere introduced into othar types of
poetry ., This can particularly be secn in imagryandits tendency
towards cowplexity and arbiguity . It is also cvident in that
harmony ol wusic that characterizes great elegies

In structure, the elegiac poum of the third  cotury AWH

breaks with the fawiliar conventions of the Yaside .
It dropps the conventional vpening in faveur of an opening
more relevant to the nature of poctic expericnce , besides,
the elegiac povem has achiecved yin sowe instances,a kind of
unity which one can ¢lwmost call organic .
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