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ABSTRACT

THE POETIC MOVEMENT UNDER THE PATRONAGE
OF AL-MANSOUR BIN ABI AMIR

By: Isam Abdul Majid Ahmed Al - Matrami

Supervisor: Dr. Salah Jarrar

The present piece of research aimed at investigating the poetic movement
during the reign of Al-Mansour Bin Abi Amer, whose name was mentioned in the
sources as Abu Amer Muhammed Bin Abduallh Bin Abi Amer. He was born in
Al-Jazira Al-Khadra' in Al-Andalus, and educated in Cordoba. Al-Mansour was
distinguished scholar who dreamed of leadership at an early age of his life.

The thesis is divided into introduction and three chapters as follows:
Chapter One:

Al-Mansour established a poets' council, which embraced a large number of
men of letters of the time, and were ranked according to their poetic proficiency.
Establishing such a council was motivated by Al-Mansour's aim at providing
legitimacy to his 1ﬁle and to serve as a publicity tool.

Chapter Two:

Al-Mansour's state was based on illuminating the personality of Al-
Mansour and his sons, the crown princes: Al-Muzaffar and Abdurrahman. In
their panegyric poems, the poets of the time concentrated on both ethical and
setup features of the man on the throne, Al-Mansour.

Al-Mansour put many poets in prison for various reasons, political,
religious and for ordinary crimes. The poctic product of poets contained

descriptions of the jail and appeals for the headman to set them free.
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The poets gave a description of the magnificent nature of Al-Andalus,
whether silent or sonic. Some of the poets, on the other hand, were influenced by
the inherited Arabic culture describing the desért, the camel and the miraj.

In fact, the psychological status and the feelings of the poets were obvious
in the various aspects of the ghazal poetry (lyric poetry) in that period; namely,
chaste ghazal, candid ghazal, pedophilia, and convential ghazal., They also
provided some poems of elegy, asceticism (zuhd) and nostalgia, and home
sickness. Although the pedophilia of the Andalus was affected by that in the
cast, we notice that chaste ghazal in Al-Andalus and in the east was identical.
The candid ghazal, however, described the whole body of the woman but lacked
an overall view. The conventional ghazal conformed to the introductory lines of
the flirt in the conventional pre-Islamic poetry.

Elegy in the poetry of the period under discussion was found to be in a
simple language when conducted with regard to public. In contrast, elegy of high
rank people was conducted in a highly illuminated language. It was also noticed
that asceticism (zuhd) appeared in different aspects against the luxurious life of
Andalusians,

The- Andalusian poets, in addition, described the cultural aspects of their
time.  Their description of food, for example, provided an idea of the
development of the Andalusian kitchen. In their treatment of drinks, they gave an
overall view of the favorable characteristics of wine. Their poetry was also a
reliable source for the industrial development of that period.

Chapter Three: ¢ ‘f T19°

Generaly speaking, the literary features of the period were of two
directions; namely (1) following the traditional pre-Islamic poem, particularly the
panegyric poem, and () following the most recent developments of poetry.
These two directions were found to be originally eastern, as apparent in the
linguistic structure and in their use of certain expressions that were rarely used in

the east. Another eastern feature of the Andalusian poetry under investigation is
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the rhetoric which was a product of the complexity of civilization. The
craftsmanship in poetry was also traced according to both content and form.
Finally, the researcher investigated the influence of the two major references of
Islamic culture: the holy Qura'an and the sunna which are considered the best

source of Arabic culture.
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