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Abstract

Presentation of Character in Iraqi Novel

This thesis is study’s the techniques
used by Iraqi novelists in presenting their
characters. It is believed that research on
this point is very important in discovering
the major aspects of structure of Iraqi
novel. Such an objective can not be
achieved accurately wunless the term
“presentation of character", which forms
the scope of this research, is clearly
defined.

Studying this term and the confusion
surrounding it has led to the discovery of
very important aspect of this subject. The
study of the emergence and development
of theoretical basis of this approach follow
this. The research on presenting
the character in Iraqi novels is divided into
two parts. The first part, ( Telling ), deals
with the techniques which the Iraqi writers
use to present their characters through
telling about them. It has been found that



this has been done in two basic methods,
the first by the narrator who appears in
the Iraqi novel in different ways, and the
second through the narrator-character
who appears as either "I as a witness" or "I
as a protagonist".

The second part (Showing) deals with
the techniques, which present characters
in Iraqi novels without a narrator. This
part is divided into two forms: the showing
by reference, which in turn is used in Iraqi
novel in two ways: reference of dialogue
and monologue of character; and reference
of names, acts, physical appearance and
places of characters, while the second
form, showing by character appears in
Iraqi novel in three forms:

1. The character is presented by itself.

2. The character is presented by other
characters.

3. The character is presented by itself
and other characters.

The conclusions of the research have
been divided into two main sections: one
section deals with the theoretical aspects
of introducing the protagonists, while the
second section deals with such



introduction in Iraqi fiction.

Concerning the first section, the
research disclosed some aspects of the
ambiguity surrounding the term
introducing the protagonist as a result of
difference in translation and shortcomings
of academic discipline. The reasons for
choosing this term from among other
similar terms have been explained.

The research also studies the
emergence of “protagonist introduction” in
the Anglo-Saxon criticism and the
formalist Russian criticism. We also
studied its development and its bases in
various criticism studies.

We then settled for a specific vision and
approach for the introduction of the
protagonist. This can be described as a set
of techniques which the writer uses to
introduce his protagonists to the reader.
This takes place through the imbedded
writer who uses two main methods for this
purpose; informing and exposing.

The other part of the conclusions deal
with the informing and expository aspects.
It has become obvious to the reader that
the Iraqi fiction does not include a
distinctive and technical method
introduction of protagonist. This in our



view 1s related to the limited technical
ability of many writers.

The thesis did not discover any
technical development in the introduction
of protagonists in the Iraqi fiction and
therefore did not produce and specific
characterization which can be considered
peculiar to Iraqi fiction.

This is due to the fact that Iraqi fiction
has been influenced by the Western fiction
since its beginning and up to now. Such
influence did not allow the Iraqi fiction to
acquire a specific characteristic that may
distinguish it.

The modest technical structure of the
Iraqi fiction has left its impact on the
technical standard of the techniques of
introducing the protagonists.

The Researcher
Atheer Adil Shawai



