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Abstract

This study has two goals : the first is to
read the Arabic traditional grammar with the
eye of modern technical linguistics in order to
scientifically understand the grammatical theory
proposed By the early Arab grammarians,
namely Sebawayhi. The second is to try to
determine the place of this grammar on the map
of universal grammar. Regardless of what the
results of this attempt might be, the aim is to
probe traditional Arabic theory, which, is hoped
will deepen our understanding of that theory,
and help us to include it in the modern and
technical linguistic knowledge. At the same
time, we can go beyond it to a more beneficial
and scientific development, required by modern
demands. These modern demands require
traditional Arabic grammar to be developed by
integrating itself in modemn theories of
grammar. Thus the Arabic language can face
new challenges.

Thus, we have chosen the conditional
sentence and Sebawayhi analysis as it is
presented in his book Al-Kitab. Our study has
clarified the syntactic and semantic structure of
that type of sentences. It has also worked out the
grammatical rules which generate the
conditional sentences and the syntactic and
semantic constraints imposed on these rules.
The study has argued that the “then-clause” is

embodded within the “if-clause” by means of
binding notion ie. ta’liq according to
Sebawayhi. Besides, the study has explained the
movement of operators which govern the
conditional sentence, and the operators which
cancel such an operation while binding “then-
clause” to it. |

In this study, we have looked at different
approaches of the Arabic conditional sentence
in order to place them within the framework of
universal grammar as proposed by Chomsky to
determine whether or not such approaches meet
the scientific formula of observation, checking,
experiment, exactness and objectivity.

Finally, the study concludes that although
the thinking of the early Arab grammarian on
the structure of the conditional sentence was
adequate and insightful, it needs to be
modemized and brought up to date by the
techniques of modem linguistics science.

This will help us to develop the
Arabic language, so that it can face real
scientific challenges on the footstep of entry
into a new millenium.
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