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alsc throws light on the relation between vision and samples of absence
activities, malnly aspects of exuberant expenditure. Moreover, it presents
a mature portrayal of the Islamlc view considers earthly life a step towards

eternal life.

As this work studies referencial framework of the vision (the structure
of the visian peom,'the arrangement of the main internal components: remains
of the encampment, gray hair, and vision) in Al-Buhturi's poetry, the vision
in the Arab system of symbclization stands out as one symbol completing a
circle of Arabic symbols, not only in the attempt of the Arab individual to
present the experience and confront types of absence anly, but in order to
experience his presence and establish his future. Thé Arab individual before
Islam, who was terrified by absence, has now become with his new faith
capable of dreaming and reshaping the world. Yhus, the vision aspires to
life as an attempt to communicate and unite with the other in facing absence
which is a threat to all. It is a bypassing of current anxiety and a
recruitment before the unpredicatable and its potentials. The vision is a
cradle of unlimited dreams as well as a preconcetion of the time and
fulfilment of action, of the possibility of presence despite the certainty

of absence.

Through emphasising the vision as a focus for the dialectic of presence/
absence in its human dimension, Al-BuhturI stands out in his comprehensive
dialectic thought, as he reads the applications of this dialectic in other
dimensions : in nature, the universe, the world, and finds it a highly
organized dialectic, subjecting everything to its mechanics, free from

absurdity or chance.

As vision reaches this level, it becomes in Al-Buhturi's poetry a
philosoph through which the Being is seen and by which its dimensians are
measured, assuming its own logic, giving objects their own essential names.
Hence absence assumes its own name : night and death assume their poetic
synonyms. Positive absence becaomes equal to presence in every sense of the
word. Musing about the Being becomes sbsence from Being, more profound than

' physical presence or absence.
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analysis of such formations, but to a stage that enriches the idea and brings
out the inherent gualities of the text, thus rendering the vision in a
creative framework a field for interaction of desires, aspirations and

dreams inherent in the human depths.’

In accordance with the concept that "vision" is basically an "1mage )
and with the studies that consider the image a symbal graowing out of the
archetypes of collective concience, in addition to dreams or religious rites,
this study shows that the images of vision in the poetry of Al-Buhturi grow
out of sources connected with daily life, nature, the universe and the Islamic
tradltlon assuming the central image of holy isra’ (progress) from Makka
to Jerusalem. The Buhturi”vision proceeds from Damascus to Iraq and back. 50
Al-Buhturi reshapes the "image" of Isra!, and, by adapting its spatial
presence, he transfers it from its irrepeatable religious and historical

sublimity to the world of reality, where it could be repeated.

In the light of all this, and bearing in mind Al-Buhituri's position
with the Abbasid Caliph, the present writer takes another look at the
historical project which was carried out by the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mutawakkil
(206 - 247 A.H.) probably on a suggestion by Al-Bubturi™ (206 - 283 A.H.) his
play-mate and drinking companion, This was an attempt to move the seat of
.the Caliphate from Samarra in Iraq to Damascus in Syria. The failure of that
project was the beginning of a decline in al- Buhturi's dreams and fancies,
which were on the ascent from the moment the decision was carried out, only
to break down and bring with it the end of the Caliph in the very presence
of the poet . The worst image of such decline was that tragic pose hefore

Ctesiphon.

On a wider scale, extending the image to the dialectic of presence/
absence, the study of the relation between the vision and some activites of
presence denote that such activities do not hold before the vision, but are
controlled by unison with it or by absence. This throws light on relation
between the Abbasid Caliphs (247 A.H. onward) and those who rule in their

shadows, i.e their "visions" : ministers, officers and centres af power. It
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"Yision" in the poetry of Al-Buhturi™

A Study in the Dimensions of a Phenomenon.

This study comprises an introduction, four chapters and a canclusion,
A survey was made of 16 Diwans of Arabic poetry from pre-Islamic to
the second Abbasid period, in addition to 4 anthologies of selected poems

covering the same period.

In this corpus, a study was made of the image of "vision' in the work
of 31 Arab poets before Al-Buhturi™ .

The study tries to show that "vision" is different fram cther artistic’
phenomena in Arabic poetry as a symbol and a basic component of the Arabic
poem. This view takes variance with other views which consider the "vision"
an introductory device in the Arabic poem or a ghazal device. Such claim
relies on the linguistic concept which finds "vision” to be an "image" which
appears £o man while awake or.asleep. The study claims that "vision" is a
" dialectic focus where presence and absence meet, on artistic and objective

levels.

Vision is a natural phenomenone which does not accur except in a moment
of physical absence (sleep) which is expressed by dream/presence; or a moment
of abstract absence (mental) which is expressed in day-dreams/presence. In
the peom the vision forms within a unit whefe the time of the text and the
level of discourse indicate that the post has entered a moment of absence
to experience the special presence of the (absent) beloved, with all the
suggestive powers of that moment, which the poet explails to form the structure

of his poem,

Witn this in mind, the study proceeds to look into the components of
vision in Al-Buhturi” poems its types and dimensions which take the forms of
one/several, femininme/masculine, positive/negative, vision/self, inside/

outside, reality/imagination. This does not claim to be a final and complete
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