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Derivational Transformations in Exaggeration and Semi-adjectival Forms in Old

and Modern Arabic Proverbs: A Statistical Comparative Study

A'asem M. Bani A'amer*

ABSTRACT

This study invites us to discuss the derivational transformations in exaggeration and semi-adjectival forms
between two ages. It considers proverbs because proverbs give a genuine image on what is popular on
people's tongues at a specific time.

To achieve the credibility of the study, a random sample of proverbs' books was chosen. The results showed
that depending on time and place, some forms are used and others are forgotten.

Some forms are common because they are suitable and easy; while other forms decreased because of their
difficulty.

KEYWORDS: Arabic proverbs, Derivational Transformations, Exaggeration form, Semi-adjectival
form.

* Language Center, Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan. Received on 19/4/2005 and Accepted for Publication on
19/9/2005.

~ VYA -


http://www.tcpdf.org



