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         Abstract                                                                                                        

       The relationship between Arabic linguistic tradition and modern 
linguistic theories has been at the core of modern arabic linguistic 
thinking. Ac es among arabic 
scholars, who were concerned with both descriptive issues, and 
methodological questions. Since its early biginnings, the central concern 
of arabic modern linguistics was to ask whether  arabic thought should be 
part of modern descriptions of Arabic. In this respect, two views have 
dominated the debate on the issue. The first claims that modern 
linguistics even in the western tradition, is a natural continuation to 
classical tradition, including arabic linguistic insights. As a corrolary, the 
proponents of this view try to find out any correlations or analogies 
between modern linguistic theories, analyses, and terminology on the one 
hand, and traditional arabic grammatical thought, on the other. The 
second, claims on the contrary, that despite the importanceo of the 
insightful contents of traditional linguistic thinking, one should be careful 
in approaching this relation. In fact, the two modes of thinking are 
independent systems of thought. Consequently, our descriptions ought to 
be homogenous. The aim of this paper was to provide some notes on this 
issue. I will claim that a kind of bridging between different traditions, 
arabic western and modern is possible, provided that it is 
epistemologically and methodologically constrained. 
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