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ABSTRACT  

The  present study is entitled (The Structure of Place, A Comparative  Study 

between the Novels Al-Jahim al-muqaddas of Burhan Shawi and Helana of 
Hussain Arif). As clear in the title, the study deals with and compares the 
structure of place in these two novels, according to the principles of the American 
school of comparative literature. 

The study falls into an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion. The 
introduction tackles the theoretical aspect of the study. Here we embark on the 
linguistic, philosophical, and critical concept of place. In doing so, we explained 
the linguistic meaning of place, and philosophers contribution to the concept of 
place. Then, we referred to the role of western and Arab critics in establishing a 
theory of place in both western and Arabic discourse. 

The first chapter (Modes of Place in the Novel) consists of two sections. The 
first tackles positive and negative place, while the second addresses the 
dichotomy of real vs. imagined place. 

The second chapter also consists of two sections concerning the description of 
place. These are preceded by a definition of description, its importance in 
narratives, its role in establishing place, and the nature of description in classical, 
realistic, stream of consciousness, and modern novels. The first section tackles 
the function of description. Here we have selected three functions of description: 
the aesthetic, interpretive, and illusionary, while the second section deals with the 
relationship between description and narration. 

The third chapter, which also consists of two sections, is devoted to The 
Relation of Place to the Elements of Novel . The first section deals with place and 
character, while the second deals with place and time, where the influence of time 
on place is explained. The technology of spatiotemporal montage is also 
explained in this part. As for the relationship between conflict and event, they 
were presented within the context of the relationship between place  and character 
and time. 

Finally, the major conclusions are presented at the end of this study.      

A 


