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| ABSTRACT
The Place In Mudun Al-milh Novel

by Abd ar- Rahman Munif
|

This thesis attempts at studying ‘the subject of "place” in the
extensive novel Mudun al - MilP { Cities of Salt} , by Abd
ar-Rahman Munif . This novelist is considered one of the
most prominant Arab writers who contributed to the develop-
ment of Arabic novel - form. |

" place : is Munif's best matterg of interest and the driving
force behind his originality . The five sub- titles of the novel
show how close this extensive literary work is entwined with
" place" .

This concept is so interwined with the other elements of
the novel that it is not strange to characterize "place” as the
hero of this novel.

This thesis consists of an introduction , two main chapters
and a conclusion . In the introduction , the writer clarifies the
concept of " place" in phllosophy sociology and literature .

five

Chapter one of the thesis deals with the desert , sea, and
other elements as manifestations of " place " We can con-
clude here that " place” for the novelist . was an active rather
than an inactive element of the novel . " Place" here sur-
passed the concept of geography and became a political ,
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e
social and psyclological fact . This was apparent in the con-

trovercial relations which the novehst created between "
place" and the rest of the novel 's structural elements.

Chapter two of this thesis les devoted for the subject of
novelistic structure through the F:lements of literature and 1its
connection with " place"” . It in(ulzludes several aspects of the
writer's research , namely , the relation of " place” with time
and how one affects the other ,|real " place” and symbolic
characters, and the novelist's view of " place' and language .

. . | : .
we can say , in conclusion , that novelist Munif succeed-
ed in fixing " place " as a basic Tzlement in this monumental
work. |
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