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Rare and Semi-Rare Syntactic Structures
A. study of Linguistic Thinking Among Arab Grammarians
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(Received 26/1/1431H; accepted for publication 22/10/1431H)

Abstract. The present study does not only sketch in grammatical phenomena which were explained by a
host of Arab grammarians as syntactic rarities , but it also attempts to devise some rules in order to clarify
such rarities. Additionally , the study elaborates the way they manipulate phonetical , morphological and
grammatical aspects. However, it is too difficult to cite a comprehensive list of syntactic rarities described
by those great grammarians. In general , the study poses the following questions , What is meant by rare
syntactic structures ? What are the forms of these rarities in phonology , morphology and grammar ? Why

did they exist ?

Arab grammarians seldom quote the dialects of certain Arab tribes. that is to say , they didn't cite
any of their colloquial speech. It was rare to find a large number of citations in a certain syntactic
category more than the other. Then , what are the bases the grammarians relied on ? What grammatical
criteria are used to assess syntactic rarities ? Are syntactic rarities the same among all grammarians ? Or
can one syntactic rarity be rare for one grammarian and not for another ? The researcher divides his into
.preface , three researcher topics with a conclusion and finally a list with references and bibliography
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