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Abstract

The Poetics of Places in Yahya Yakhlof’s Novels

By

Alia Anwar Ahmad Alsafadi

Supervisor

Dr. Ibrahim Khalil

This study seeks to highlight the role of the place, and analyze its importance in the
novels of Yahya Yakhlof, considering it a main element of the elements for structuring
the novel, and an indicative sign that would reveal to us the dimensions of the novelistic
work, its contents and aesthetics.

This study uses the analytical descriptive approach as a criterion to resort to in
observing the elements of the place in the novels of Yahya Yakhlof, and in revealing the
meanings they contain, and the implicit connotations that contribute in sending signals
and indications that would deepen the idea on which the rhetoric of the novelist is
based, benefiting from the modern criticism studies in the novel domain.

The study comprises a prelude and three chapters. In the prelude, it demonstrates the
concept of the place and its importance in the novelistic work in general, and in the
Palestinian novel in particular.

The First chapter studies the open places particularly the city, the village, the camp, the

desert, the lake, the street and the camp.
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The Second chapter studies the closed places that include: the house, the tent, the hotel,
the café, the prison and the hospital.

As for the Third chapter, it was dedicated to talk about the relation of the place with all
the elements of the novel, particularly the character, the time, the language, the
narration and the novelistic perspective.

This study, by exploring the places and their characteristics in the novels, has attempted
to explain and analyze these characteristics and disclose the connotations and aesthetical
values they hold, and concluded to a group of findings that can be summarized in the
fact that the place in the studied novels is a main element; it is a referential place,
multiple, and dealt with care by the novelist, since he has invested it to carry special
connotations linked to it being a lost place analogue to the exile and the camp with all
the agonies suffered by its characters. So it ended up fusing with the other elements

affecting them and being affected by them.
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