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Abstract
The Aesthetics of place in Hanan Al-Sheik’s Novels
By

Omar Khalid Ibrihim Khalifa

Supervisor

Dr. Ibrahim Khalil

The aim of this study is to analyze the phenomenon of place in Hanan EI-
Sheikh's novels , deéscribed as one of the signs that leads to explore the
depths of the characters . It also leads to clarify the relation between place
and time , and the influence of the textual place , of titles and beginnings ,
in helping us to increase our understanding of the narrative work
dimensions .

This study attributes to the analytical method which studies the text
internally , depending on the given modern narrative studies , specially the
structural method . In addition to the studies that interest in the poetics of
place and it’s influence in the response of the reader .

This study has been performed in an introductory and four chapters as well.
In it’s introductory has exposed a brief idea about Hanan El-Sheikh and the
studies that dealt with her novels , highlighting on the qualities of place in

her works .
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In the first chapter this study has focused on the relation between place and
character , by analyzing the types of place appeared in the novels , such as
house , café , bar and transportations .

In the second chapter it has exposed the image of the homeland and outside
countries in these novels .

Meanwhile , the third chapter is specified to study the relation between
place and time . The study shows that time , present or absent , plays a
significant role in our understanding of the nature of place with what it
holds of ideal and social meanings..

At last , the subject of the fourth chapter is the seuils , of titles and
beginnings , clarifying it’s types and ways of presentations m and the
influence of those in our understanding of the narrative text .

This study tried to avoid the external description of places , and tried to
enter the place relations with those who live inside it , clarifying the
different influences of place in the characters with respect to the point of
view they are looking through . The study reached many results contained

at the conclusion of it .
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