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Semantic Fields & Semantic Sets of Economic Field Texts:
A Corpus-based Study

Abstract

The present study sheds light on economic texts through two
basic concepts in modern linguistics namely: Semantic Fields and
Semantic Sets, in order to reveal the semantic and lexical features
of such texts. To this end, Corpus Linguisticsc methods are em-
ployed to study a large collection of words and reveal the frequen-
cies and concordances of the words selected through the tools
provided by the KALC.

Four words are selected in this study and are called (words
under consideration), namely: Iqtisad (economy), Nift (petrol),
Ashum (shares), and Siyahah (tourism). It is assumed that these
words represent the economic field with its various sectors. It is
also assumed that each one of them has a set of words that col-
locate with it frequently, and may be categorized into different se-
mantic fields.

The results revealed that economic texts cover a number of se-
mantic fields, and the words that belong to these fields may be
considered as common words in economic texts. The results also
revealed that topics treated in economic texts are significantly re-
peated in such a way that words pertaining to a semantic set tend
to collocate significantly in order to form a topic. Such words are
collocates of the word under consideration, and each one may or
may not be one of the words that are categorized into a certain
semantic field.

Key words: Collocates, Collocation, Concordances, Corpus, Eco-
nomic Field, Frequencies, Semantic Fields, Semantic Sets.
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