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The Autobiography in Kitàb Al 'I'tibàr of 'Usama Ibin Munqith Al 

Kinani (488H-584H) 

Prepared y 

 ALKHAMSAN, HUSSAIN ALI R  

Supervisor 

Salem Mar'I Husain Al Hadr si'

The study was divided into an introduction, a preface, four chapters 

and a conclusion. The introduction addressed the significance of the topic, 

the rationale for selecting it, and previous literature examining Kitàb Al 

'I'tibàr of 'Usama Ibin Munqith  as the researcher benefited from previous 

literature and in developing the methods of the study. 

As for the preface, the autobiographies of the book and writer were 

presented. As for the writer, his name, surname, nickname, birth, scientific 

and military background, his masters, books, death and relationship with 

Salah Addin were presented. 

For the book, the researcher addressed its content, scientific and 

literature value were addressed. Then, the researcher examined the linguistic 

and terminological aspects of autobiography in Arabic traditional prose, its 

origins and suggested a definition for autobiography. 

In the first chapter, the researcher examined the autobiography in 

Kitàb Al 'I'tibàr  with respects for writer's motives and his desire to write the 

book; rendering the successes and failures while admitting strengths and 

weaknesses as the ego becomes weak and fails sometimes; while it is strong 

and successes in others. 
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In the second chapter, the researcher presented the autobiography 

trends based on the content of the book examined in the context of the study. 

These trends were presented in the following domains: ethical, philosophical 

and mystic, political and social. 

The third chapter was devoted to discussing the basic issues 

investigated by 'Usama Ibin Munqith in Kitàb Al 'I'tibàr. These were: 

1- Life and death. 

2- Ego and the other. 

3- Objective and subjective. 

4- Memory between imaginary and admission. 

5- Admission and confession. 

6- Submission and mutiny. 

7- Human model ( The Woman). 

In the fourth chapter, the narration forms in Kitàb Al 'I'tibàr were 

investigated. The following topics were examined: 

First: Narrator. 

Second: The environment "The reality of place, time and society". 

Third: Artistic and historical narration in addition to description. 

Fourth: Narrative event; its elements and significance. 

The conclusion was dedicated to presenting the most significant 

results obtained. Finally, a list of references and autobiographies was 

presented.     

      


