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Syntactic Analysis of the Vocative Particle ?ayy

Abstract:

This study investigates the debatable structures of the
vocative particle Zayy. This work has come up with a number
of results, one of which is the existence of a number of
opinions which were attributed to its non-founders in this
concern. These opinions are: (1) Zayy is a relative particle
(silah) , but not a vocative particle (waslatu nidaa?) which
connects the defined vocative noun. This opinion was
mistakenly attributed to Al-Akhfash. (ii) The license of
assigning the accusative case for the 2aay’s subordinate,
which was mistakenly attributed to Al-Mazini. (i11) The
optional dispense of the relative pronoun by the definite
noun, which was mistakenly attributed to Ibn Malik after
Ibn €Asfur. A variety of opinions have also been emerged
concerning the -Aa attached to 7ayy. The researches argue
that it takes place from the relative?alif together with the
defined noun after 2ayy for ease of articulation. The syntactic
structure of nouns following Zayy is also debatable. Some
argue that it is parsed as an attribute (wasf) , and some parse it
as an appositive ({atf bayaan). However, the researchers have
assumed that it is possible to be parsed as a primitive vocative
noun which is assigned the diacritic -u replacing its accusative
counterpart because it is the real vocative noun. Zayy is therefore,
a connecting particle which is not parsed syntactically.
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Alternatively, they argue that the vocative noun is presumably
parsed as an appositive of this particle.

Keywords: ?ayy, Vocative Particle, Construction, Analysis.
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