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Abstract:

After being frequently used in expression in syntax references,
attracting the attention of the researcher, this paper has addressed the
style of negating what is affirmed to what refers to the first rather than
negating what is referred to the second in Arabic. That is, it attempts
to study the particles of negation, its syntactic characteristics, and
denotative domains. The paper concludes that there are three words in
Arabic used for negating what is affirmed to what refers to the first
rather than negating what is referred to the second, namely: the
coordinating /a al-Nafia (not), ghayr, and laysa. La al-Nafia is the
main particle that is used in negation more than the other two. Each
particle has specific conditions to achieve negation which is discussed
in this paper in detail. One important condition that is common to all
the three particles is affirmation of what is referred to the first where
each one does not entail the other. If the first entails the second, it is
considered al-Istithna (exception). Accordingly, negation is expressed
through using these particles achieving multiple denotative functions,
attributed, in most cases, to an overall function of disambiguating any
illusion expected by the addressee of what is affirmed. Sibawaih was
the first scholar who indicated this (general) denotative function. This
function creates a number of functions such as emphasizing one's
desire to disambiguate the illusion of gender's desire, emphasizing the
gender's desire to disambiguate the illusion of the desire of one,
informing the addressee of the fact that the addressor is aware of the
differences between affirmation and negation, etc.

Keywords: disambiguate the illusion, Taking the second out of
the rule of the first, La al-Nafia.
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