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Abstract :

This study aims at highlighting the influence of Western
colonialism on the African people, as it is depicted in the novels of
two famous African writers, namely Chinua Achebe and Ngugi Wa
thiong’o, novels that deal with two important stages in the history of
the African continent : colonialism and post-colonialism.

To achieve our objective, we have based our analysis on
Cultural Studies referring mainly to postcolonial approach, the most
adequate approach to uncover the harshness of colonialism as well as
its psychological, social religious and cultural effects on the colonized
Africans.

The aim pursued in this study is to reveal the flaws and tricks of
Western hegemony and to prove that the West is still dominating the
African continent, even after its alleged departure.

Accordingly, this doctoral thesis tackles a number of political,
social and cultural issues that Ngugi and Achebe dealt with in their
novels. These issues can be summarized in the following research
questions:

- What are the main means used by British colonialism to
influence the Sub-Saharan African societies?

- What are the effects of British Colonialism on the African novel?

- What are the literary devices used by Ngugi and Achebe to
uncover the tricks used by Western colonialism to subdue the
African man?

- Has African literature embraced hybrid culture? Or has it rather
contributed in purifying African culture from colonial influence?
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The research ended up with the following results:

- The colonization of Africa was motivated by material and moral
ambitions which the Europeans endeavored to reach right from
the beginning of their settlement in the continent through the
spread of their institutions, such as missionary churches and
educational schools which were meant to guarantee the
submission of the colonized people to Western hegemony even
after their liberation from the shackles of colonialism.

- Western colonialism had a direct influence on the birth of
African nationalism which manifested itself in several
movements, such as Pan Africanism, African Unity, Negritude
and African literature in general.

- The term “African Literature” reflects the colonialists’ racist
view, which was meant to classify African literature on an ethnic
basis.

- The modern African novel is known to have a Western shape and
an African content.

- The modern Anglophone African novelists have succeeded in
depicting two real pictures of Africa: one before colonialism and
the other after it, refuting the Western view of the ‘Negro’ as a
barbarian, uncivilized creature.

- The influence of Western education is felt in its different shapes
in the novels of Achebe and Ngugi. In addition to religious,
educational and psychological influence, many European literary
movements, mainly critical realism and socialist realism,
dominated their novels.

- Through their novels, Achebe and Ngugi succeeded in
uncovering the different mechanisms of submission and control
used by the colonialists to dismantle the infrastructure of the
African society ideologically, socially and psychologically.

- The novels of Achebe and Ngugi can be considered as political
novels since they are dominated by the political concerns of the
writers’ countries (Nigeria and Kenya), mainly the kind of
African leaders who descended to the political arena with their
opportunistic and dictatorial background.

- Despite the similarities between Achebe’s and Ngugi’s world
views, we concluded that the writers’ ideas diverged on many
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Issues because of the different kinds of education they received.
While Achebe limited himself to denouncing the white man’s
civilizational mission in Africa, Ngugi has openly called for a
peasant and proletarian revolution to free his people from
colonial domination.
Both Achebe and Ngugi succeeded in fictionalizing the history of their
societies, in proving that African indepence is only a dream and in
demonstrating the continuity of colonialism in post-independence

Africa.
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