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Autotextuality in (In The Presence of Absence)
for the poet Mahmoud Darwish.
By
Tareq Ali Ahmad Al-Sairafy
Supervisor
Professor. Adel Al- Ostah

Abstract

This thesis deals with the theory of autotextuality in Mahmoud
Darwish's book In the Presence of Absence, where the poet uses it to
autotextualize with him self in the essence, concepts, methods, images, and
glossary that serves concepts, which he does in his poetic and prosaic
works as well. So, is this autotextuality (or reconstruction of ideas)
considered repetition? Or has the poet created his text to avoid repetition?

And what has he innovated in this book?

This thesis shall answer these questions and others; so | divided it
into: an introduction, two chapters, and an epilogue. The introduction sheds
light on: the subject, previous studies, the importance of this study, and the

methodology | used.

In the first chapter, | examined the connection between his above
mentioned book- about which the whole study is conducted- and what has
proceeded of Darwish's poetry. | traced mutual positions of intertextuality,
and found that they meet at many points (i.e. topics), such as: childhood,
family relations, immigration and deportation, returning home, occupier

and jailor, Palestinian identity, alienation and exile, and sickness and death.



| have made these topics as basic titles in my research, and many
subtitles have branched accordingly, containing some other textualities. So,
| examined them from the perspective of: style, use of pronouns, past and
present tense verbs, and imagery. | also referred to the poet's vision of
action, or idea, or that of the subject of his poetry; then, that of In the
Presence of Absence, which means the time of action, and of the time of

writing about it, later on.

In the second chapter, | examined the relation between his book, and
what has proceeded of the poet's prose: his articles, letters, diaries, and
interviews. Thus, | revealed posts of textuality between In the Presence of

Absence, and its former prosaic works, as | did in the first chapter.

The epilogue contained the most important results | reached after research

and examination of this subject; | mainly found:

e That Darwish writes many texts on the same subject, but the
difference is noticeable in terms of style, glossary, expressions and
Imagery; thus, there is no repetition.

e That he wrote his book depending on memory; which means that he
may have forgotten some details of his past life. Especialy when he
wrote about that early stage of his childhood before Nakba.

e That he autotextualizes by drawing images, and reversing anaogy
sometimes, or even building imagery expressions.

e The poet makes great use of external textuality, by repeating it
differently in other texts. Consequently, it became part of his culture

and language, to create intertextuality.
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