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Abstract

This paper aims at studying the methodology of automat-
ic syntactic annotation in the Penn Arabic Treebank Project
(PATB) launched by the University of Pennsylvania’s Linguistic
Data Consortium. Section One discusses the challenges and
shortcomings of the established Arabic treebank and the dif-
ferent stages of its progress. Section Two reviews the meth-
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odological background adopted by the PATB, and compares it
with the principles of Arabic grammar.

Key words: Syntactic annotation — Arabic grammar — syn-
tactic Treebank - Linguistic Data Consortium LDC
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