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The Periods Used for Dating in the Epigraphs of Hejaz
During the First Three Centuries of Hijrah
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Abstract

This research has revealed the rules of grammatical periods and times
in the styles of Hijri calendar in light of epigraphs of Hejaz in the
early Islamic eras, specifically during the first three centuries of Hijra.
Those epigraphs contained certain grammatical texts that are deemed
one of the most authentic ones that came from Arabs in that regard,
and it was distinguished by the fact that they were written and
inscribed by eloquent Arabs who are regarded authorities by the
grammarians, among those who lived in Hejaz, and some of them are
epigraphs inscribed by the companions of Prophet Muhammad, their
sons and their grandsons among the tabi’in (the followers of the
companions). The research delved on studying and analyzing those
texts in accordance with the descriptive method, this includes a
discussion on the periods used for dating starting from dating with a
part of the day, which is its times, then dating with a part of the
month, which is its days and nights, then dating with a whole month
and even dating with year based on the Hijri calendar, with a mention
of the instances mentioned in each type and its grammatical
interpretation and categorization.

Keywords: Linguistic method of dating, date drafting, hejaz epigraph,
early Islamic epigraph.
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