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Abstract

Literary Criticism in the works of Al-Jahez
Omar Hassan Abu Ghalion
Mu’tah University 2008

This study aims at exploring one aspect of literary criticism with which
the outstanding writer, Abu Othman A’mir Bin Bahr (Al-Jahez), was
concerned. Such aim has been achieved through throwing light on the
critical views included in his rich works. This thesis consists of four
chapters: the first chapter depicts the impressionistic views in Al-Jahez’s
works which in turn pave the way for the principles of such literary
criticism. The second chapter sheds light on a few psychological views
which were emphasised by the classical Arab criticism. Though such views
were implicit, we can conclude some indications which reveal an obvoius
concern of these aspects as seen in Bishr Bin Al-Mo’tamir’s pamphlet.

The third chapter investigates Al-Jahez’s method of literary criticism
through his own conception of Rhetoric and his representation of poetry
and its criticism based on a few views of outstanding writers of classical
Arab criticism. The phenemenon of repetition of Al-Jahez’s works has been
briefly emphasised.

The fourth chapter traces a few critical issues debated by Al-Jahez
which include form and meaning. Many critics who investigate this issue
regard it as a very problematic one. Furthermore, this study expounds on
plagiarism of poetry. Since this issue becomes widespread in Arab
literature , critics get more concerned with it.

Emphasis will be also placed on the issue of originality and banality in
poetry and the distinction between them. Finally, honesty and dishonesty
and their impact on the quality of poetry will be also emphasised.
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