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The Lffect of Pody Signs
on Arabic Syntax

Dr. Ali M. N. al-Madani

Abstract

This is a descriptive analytical study, aims at clarifying the effect of parallel body language on
Arabic syntactical rules. The structure of the study is basically built on the semantic interpretation
of body gesticulations into verbal indicators, by definition gestures do not have any effect on
syntactical rules unless interpreted into meaningful language structure, consequently considered
as stimulant syntactical agent. Although gesticulations are non verbal language, communicative
means and complement part of the uttered language, emphasize it or act as an alternative. These
signs are nonverbal language , and they act as means of communication, which complete the
verbal language, alternate it or emphasize it. The study relies on several branches of humanities
such as semiology, psychology, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics and communication. In
literary Arabic, there are some roots for these branches of knowledge which appear as deferent
statements by al-Jahiz, Ibn Jinni, al- Suhayli and others. These says point out that they were
aware of the importance of the signs of body language and their effect on the verbal language. To
the best of our knowledge no previous study has been attempted to discover the influence of body
language on Arabic syntax rules nor applied on selected subjects in Arabic syntax.

The selected subjects studied here are of two categories; the first category includes single
words, such as nouns of signs, pronouns, adverbs and nouns of verb, while the second category
is comprises structures, i.e. ‘imperatives’, negatives and ‘prohibitions’, interrogatives,’ calling’ and
emphasizing.

It was found that the effect of body signs clearly appear on the above mentioned subjects.
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