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Abstract

Issues of Literary Criticism in the Third
Century A.H.

This study comprises two bases. The first depends on
gathering the several Literary Critiques in the third Hijri
Century. For, this century provides thorough and advanced
perspectives to deserve the title of Criticism. A main point in
this context is the effort exerted by al-Jahiz who formulated an
integrated theory. A theory adopted by his successors in
discussing all issues of Literary Criticism.

The second basis, however, comprises an effort to
establish the position of the 3rd Century in the Literary
movement and their understanding of literature vendications
and findings. Their different intellectual directives are clearly
reflected in their different positions. Their panorama comprises
those who stick to the inherited heritage, others who call upon
the rule of mind; those who set off from their particular stand
being members of the ruling family and some other poets who
feel that critics have failed to fairly describe their creative

product. Therefore, it has been an imperative need to compare

the views of all those who contributed to relaying the poetic
experience to us with the aim of reaching to conclusions
relevant to the third century.

The present study consists of two main parts:
Chapter One: It is focused on integrating the Criticism Theory
and the views of modern scholars. The chapter comprises five
main issue:
-  The Concept of Poetry: Its definition, nature and function.
- Ancients and Moderns
- Truth in Literature.
- Natural Gift and Art.
- Form and Content.
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The second chapter, however, has been set to
complement the first one with regard to establishing the gap
between those issues and their specimens. This gap has
turned out to be a very wide one, in certain cases; whereas
these issues and specimen have been identical in other cases
to the extent of producing an ultimately accurate and creative

in Criticism theory.

Nevertheless, the clear difference among the attitudes of
critics in this.century must be the best evidence to the impact
of the environment and its components on critics. Aithough
they went beyond their predecessors, they continued to stick to
the views of the critics in the second Century A.H.
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