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Abstract
The Family Saga in the Modern Arabic Literature
By
Suhetr Mahmoud Suleiman Ubeidat
Supervised by
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Al-Sa'feen

This study, the family saga in arabic Literature, consists of an
introduction, four chapters and a conclusion. The introduction explamns the
term, “family saga”, and discusses its origins and its characteristics
through some of its major examples in foreign literature. The first chapter,
"generations in Nagib Mahfouz's trilogy”, analyzes the three generations of
Si Ahma'ds egyptian family as representative of egyptian society and of its
intricate web of personal and social relationships over the period of fifty
years. The second chapter, "generations in the outlaws", traces the fates of
three generations of an Aleppan in Syra in the first half of this century.
The third chapter which deals with the generations in Cities of Salt. Abdul-
Rahman Munifs pentalogy of novels, presents the history of two
generations of the ruling family in the Arabian peninsula. This history casts
light on such issues as the state structure, the ruling ideology, colonialism,
development, tradition, as well as the growth of the oil cities of the region.

The last chapter is a discussion of the common literary features
of the family saga, based on the Arab models presented in the earlier
chapters. It deals principally with the representation of time in these novels
and with the various aspects of the realism of the family saga. It also
elucidates the integration of events and people in these works and
uncovers the role of each of these literary features in the building of
character in fiction. §E0TYA
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