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  ABSTRACT    

 
This paper highlights the origin of the use theory of western linguists and their 

followers of Modern Arab linguists.  It shows that the Arab grammarians were not far 
away from understanding the role of context: the Quran interpreters depended on context 
to explain the meaning of verses, and when speaking about compositionality, Abdul Qaher 
aljurjani connected the clarity of the word with the context and the structure in which it is 
used. It also shows that al–khaleel and Sibawiyeh depend on the linguistic context to 
explicate the content and reference of expressions and extending it to explain sentence 
meaning. They depend on performance indices such as pause, stress and intonation. Their 
dependence on the context of situation is clear form their use of the speaker–hearer's 
intention to decide the utterance meaning, as well as their interest in the pragmatic 
ambiguity and judging an expression to be false or true, and allowing for deletion, 
depending on body gestures, the five senses and the rest of the contextual factors. Thus al–
khaleel's and Sibawiyeh's applications meet with the linguistic, though they are further in 
time and space.  
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