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ABSTRACT

The Meaning of The Meaning in The
Sayfiat and The Kafouriate of
AL- Mutanabi

by
Hafidah Saleh Nasser AL shiake
M.A.Arabic lit .& Criticism | Yarmouk University .

Supervisor
Dr. Abdul - Kadir Ahmed AL rabaee

This thesis _is entitled " The Meaning of the Meaning in The Sayfiat and
The Kafouriate  of AL Mutanabi . The meaning of meaning in an ancient
rhetorical and critical term Put forward by the Arab critic and rhetoricion Abd-
AL Qahir AL Jurjani who gives am equal and inseperable weight to both the
meaning and the words of some text. This is contrary to what some former
critics used to do . The distinguishes between words and their meaning by
laying some more emphasis on cne of them a part from the other depending on
the type of text in question . AL JurJani's definition of the meaning of meaning
can be elicited from the folowing statment of his " the reader as the hearer
should not arrive at the intended meaning through words perse , rather he or she
should know' the direct or the dictionary meaning of some word then set an
indication or lead which leads to the intended meaning or the meaning of the
meaning of the text under investigation . He believes that metaphor , metonymy
and simili are the key to reaching the meaning of meaning . The rationale is
that these rhetorical and critical forms adds to the literal meaning of some
word(s). : ‘
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The meaning of the meaning i3 an ancient Arab critical and rhetorical
mvention, but this study made clear in its theoritical introduction (background )
that the notion of the socond meaning or the meaning of the meaning *
mnfiltrated " into European critical and rhetorical thinking .  And that the
European critics , such as Ogdon & Ritchards learned this Arab invention and
issued abook having the same title in English - " The meaning of the meaning " .
In their book , the outhors talked about what AL- JurJani had talked .

It is most intresting to know that AL Jur Jani was works in this field led directly
to distinquishing between literal and non-literal meanings .

No motor what name or namer they gave to the notion of the meaning of
the meaning , they all have the same thrust which is givin above in AL JurJani's
definition .

This study is divided into four chapters . The first chapter discussed AL
Mutanabi's historical litrary linguistic, Philosophical and riligous backgruoned
which helped from his social and political visicus . It also helped Al Mutanabi
to aquire the aesthetic faculty of manipulating the language to express hs far-
fitted and profound meanings .

The second chapter dealt with the model of the Arab ruler as it was seen
or envisaged by AL - Mutanabi since he was a child and became a ware of an
era in which the ~Arab and Islamic culture were fading . The Arab arena then
needed an examplary Arab ruler . AL - Mutanabi started formulatng the typical
character of that ruler out of his dreams and wisher . He found this example
emboctied in Saif AL Dawlah AL - Hamadani : prince of Halab at that time .

The third chapter dealt with substituting of Saif AL Dawlah as a model
by Kafour AL- Ehshidi after the relationship of AL - Mutanabj and Saif AL
Dawlah deteriorated and eventually severed . .

The fourth chapter explores and explans how the image of the substitute
madel faded as a result of the deteriorated relationship between the poet and
the ruler and the scathing insults the poet had to undergo at the hand of an
unjust and tyrant ruler . Conseaquently , AL Mutanabi legan to vent his fury on
the ruler by unmasking his faulse and pretentions model . This attack on the
ruler was launched implicitly at the begining of the fued Kafour when he went
on a promise to grant AL - Mutanabi an authority over a prefecture | later , the
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attack on the rules took an explicit form when the poet became aloof from
Kafour's Jurisdiction .

In the fifth chapter , the study discussed matters pertaining to the poet
himself : his proud personality and how the poet made Saif AL- Dawalah a
perfect example of how the Arab ruler should be . This chapter also showed
how the poet gave his pride up to that perfect rule of his . He did so by
considering himself and the ruler as one united personality interms of bravery ,
pride and integrity .  Then the chapter showed how the poets opinion of Saif
AL - Dawlah was the immediate cause of thinking high of Kafour who failed
the poet by suppressing and humiliating the poet. Such a treatment resulted in
overcoming the poets pride which was recoverd soon after he abandoned
Kafour .

In bnef , this study discussed the notion of the model ruler which
preoccupied the poet and how such a notion changes as the poet's
psychological conditions change .
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