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The Conjunction "Or" in Surat Al Baqarah "A Grammatical and Semantic 
Study" 

 
Dr. Murad Rafiq Albayyari 

Department of Arabic - Faculty of Arts - King Faisal University 
 
 
Abstract. The idea of this research depends on the study of the meanings of the conjunction "or" in Surat 
Al Baqarah trying to show the different meanings of this conjunction and explaining the reasons and 
interpretations. In addition, the study proceeded to analyze the verses that grammarians and commentators 
differed in the meaning of "or" in that verses. Moreover, the reason for the choice of this conjunction is 
that its meaning does not settle in the reader's mind as it has multiple meanings and connotations in 
accordance with the general intent of the speech, so that this conjunction had different meanings 
according to the analysis of and understanding of the Quranic text of the grammarians and commentators. 

Moreover, this study shows the importance of this difference and its role in the understanding of 
linguistic discourse and grammar of the Qur'anic text. Moreover, it helps to indicate the role of such 
conjunctions in the cohesion of the Quranic text, and understanding its purpose. This study adopts the 
analysis approach in the study of verses that have the conjunction "or," and presents a graphic organizer 
summarizing the meanings of "or" in the verse that is under study at the end of each section. 
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Aspects from Ancient Yamani Dialects in the Contemporary Qassim Dialect: 
A Study for Different Sementic that Begins with Ba, Ra and Other Letters 

Between them 
 

Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed bin Suleiman Aljumah 
Professor Associate philology participating in the Faculty of Arabic Language 

Social Studies 
Qassim university 

 
 
Abstract. This paper is a contrastive Linguistic study. It aims to indicate that a number of dialectal 
semantic aspects, which have been raised by the Early Arab Linguists attributed to Yemen or to one of its 
tribes, are still exist in the one of Contemporary Arabic Najdi dialect, namely the Qassim Dialect. 
Moreover, the current study attempts to trace the transition route taken by those aspects. 

This paper adds increasing evidence, reached by contemporary historical and contrastive linguistic 
studies, to the strong contacting link between the ancient and old Arabic dialects, especially in Arabian 
Peninsula dialects, and more specifically, in the middle of Arabian Peninsula where the Qassim Dialect is 
located. Such a location has made this dialect  largely isolated from outside influences, which is reflected 
positively on the dialects of its people. And as a result, the Qassim Dialect  has clearly retained its  
originality in which we do not find in other contemporary Arabic dialects. 
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The Color in ibn abd Rabbo's Collection of Poets 
and its Semantict Objective and Artistic 

 
Dr. Salim Obeid Abdul-MohsinAl-Gararaa 

Assistant Professor 
College of Arabic Language and Social Studies 

Qassim University 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

2014 
 
 
Abstract. Color is considered as a main element of Artistic Expression, color provides poem with the 
Expressive power to direct his thoughts, and to deepen his Artistic vision, this is because Color holds 
Aesthetic Connotation and Variety Methods help in the Image formation. 

The color considered to be basic of the Text elements that work to produce many Aesthetic 
meanings which form Distinctive Vibrant Photos of color of beauty has high-capacity to influence in the 
recipient mind. 

In this research- study on the Aesthetic of colors in Ibn  spoets, has been highlighted,it is 
a Tag Stylistic study aim to identify some phenomena of color in his color in his collection of poets, in an 
attempt to reveal the artistic value and aesthetic significance, through which the poet described the 
emotion situations, passed on his life. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

                                                           

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                        

 



 

                                                           



 

                                                           



 

                                                           



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                           

 



 

                                                           



 



 

                                                           



 

 

                                                           

 



 

                                                           

 

 



 

                                                           



 

                                                           

 



 

                                                           
 

 



 

                                                           
 



 

                                                           
 



 

                                                           
 



 

                                                           



 

                                                           



 

                                                           

 



 

                                                           

 



 

                                                           



 

                                                           
 

 



 

  

  
 

 
  
 

 

                                                           



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mohammad Althobaity And The Structure Of Poetic Dictionary: 
Vision and meaning  

 
Dr. Suhiel Abdullateef Alfetiany 

 Assistant professor of modern literature and criticism 
Faculty of Arts - Arabic Language and Literature Department 

Hail- Saudi Arabia University  
 
 
Abstract. 
different levels: place, time, and language. The purpose is to detect his vision about reality and its 
changes and contradictions. 

Much concentration was given to place exemplified by the duality of desert and city. Since the poet 
was not able to adapt himself to such a place, his vision was negative and thus had a feeling of loneliness 
or dislocation.  

The research also deals with the duality of time: the past and 
 

Duality of language, according to the poet, is distributed between the inherited language and the 
modern one. Some real attempts are made to renew his dictionary through reinforcing old or traditional 
terms/words with new meanings. We can also notice his usage of a poetic dictionary that reflects 
modernization and the nature of his new experience.  
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Forms  of  loyalty among the Arabs before Islam 
 

Dr. Fatamah Ali Bakhashwin 
Associate Professor of Ancient History 

Princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman University  College of Arts - Department of History 
 
 
Abstract. In the pre-Islamic era (Jahiliyyah) shortly before advent of Islam, the Arab society was a tribal 
one which was adapting with the nature of the surrounding environment. For example, they gathered in 

 
There are a number of bonds linking the tribe individuals to each other and linking one tribe to other 

tribes. This interconnection i
feeling of cohesion and solidarity.  

In this way, loyalty is considered the source of political, military, and social power which links the 
individuals of the tribe to each other.  

This research deals with the patterns of loyalty in Arabs before Islam. These patterns are various 
such as: kinship, alliance, neighborhood, adoption, slavery, emancipation.   

The research aims at focusing the light on these patterns to know the bonds which led to the 
cohesion of the Arab society before Islam especially in the absence of many studies that ignored Arab 
history before Islam.  
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Some human values through the texts of King Hammurabi  
(1792-1750.B-C) 

(An analytical study) 
 

Dr. Sheikha Obaid  Al Habra 
Department of History - Qassim University 

 
 
Abstract. Dressed Find purposeful nature intended access to a range of human values associated with 
human life and his tendency fungal where he was consistent and clear assessment of some of the bad 
qualities of lying, cheating, theft and other refusal by nature sound, explaining Salah actions link the 
goodness of manners. So reformers and legislators old Iraq approach issuing system laws, the laws of 
which (Ornmo - decide Ishtar-Ashnon - Hammurabi) for the purpose of the meanings of good and evil 
and to save the dignity and human security 

And the importance of this subject has wanted to write about this topic methodology scientific 
analysis of the importance of human values in the life of the man taken into account during the 
Hammurabi Code because of its impact on the organization and promotion of human behavior to improve 
the humanitarian community and civil 

Therefore, Code of Hammurabi most important legal reference Old collection in which all laws and 
customs Sumerian, Akkadian and developed in line with the social, economic and political variables and 
highlighting the elements of civic life based on achieving justice and fairness oppressed and punish the 
unjust and the leadership of the Division of stability and security has been considered was the diversity of 
Justice through life, including requirements (legal -alasri -alaguetsada  

Among the most important values: chastity that are keeping self-limiting for Underworld marital 
relationship Ali al-Shara limits also stressed that such a relationship is based on trust and respect and to 
reduce the adultery has been so varied relations between (taboo - abnormal - compelling  

Honesty and integrity: manifested itself clearly in the Code of Hammurabi in all areas of life 
dealings emerged in areas such as (the judiciary -tab -aljeic) 
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The Status of Farming Lands Under the Ayoubi Rule 
(570-648 A.H/ 1174-1250 B.C) 

 
Dr. Abed Al Mouiz Asri Bani Issa 

Assistant Professor 
Department of History Faculty of Arts- Yarmouk University 

 
 
Abstract. This study aims to identify the locations of the farming lands with respect to the administrative 
formations during the Ayoubi era. The study also evaluates the extent to which the farming lands made 
use of irrigation sources such as rivers and springs as well as rainfalls. It also sheds light on the type of 
trees, grains, and vegetables that the Ayoubi peasants grew. The study also highlights how land property 
and feudal system worked for high-ranking Ayoubi officials, dignitaries, princes, army leaders and 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers.  
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Aldeen AlKhalji Research 
(1296-1316/695-716H) 

 
Dr. Khyria Mohammad Ali Al  Sannah 

Professor Assistant, Princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman University 
College of Arts, History Department 

 
 
Abstract.  AlKhalji, who ruled from the 
period of (695-716H/1296-1316), he is one of AlKhaljeiha state Sultans that ruled the Indian sub-
continent, this research reveals his efforts in securing the country from external threats, and his work on 
the propagation of Islam, extending his power into new areas did not arrive by any one before him, also 
shows us his role in the provision of prosperity for his people. According to these efforts, this research 
has been dedicated to him. 

The fact of this research necessitated to divide into an introduction, number of points to view the 
topic, conclusion and Appendices, as follows:  

Introduction: including the origin of AlKhaljeiha Family and their appearance as great power until 
they arrived to the real authority. 

Then the research has been displayed in number of points as following:  
 AlKhalji and how he got to the Sultanate. 

 AlKhalji Delhi the capital, Sultan GalalAldeen cousins. 
And then we approached a sense of Sul  AlKhalji greatness, and directing the throne 

of his uncle to him. 

the country, which were represented in three key points are:  
Confrontation of the Mongols. 
New conquests during his reign. 
Internal reforms during his reign marked by the issuance of administrative, economic, social 

decrees, and the issuance of regulations to follow up the implementation of these decrees. 
Then the research has dealt with the historical, constructional, and Military effects that have done in 

 AlKhalji epoch. 
Then the death of the Sultan and his commandment. 
The conclusion of the research: including several historical facts, appendices, finally proved a list of 

sources and references that have been adopted by the researcher. 
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Abstract. One of the several areas located in an arid zone is the environment in Al Qassim, the subject of 
flash flooding. At present, Rainstorm and watershed characteristics are the most influencing factors on 
urban areas, which are located directly on the Wadi Al-Rimah and its tributary Wadi An-Nisa. Most of its 
final characteristics Wadi took from the middle Holocene Ca 5ka, when the Wadi has extended and runs 
through this area without any impact. At present the flash floods are one of the most dangerous weather-
related natural disasters in the Waid An-Nisa, and can create hazardous situations for people and cause 
extensive damage to property. 

 A spatial survey using Shuttle Radar Topography Mission and fieldwork investigating in many sites 
that are present in the Wadi An-Nisa showed moderate to middle runoff in the Wadi in semi-moist 
Environment with intensive vegetation cover. However, the main hydrologic network and their tributaries 
were active; it is likely drained and received its water from the upper catchment of Jabel Dekhnah.   The 
incised North West channels of Wadi An-Nisa are experienced flash floods with major damage to people 
and property. Study showed that the urbanization areas occurred along the Wadi itself, and most of the 
expansion is in the downstream end close to the Wadi An-Nisa channel.  The scheme administrator who 

 
 
Keywords: (SRTM) Shuttle Radar Topography Mission.  Holocene . Al Rass.  Wadi An-Nisa. Wadi Al-
Rimah 
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Abstract.  

Study Title: The Role of the multiple technological means to achieve the objectives of the subject 
social work practice with groups 

The study determined the problem in an attempt to identify: Does the use of multiple technological 
media in Teaching subject social work practice with groups contribute to achieving the objectives set 

The study was aimed to "identify the nature of the use of technological media in Teaching practice 
of social work with groups, and its role in achieving the objectives of the subject, and to identify obstacles 
to be used in the course, and come up with proposals that achieve the maximum benefit for the objectives 
of the subject of the of social work practice with groups. 

The study found a number of results was the most important: 
Teaching staff members and students are agreement about the role of technological media in 

achieving the subject of social work practice with groups goal such as: 
1- Anabling to understand the social work practice with groups subject content in an Interesting and 

attractive way 
2- Qualify and prepare students for practical life. 
-Most important obstacles has been to: the existence of frequent damage of technological media 

hinder use them in achieving the objectives social work practice with groups goal. 
-The most important Suggestions: the availability of UCC services on e classroom study on a 

continuous to achieve maximum benefit of objectives social work practice with groups goals. 
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The Effect of the Dialogue Journal on Developing Engineering College 
 

 
Majid N. Al-Amri, PhD 

College of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, 
College of Education, Taibah University 

Al-Madinah Al-Munawarah 
 
 
Abstract. Effects of implementing the dialogue journal as a bridge from written conversations to the 
academic argumentative essay with 51 
course were investigated. During a 15-week semester, the control group (n=26) and the experiential group 
(n=25) joined a three-semester-hour academic writing course which meets 3 times a week for 50 minutes 
each period.  One 50-minute period each week was assigned for teaching the argumentative essay. 
Findings indicated that (a) course instructors believed that they had covered the argumentative elements 
in class; (b) experimental students demonstrated significantly higher levels (p >.01) of perceived 
knowledge and achieved significantly better (p >.01) than did control students on written and videotaped 
participation assessments; (c) students and instructors showed positive perceptions of the dialogue 
journal; and (d) in general there is not too much difference between groups in attitudes towards academic 
wiring; the apparently slightly more favorable feelings of one group in one assessed area may be reversed 
in another.  
 
Key words: Pedagogy; dialogue journal; argumentative essay; academic writing; EFL learners; English 
language centers; higher education   

 

 
  



Majid N. Al-Amri, PhD 2 

Introduction 
 
In an attempt to improve the overall performance of students, English language 
teacher educators and curriculum developers have started to question the 
fundamental fairness of teacher-centered approaches and traditional achievement 
tests (e.g., objective tests such as standardized tests) as a measure of the growth and 
achievement of English language learners. (Alamillo et al., 2005) Instead they have 
strongly recommended various non-traditional forms of teaching approaches and 
assessment (i.e. alternative assessments) including classroom observations by 
teachers, journals, portfolios, self-and peer-assessments, conferences and interviews, 

ion into a 
functional theoretical framework by situating individual cognitive development in a 

of all the alternative assessments, (Brown and Abeywickrama, 2010), journals have 

-
Bolton, 2013, p. 3) They have gained popularity in recent years and their potential 

in a pedagogical model that stresses the importance of self-
 

As journals have been promoted in the field of EFL education, a number of 
overlapping categories or purposes in journal writing have emerged such as 
language-learning logs, grammar journals, responses to readings, strategies-based 
learning logs, self-assessment reflections, diaries of attitudes, feelings and other 
affective factors, acculturation logs.  Most classroom-oriented of journals are what 
have now come to be known as the dialogue journal, (Brown and Abeywickrama, 
2010), which is 
regularly (daily, weekly, etc., depending on the educational setting) over a semester, 
school year, or course. The teacher is a participant in an ongoing, written 
conversation with the student, rather than an evaluator who corrects or comments on 
the student eyton, 1993, p. 2) The dialogue journal has been utilized 
within the field of English language teaching, and the results showed that the 
dialogue journal has the potential to create a non-threatening constructivist  
learning environment which can promote meaningful student involvement (Issirlis, 
1996; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000; Lee 2004) through extensive writings (Peyton et 
al., 1990; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000) for a real audience. (Peyton et al., 1990; 
Sanders, 2000) 

Despite a recent criticism of the dialogue journal in English language learning 
classes that it bears little relation to the academic writing in which EFL students may 
be required to become competent, an argument can be made in favor of the dialogue 
journal as a pedagogical tool for the rigors of academic writing for two main things.  
(Denne-
they need to be comfortable with their writing abilities, and writing in dialogue jour-

 (Denne-Bolton, 2013, p. 8) The dialogue 
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dialogue journal has the potential to give students way to see beyond the surface 
conventions of academic writing to their fun

theoretical framework by situating individual cognitive development in a context of 
, 2011, p. 28) Denne-Bolton (2013) explained 

that rhetorical forms can arise naturally out of the student-generated content of 
dialogue journals through having the liberty to write about a range of issues and 
engage with mature concepts in their dialogue journals, students are given the 
opportunity to learn inductively which lays the foundation for rhetorical knowledge 
understanding the reason why one or another rhetorical form is used, and that 
knowledge makes it easier for the writer to use the correct form. However, while the 
dialogue journal has been used successfully with English language students in a 
variety of different ways, we could not locate studies which focused specifically on 
independently writing particular academic essays (the argumentative essay in the 
present study, for example). Also, although some previous studies showed promise 
in the potential value of using the dialogue journal as a way to enhance student 
participations and writing abilities, we do not see direct investigations of the effect 
of the dialogue journal on students  attitudes towards academic writing itself.  

 
The theoretical concepts providing the framework for the implementation of 

the dialogue journal in the EFL classroom are threefold. They relate first to the 
construct that the dialogue journal is a key mediator in the construction of 

constructions and constellations with respect to values systems, practices and a 

(MacRuairc, 2011) Prompts and available resources are of great help to students.  
Thus the use of the dialogue journal in the EFL classroom can draw its theoretical 
vitality from a variety of cognitive theories particularly the later work of Jean Piaget 

-historical aspect of 
knowledge and the role of the social context in facilitating the process of learning. 

process work as a foundation for cognitive development and deep understanding in a 
complex and fundamentally nonlinear process. From the sociocultural perspective, 
the socio-historical aspect of knowledge and the role of the social context facilitate 

the interpersonal space where 
minds meet and new understandings can arise through collaborative interaction and 

useful framework for the consideration of using the dialogue journal inside the EFL 
classroom: blending cognition and social interaction into a functional theoretical 

classroom activities. (Clark, 2011) In other words, it can be assumed that the 
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dialogue journal can help students work with instructors and peers as a community 
of discourse engaging in activity, reflection, and conversation, (Fosnot and Perry, 
2005), in a non-threatening constructivist learning environment which can promote 
meaningful student involvement (Issirlis, 1996; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000; Lee 
2004) through extensive writings (Peyton et al., 1990; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000) 
for a real audience. (Peyton et al., 1990; Sanders, 2000)  

The second related trajectory of scholarship draws on perspectives focusing on 
the nature of linguistic acquisition and interactional adjustments by the native 
speaker or more competent interlocutor. In this regard, a consideration of interaction 
using the dialogue journal is highlighted 

gaps in their linguistic knowledge, test their hypotheses about the target language, 
, 2013) Drawing on perspectives which 

focus on the nature of linguistic acquisition and interactional adjustments by the 
native speaker or more competent interlocutor, second language acquisition theories 
can also provide support for the use of the dialogue journal. Interaction (Long, 1996) 
and output (Swain, 1995) hypotheses are examples. Interaction hypothesis suggests 

requests message clarification and confirmation and a speaker follows up these 

(Pica, 1994, p. 497), would trigger interactional adjustments by the NS or more 
competent interlocutor, facilitating acquisition because it connects linguistic input, 
internal leaner capacities, particularly selective attention, and output in productive 

s in their linguistic 
knowledge, test their hypotheses about the target language, and reflect on their 

Both perspectives provide the basis to consider how the 
EFL classroom setting, where socio-cultural and cognitive and linguistic systems 
meet and sometimes clash, is delimited by specific expectations for particular forms 
of linguistic practices and ways of thinking. 

Finally, a key construct unifying both perspectives is a consideration of the 
manner in which EFL academic writing students operate within different situations, 
each delimited by specific expectations for particular academic writing practices in 
terms of cognitive/linguistic involvement level and contextual support degree. The 
early work of Cummins (1984) which demonstrated the differences between BICS 
(Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills) and CALP (Cognitive Academic 
Language Proficiency) can be regarded as a key construct unifying both 
perspectives. It considered the manner in which EFL academic writing students 
operate within different situations, each delimited by specific expectations for 
particular academic writing practices in terms of cognitive/linguistic involvement 
and contextual support degree. BICS describes the development of conversational 
fluency in the second language and CALP describes the use of language in 

contextual supports and props for language delivery. Face-to-
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s provide, for example, non-verbal support 
to secure understanding. Actions with eyes and hands, instant feedback, cues and 

ions. Where higher order thinking 
skills (e.g. analysis, synthesis, evaluation) are required in the curriculum, language is 

 
In the context embedded situations, the students are encouraged to negotiate 

meaning in written conversations where the language is supported by a wide range 
of meaningful paralinguistic and situational cues, negotiated rules and dispersed 

(Cromadal (2001), as a group of people who share a certain set of practices through 
joint action (Gee, 2004).  This type of the interaction was more typical of the 
everyday world outside the classroom, while many of the typical writing skills and 
linguistic demands of the classroom reflected activities which are closer to the 
context reduced end of the continuum. In the context reduced situations, the students 
have to rely on their linguistic cues to meaning and their successful writing skills 
rely heavily on their typical knowledge of the language to do, for example, 
individual free writings on general topics in their dialogue journals. The dialogue 
journal can also be used to addresses the developmental aspects of the writing skill 
in terms of the degree of active cognitive involvement in the activities, in other 
words, the amount of argumentative elements that have to be processed 
simultaneously by the individual in order to carry out the activity. Informal written 
conversations and free writing activities, for example, require few argumentative 
elements and thus require little active cognitive involvement while writing 
argumentative essays on particular academic topics are activities which require more 
argumentative elements and thus require more active cognitive involvement. 

Research conducted from a social constructivist perspective has reported 
positive effects of the dialogue journal on English-language learners  compositions 
and writing skills. Peyton (1989), for example, used dialogue journals with 
beginning ESL learners to provide opportunities for them to learn correct 
grammatical forms and structures and master some elements of morphology such as 
the past tense of regular verbs and the plural and third-person singular -s, the copula 
be, the progressive auxiliary +/-ing, and the past tense of irregular verbs through 

correction of student errors, correct grammatical forms and structures can be 
modeled i
journals written by 16 university students for changes over time of the length of 
sentences, complexity of sentences, and accuracy. She found sentence length and 
accuracy progress differ 
showed a decline in accuracy, some of the students were using the same words in 
more sophisticated and focused topics. As a volunteer English instructor in a 
community literacy program in Central Texas, Larrotta (2008) implemented 
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dialogue journals (DJs) in an effort to engage 17 Hispanic adult ESL literacy 
students in writing for authentic communication. This class took place twice a week 
for periods of two hours for an entire semester. The main goal of the DJs was to 
establish communication in English in writing with each student. In other words, the 
students and the researcher had individual private conversations in writing. The 
researcher responded to students  journal entries the same way she does when 
friends or colleagues send her an e-mail message or drop a note for her in her 
mailbox. She did not point out the students  mistakes in their letters, and she did not 
make corrections on their compositions. Not correcting students  mistakes right 
away was for the researcher as the instructor a new way of looking at students  
writing. It was hard at the beginning because she was not used to returning students  
compositions without explicitly having pointed out their mistakes. The researcher 
and her students did other writing activities aiming for correct grammar and 
spelling, such as a literacy autobiography in which the students followed the steps in 
the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing), including a final 
typed version. The DJ activity became more exciting as the written conversations 
progressed since the entries became more personal and authentic.  

Recent studies have used a critical frame to consider issues of power, identity 
and social and cultural diversities within classroom contexts. For example, Brown 
(1996) implemented dialogue journals between students as well as with the teacher.  
He found that the use of dialogue journals with the teacher could provide students 
freedom and privacy and give the teacher an opportunity to adjust writing level of 
each individual student to a higher level as the journals progress. Brown (1996) 
concluded that the use of dialogue journals between students would help students 
feel comfortable and create positive attitudes towards social and cultural diversities. 
Situating dialogue journals within the Vygotskian sociocultural theoretical 
framework, Darhower (2004) explored weekly dialogue journal communication as a 
form of mediation in L2 learning. Data was examined from the journals of eight 
learners (four high-frequency classroom participators and four low-frequency 
participators) in an intact intermediate college Spanish class. The study reported 
unique ways that dialogue journals function as mediators of (a) identification as a 
language learner and reflection on language learning experiences; (b) consolidation 
of course content as evidenced in the reporting of personal experiences and opinions 
relating to topics covered in class; and (c) use of language functions stressed in the 
classroom. The researcher concluded that the dialogue journal is an interactive 
writing environment in which learner goals and agency can comprise an important 
part of the learning process. Also, M  promise in the 
potential value of using dialogue journals as a way to write without having to worry 
about anxiety or social pressure. He investigated the reflective journal writings of 10 
high school students who had recently arrived in the country. He found that dialogue 
journals not only improve the quality of writings of non-native English speakers but 
also help them to establish their identities and voice in English. 
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Statement of Research Problem 
 
Nearly most English language centers at universities are now offering English 

academic writing courses. As English academic writing has recently gained special 
attention due to its place at the center of teaching and learning in higher education, 
fulfilling a range of purposes according to the various contexts in which it occurs, 
(Coffin et al., 2003), educational program organizers and policy makers have 
expressed concern over the accountability of programs. English language teachers 
also need to be able to assess the performance of individual students in order to 
improve their own instruction, given the learning context has traditionally been 
focused on teacher-centered instruction and measurement-driven assessments, and 
students have few opportunities to go beyond the knowledge telling towards more 
dynamic, complex and probably more sophisticated skills of critical thinking and 
self-
surface conventions of academic writing to their fun
Mchawala 2001, p. 58) This represents an unnecessary and detrimental reduction of 
the potential for the complex socio-cognitive dimensions of learning academic 

els of schooling, hates 

and they have particular difficulty with the concept of academic writing with  
fear of a teacher s scrutinizing every grammatical or spelling error, (Brown and 
Abeywickrama, 2010), which usually result in student low achievement  
and underachievement and significant achievement gaps between students. 
(Alamillo et al., 2005)  

 
Importance and contribution of the study 

 
While the dialogue journal has been used successfully with English language 

students in a variety of different ways, we could not locate studies which focused 
specifically on independently writing particular academic essays (the argumentative 
essay in the present study, for example). Also, although some previous studies 
showed promise in the potential value of using the dialogue journal as a way to 
enhance student participations and writing abilities, we do not see direct 
investigations of the effect of the dialogue journal on students  attitudes towards 
academic writing. Therefore, the current study provides us with more 
understandings as to the implementation of the dialogue journal as a bridge from 
written conversations to the argumentative essay that is not acknowledged in 
traditional EFL classrooms in higher education context.  

 
Terms definitions 

 
Written conversations 

Discussions of written comments between the teacher and the students to 
improve the argumentative essay writing 
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Dialogue journals 
Journals in which each student carries on a private written conversation with 

the teacher and share it with other students for a period of one academic semester 
 

An argumentative essay 
An essay in which the student agrees or disagrees with an issue, using reasons 

to support his opinion 
 

Study objectives and hypotheses 
 
The study aims to investigates the effect of the dialogue journal on English 

namely, whether it is possible to use the dialogue journal as a bridge to help students 
move to argumentative essays while they are engaged in written conversations with 
their instructors and peers in higher education context, and if so, what effects it may 
have on particular argumentative essay elements (i.e. a clear stand on an issue, a 
clear statement, a clear argument, a solid evidence for arguments, a clear opposing 
argument, an explanation of the opposing, 
and paragraph level, rebuttals to the opposing argument, and a block pattern or a 
point-by-point pattern) and overall student essay performance. Also, the study is an 

n
to determine student classroom participation. Furthermore, the study tries to 
investigate the effect of the dialogue journal on the attitudes of the experimental 
group towards academic writing as compared to other students in the control group.  
To this end, six hypotheses will guide this study.                

1. Course instructors will cover the argumentative essay elements in class. 
2. Experimental students will achieve better than do control students on 

perceived knowledge assessments  
3. Experimental students will achieve better than do control students on 

videotaped participation assessments.  
4. Experimental students will achieve better than do control students on essay 

writing assessments. 
5. Experimental students and their instructor will show acceptance of the 

dialogue journal. 
6. Experimental students will show more positive attitudes towards academic 

writing than do control students.  
 

Research Design 
 
The present study was conducted on engineering bachelor s students enrolled 

in an academic writing course (N = 51). The main objective of the course was to 
help students write coherent and unified four types of academic essays: chorological 
order/ process essays, cause/effect essays, comparison/contrast essays, and 
argumentative essays. This three-semester-hour course meets 3 times a week for 50 
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minutes each period. The students were administered a survey to decide if they had 
or they would have any educational instruction about the dialogue journal to write 
argumentative essays other than their weekly classes. No students were identified as 
having had or presently using the dialogue journal, but seven students, identified as 
having had instruction about argumentative essays, were assigned to the control 
group. This would force assignment and classes with odd numbers of students 
resulted in the unequal distribution between the two groups. Therefore, half the 
students were assigned to the control group in two classes (with 14 and 12 students), 
and the remaining students were assigned to the experimental group in two classes 
(with 13 and 12 students). The researcher discussed the theoretical perspectives and 
nature of the study with the instructors of the experimental group during one hour 
informal meeting. The instructors of both groups have almost the same teaching 
experiences and academic degrees. Both groups of students attended the course for 
an equivalent amount of time each week during a 15-week semester. One 50-minute 
period each week was assigned for teaching the argumentative essay. The control 
group had no activities with the dialogue journal. Quizzes and assignments were 
used for assessment and feedback. The experimental group was involved in 
activities with the dialogue journal.  

To minimize discussion among peers, the experimental-group members were 
asked not to discuss the dialogue journal until the study was concluded. Students 
used dialogue journals to write argumentative essays in 14 study weeks and doubled 
their writing assignments the day following an absence. Only the first session was 
intended to orient students towards the dialogue journal to be sure they encountered 
no problems; they were, for example, informed about materials, frequency of 
writing, length of writing, writing instructions and topics, journal partners/groups. 
(Peyton, 1989) Also, students were introduced to nine elements of the argumentative 
essay which were recommended by four professional instructors of EFL during the 
development stage (1) a clear stand on an issue; (2) a clear statement; (3) a clear 
argument; 4) a solid evidence for arguments; (5) a clear opposing argument; (6) an 
explanation of the opposing; (7) 
paragraph level; (8) rebuttals to the opposing argument; and (9) a block pattern or a 
point-by-point pattern. Students were informed that the elements would be covered 
as they move from written conversations towards academic argumentative essays. 

To determine the effect of the dialogue journal on the experimental students  
attitudes towards academic writing as compared to the control group, all students in 
both groups completed Likert-type surveys in their first class meeting. It contained 
specific response choices. Response descriptors and positive/negative polls were 
varied in an effort to maintain respondent focus of attention.  I analyzed 
experimental student attitude towards academic writing by tabulating individual 
responses followed by the associated mean and standard deviation (see Table 1). All 
mean responses were 2.26 or lower on a 5-point scale, with a standard deviation 
range of 0.53 to 0.77. T-tests revealed that attitudes towards academic writing were 
not statistically significant at p < 0.01 in all areas.  
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Table (1). Results of Pretest of Students  Attitudes towards Academic Writing . 

 
Dialogue  Journal 

Class 
(n= 25) 

Traditional Class 
(n= 26) Question 

t SD M SD M  

0.86 0.60 2.24 0.74 2.08 Do you think academic writing is an interesting 
subject? 

0.38 0.64 2.08 0.73 2.15Do you think academic writing would help you 
in your future job? 

0.59 0.69 2.16 0.77 2.04Are you excited about learning academic 
writing? 

0.46 0.66 2.24 0.67 2.15Is academic writing easy to understand? 

0.33 0.56 2.32 0.53 2.26Do you recommend other students to study 
academic writing? 

0.21 0.73 2.12 0.74 2.09Would you like to study academic writing in the 
future? 

0.47 0.65 2.19 0.70 2.13 Overall 
 

Following the treatment all students completed Likert-type attitude surveys 
containing specific response choices created. I varied response descriptors and 
positive/negative polls in an effort to maintain respondent focus of attention. The 
control-group survey included questions about perceptions of specific knowledge 
regarding writing argumentative essays. The experimental group survey included the 
same questions, and additional questions and specific response choices concerning 
the dialogue journal were also included. Following an opportunity to view any 
argumentative essay element we wished, the instructors completed a Likert-type 
survey designed to find out if they felt the element to be assessed had been 
adequately covered in class (see Table 1). They responded to a 5-step continuum 
anchored by not at all  and comprehensively.  Additional questions related to the 
teaching methods and possible irritants regarding covering the argumentative essay 
elements, students  participations and any changes observed in the classroom.  
 
Table (2). Course Teacher Responses Indicating Perceived Adequacy of Material Covered in Class. 

            Responses    Questions 
    Low                   High      
     How well do you think you have covered teaching your 

students how to use  
. . . . in their argumentative essays?  

 SD   M 5 4 3 2 1 

0.50 4.25 1 3 - - - a clear stand on an issue 
0.82 4 1 2 1 - - a clear thesis statement 
0.50 4.25 1 3 - - - their own arguments 
0.96 4.25 2 1 1 - - solid evidence for their arguments 
0.50 4.75 3 1 - - - a clear opposing argument 
0.58 4.5 2 2 - - - an explanation of the opposing 
0.82 4 1 2 1 - - 

level 
0.50 3.75 - 3 1 - - rebuttals to the opposing argument 
0.50 4.75 3 1 - - - A block pattern or a point-by-point pattern 
0.64 4.33 19 22 4 - - Overall 

 Note. A dash (-) indicates no response. 
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Students completed a researcher-designed written posttest assessment. Testing 
took place at the end of the semester.  It included two parts. The first part included 
matching, multiple-choice and true/false questions designed to assess each student s 
knowledge about the argumentative essay elements. This assessment only contained 
material the instructors believed they had covered. Students were asked to write I 
don t know  for items they could not answer, providing me some assurance that the 
students had no accidently skipped the item. The second part of the assessment 
included one essay question. Students were given three argumentative topics and 
asked to write an argumentative essay on one of them.  

A videotaped posttest, conducted to determine participants  active learning, 
requested students to work in groups and pairs, do presentations, and make 
discussions and search for information from on-line and written supplementary 
materials provided by their teachers. Students were videotaped in random order as 
they went through the class routines and assigned a number displayed on the tape.  

Two professional instructors of EFL reviewed the argumentative elements 
during the development stage to evaluate them and recommend some of them for 
students to learn. The researcher graded the first part of the written test based on the 
answer key. The essay question was evaluated by the two instructors based on a 5-
point scale rubric which was designed by them to measure the nine elements of the 
argumentative essay. Video evaluation also involved a 5-point scale rubric 
developed by evaluators in which they indicated the observed students  interactions 
inside the classroom. Independently judged evaluations of the video and written 
assessment were analyzed using the Pearson production-moment correlation 
coefficient that indicated an acceptable interjudge reliability of 0.95 for the written 
essay assessment and 0.81 for the video assessment. 
 
Table (3). Results of T- . 

 Dialogue  Journal 
Class  
           (n= 25) 

     Traditional 
Class 
             (n= 26) 

Question 

t SD M SD M How much do you think you  know how to use . 
. . . in the  
argumentative essay? 

3.48* 0.70 2.92 0.55 2.31 a clear stand on an issue                                          
3.13* 0.65 2.80 0.65 2.23 a clear thesis statement 
4.80* 0.70 3.08 0.67 2.15 your own arguments 
4.54* 0.71 3.20 0.57 2.38 solid evidence for their arguments 
3.28* 0.60 3.12 0.50 2.62 a clear opposing argument 
2.53* 0.84 2.96 0.89 2.35 an explanation of the opposing 
3.49* 0.69 3.16 0.58 2.54 

paragraph level 
5.59* 0.65 3.40 0.74 2.34 rebottles to the opposing argument 
2.22 0.59 3.48 0.59 3.12 a block pattern or a point-by-point pattern 
3.67* 0.68 3.12 0.64 2.45 Overall 

* The result is significant at p < 0.01. 
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Research Findings 
 
To determine whether the teachers believed they had covered the 

argumentative elements, I calculated the mean responses and associated standard 
deviations for the appropriate survey questions (see Table 2). Results indicated that 
all mean responses were 3.75 or higher on a 5-point scale with an overall SD range 
of .50 to 0.96. Generally, the instructors seemed to believe they had covered the 
assessed material. 

I calculated student responses on the appropriate survey questions to determine 
the students  perceived knowledge of the assessed areas (see Table 3). T-tests 
revealed that dialogue journal responses were statistically significant, except in one 
area (i.e. a block pattern or a point-by-point pattern). 

Scoring of the students  essay and video assessments placed the advantage 
toward the student. For a response to be counted low, both evaluators had to mark 
that specific low response. If either evaluator counted a response higher, the higher 
response was considered. This procedure allowed latitude for teaching style, 
presentation, terminology, and interpretations. 

Written and video assessments were analyzed by comparing percentage of 
items across groups. Based upon a possible total of 100, traditional written scores 
ranged from 30 to 81, with a mean of 60.54. Dialogue journal written scores ranged 
from 47 to 95 with a mean of 70. This difference between groups was significant on 
the Mann-Whitney U test (n1 = 25, n2  .01). Traditional class scores on the 
video assessment based on a possible total of 100 ranged from 29 to 75 with a mean 
of 62.62. Dialogue journal video scores ranged from 52 to 97 with a mean of 72.2. 
This difference between groups was significant on the Mann-Whitney U test (n1 = 
25, n2  .01).  

I analyzed experimental student attitude toward the dialogue journal by 
tabulating individual responses followed by the associated mean and standard 
deviation (see Table 4). All mean responses were 3.96 or higher on a 5-point scale, 
with a standard deviation range of 0.51 to 0.98. Overall, the students seemed pleased 
with the dialogue journal. When asked if they wanted to use the dialogue journal in 
the future, 22 students responded yes . When asked if they had a chance to use it in 
other English language courses, would they be interested to use it, 23 students 
responded yes . 
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Table (4). Dialogue Journal Group Responses Indicating Perceptions of the Dialogue Journal. 
          Responses  Questions 
         Low              High  

SD M 5 4 3 2 1 
0.98 3.96 10 5 9 1 - Did the dialogue journals help you understand how to 

write an argumentative essay? 
0.87 4 8 10 6 1 - Do you think the dialogue journal would have helped 

you work with other students?       
0.51 4.48 12 13 - - - Were you excited about using the dialogue journal?   
0.74 4.28 10 13 1 1 - Did the dialogue journal help you participate with your 

teacher more inside classroom?   
0.65 4.48 14 9 2 - - Do you recommend the dialogue journal to be used with 

students in the other group? 
0.76 4.36 13 8 4 - - Are you going to use the dialogue journal in the future? 
0.75 4.26      Overall 

Note. A dash (-) indicates no response. 
 

Questions related to the instructors  perceptions of the dialogue journal and its 
implementation showed a strong propensity toward acceptance of the dialogue 
journal and its perceived value. None of the instructors believed that the students 
had missed too much of their regular class, and all the instructors indicated they had 
noticed improvement in the classroom participation and/or attitude of the students 
using the dialogue journal as opposed to those who did not.  All the instructors 
indicated they would adapt their teaching in order to use the dialogue journal, they 
would use the dialogue journal in other courses if it were possible, they thought it 
would be beneficial to use the dialogue with other classes, and they would have 
students use it outside their classroom. 

Student responses were calculated on the appropriate survey questions to 
determine the students  attitudes towards academic writing (see Table 5). T-tests 
revealed that in general there is not too much difference between groups in attitudes 
towards academic wiring. The apparently slightly more favorable feelings of one 
group in one assessed area may be reversed in another area. 

 
Table (5). Results of Academic Writing. 

 Dialogue  Journal Class 
(n= 25) 

Traditional Class 
(n= 26) Question 

t SD M SD M  

0.28 0.96 2.35 0.71 2.40 Do you think academic writing is an interesting 
subject? 

0.51 0.80 2.08 0.84 1.96 Do you think academic writing would help you 
in your future job? 

1.78 0.46 2.72 0.70 2.42 Are you excited about learning academic 
writing? 

1.14 0.79 2.04 0.88 2.31 Is academic writing easy to understand? 

0.64 0.88 2.12 0.78 2.27 Do you recommend other students to study 
academic writing? 

0.66 0.95 2.54 0.99 2.36 Would you like to study academic writing in 
the future? 

0.84 0.81 2.31 0.82 2.29 Overall 
The results are not significant at p < 0.01. 
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Discussion 
 
Findings in this study show promise in the potential value of using the 

dialogue journal as a way not only to cover the argumentative elements but also to 
improve students  perceived knowledge of argumentative writing elements as well 
as academic writing ability to produce coherent and unified argumentative essays 
compared to other students in the control group as essay written assessment and 
videotape analysis showed. Also, videotape analysis showed that the experiential 
students appeared more active in participation than students in the control group. 
These findings are in line with previous investigations which reported positive 
effects of the dialogue journal on the achievements and participation of EFL writing 
students. (e.g., Peyton, 1989; Casanave, 1994; Brown, 1996; Darhower, 2004; 
Miller, 2007; Larrotta, 2008)  

One possible reason for the significantly different achievement ratings between 
groups may be the learning environments which the dialogue journal would create 
for students. It seems reasonable that students involved in traditional learning 
environments may not learn better the material presented as appropriately as they 
learn in environments in which instructors and peers work as a community of 
discourse engaging in activity, reflection, and conversation, (Fosnot and Perry, 
2005), in a non-threatening learning environment which promotes meaningful 
involvement (Issirlis, 1996; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000; Lee 2004) through 
extensive writings (Peyton et al., 1990; Nassaji and Cumming, 2000) for a real 
audience. (Peyton et al., 1990; Sanders, 2000) Such a learning environment with its 
contextual support and interactional adjustments would not only enhance students  
participation but also their cognitive and linguistic abilities, and as a result, their 
academic argumentative writings.  

Overall results indicated an acceptance of the dialogue journal. Both the 
instructors and students indicated a desire to have and use the dialogue journal, and 
there was a perceived educational value for implementation. However, 
implementation of the dialogue journal was met with a number of negative 
perceptions of the dialogue journal from some learners. One of the instructors argues 

the acceptance of the dialogue journal was not fully realized until the 
conclusion of the study . . .  For some students, the dialogue journal was perceived 
as something more like an interrogation . . . There was sometimes a tendency to 

 a 
part of the classroom discourse which sometimes took the form of silence,
instructor writes. One possible justification for the improvement of the acceptance of 
the dialogue journal is that negative perceptions of the dialogue journal from some 
learners such as resistant behavior was more the result of organizational features of 
social networks and instruction than other factors, and was therefore rectifiable 
through classroom management. (McFarland, 2001) 

In general there is not too much difference between groups in attitudes towards 
academic wiring. The apparently slightly more favorable feelings of one group in 
one assessed area may be reversed in another. One possible justification may be 
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attributed to the fact that attitudes, as an affective response, are determined by 
beliefs, which are basically cognitive.  For example, academic 
competence accepting in a second language would mean to them rejecting their 
collective identity. (Valenzuela, 1999) In other words, academic specialist varieties 
of language are complex, technical, and initially alienating to many learners. They 
are significantly different from people s everyday varieties of language. Academic 
specialist varieties of language are also integrally connected to complex and 
technical ways of thinking. They are the tools through which certain types of content 
are thought about and acted on. (Gee, 2004)  
beliefs about writing and writer identity, these activities are useful in any classroom, 
across disciplines, in which high-
Reda, 2011, p. 171) Much time, effort, and determination may be required for 
significant change in students  attitudes towards academic writing to take place.  

 
Conclusion 

 
Results of this study showed an acceptance of the dialogue journal by both 

students and instructors. The dialogue journal was also found to be effective in 
raising student achievement levels in writing argumentative academic essays and 
class participations.  However, several limitations were inherent in the design of the 
study. First, in order to find a large enough population four different sections were 
used. Therefore, differences between course instructors, student demographics, 
facilities, and equipment are only some of the factors that may have influenced the 
results. Second, the decision to assign students with the dialogue journal experience 
to the control group and the adjustment for classes with an uneven number of 
students may have influenced results. Third, even though students were asked to not 
discuss the dialogue journal amongst their peers, this behavior was never verified. It 
can be assumed that any such discussion probably benefitted the control group s 
assessments. Finally, all researchers must be cognizant of the halo effect  that can 
influence students such as this where a group of students receives a different type of 
attention and pedagogical practices than do their peers. The various ways in which 
the dialogue journal can be used are as numerous as pedagogical practices and types 
of academic writing essays. It seems reasonable that the success demonstrated here 
could be equaled by similar dialogue journals written for writing courses mentioned 
in the literature. Based on the quantitative and qualitative results in this study, future 
investigation in implementing the dialogue journal in academic writing courses with 
different types of writing essays is recommended. Also, the effect of the dialogue 
journal on students  attitudes towards academic writing is warranted and should be 
actively pursued to help students see the relevance of their identities as successful 
[academic] writers in contexts other than school and to renegotiate their positions 
and abilities to draw on and make use of various writing conventions. It is in making 
these efforts that we believe we can help struggling  students become competent, 
confident, empowered and emancipated [academic] writers.  (Worthman et al., 
2011, p. 327) 
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