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AL-MUHKAM WA AL-MUHIT AL-A'DHAM ANALYTICAL
STUDY

Supervisor
Dr. Mahmoud Abdullah Al Hadid
Prepared by
Osama Salama Al Bawareed
Abstract

This dissertation studies the lexicon of al-Muhkam Wa al-Muhit al-
A’dham, which was compiled by Abi Al Hasan Ali, who i1s well-known
as Ibn Sidah Al Andalusi, born in Marcie in Y4Y A H, died in ¢°A A.H.
that he used the same phonetic system used in Al Ain Lexicon for Al
Khalil Bin Ahmad Al Farahidi and it was the second lexicon follows this
system after Al Bari" lexicon for Abi Ali Al Qali.

This study is divided into an introduction and five chapters. The
introduction starts with history of Arabic lexicons' appearance and how
they developed for the reason of keep the Holey Quran and the Prophet's
Hadith. Also, the researcher studies the stages of development of Arabic
Lexicons, starting from the Arabs talks to the stage of gathering terms
and classifying lexical writings then composing and writing
comprehensive lexicons. This urged the researcher to focus on the matter
of identifying lexicons, types of lexicons, the most famous lexical
schools, especially, the school of phonetic changes (Al Taglibat Al
Sawtiyeh) and its establisher, Al Khalil Bin Ahmad AL Farahidi and his
approach in composing which influenced those who came after him
especially Ibn Sidah Al Andalusi the organizer of al-Muhkam Wa al-
Muhit al-A"dham Lexicon who is this study is about.
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The first chapter introduces Ibn Sidah Al Andalusi, his name, birth
life, his instructors, his relationships with princes and his publications
then it takes in consideration the analysis of al-Muhkam Lexicon's
preface, where he used the details and particulars of his approach of
writing and the basics which he based on to compose his lexicon. This
study also goes behind how much Ibn Sidah Al Andalusi abided in his
approach's basics and we here conduct the analysis for his approach
through displaying and giving a number of examples from al-Muhkam
Lexicon covers the whole contents of his lexicon preface. Meanwhile, it
has been focused on the reasons for which this lexicon was organized, for
example, correcting the others’ mistakes and upon the request of the

Prince Abi Mujahed Al Amiri.

In the second chapter, which was titled with (Analysis the chapters
of al Muhkam), the researcher studies the divisions of the lexicon as they
were classified and arranged by the Ibn Sidah which are the consonantal,
stressed, debilitated verb then the vocalic then the base form of the verb
then the (Al Lafif), type of vocalic verbs then the quadric verb then the

penta-verb and hexa-verb.

The third chapter's title is (Sources of al-Muhkam and its Examples).
Hereon, the sources of which Ibn Sidah took his examples were studied
and it was found that they were from the most famous linguists and
grammarians and the other lexicons that he some times states these
sources and references and sometimes he does not indicate to the
reference. In the chapter, the lexical examples' types have been detailed
in Al Muhakkem. These types were: the Holey Quran, the Quranic
readings, Prophet's Hadith, dialects of tribes, sayings and proverbs,

poetry, and verse necessities.
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The fourth chapter with the title of (Subjects and Issues studied in Al
Muhakkem) this covers phonetic, syntactic, morphological issues, and
proper nouns, then other subjects include stating legends, information
about astronomy and astrology, meanings of letters and the Persian
utterances, and few rhetorical topics and other information which Ibn

Sidah said that he know nothing about.

The fifth chapter is titled with (al-Muhkam, critical and evaluative).
Here Ibn Sidah’s influence by the previous linguists and his influence in
those who came after him was discussed in details. This is clear in the
arrangement and the system of changes (Al Taqlibat) and taking form the
other, and the value of al-Muhkam in his syntactic, phonetic, prosodic
views and his indications to which included very important views were
not found except in Al Muhakkem. The weaknesses in al-Muhkam were
as using the arrangement system of Al Ain Lexicon and circumlocution
when exposing issues which he give an opinion about and he does not cut
off the real base forms of verb for some words and it was to be
considered as weakness of al-Muhkam that it has so much details of

explanations because of his very big encyclopedian knowledge.
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