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Abstract

THE POETICS OF DEVIATION: A STUDY OF MOHAMMAD
ALI SHAMSUDIN’S POETRY

UMEIMA ABDULSSALAM ALRAWASHDEH

Mu’tah University, 2004

The study deals with the theory of poetic deviation as exemplified in
the poetry of the Lebanese poet Mohammad Ali Shamsudin. Poetic
deviation holds that the language of poetry deviates from the rules and
principles governing prose. The study aims to apply the main principles of
the theory on Shamsudin’s poetry taking into account the various levels at
which deviation may occur: the semantic, the syntactic and the formalistic.

The dissertation (entitled The poetics of Deviation: A Study of
Mohammad Ali Shamsudin’s Poetry) falls into an Introduction, four
chapters and a Conclusion.

The Introduction maps out the principles of the theory of deviation
as postulated by different theorists. The first chapter discusses the
semantic deviation in Shamsudin’s poetry. The second discusses syntactic
deviation. The third chapter dwells on the issue of structural deviation,
which deals with idea of ungrammaticality. The fourth chapter focuses on
the issue of formalistic deviation-a deviation from the familiar forms of the
poem,
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