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Abstract :
We are concerned in this paper with the proper entry of the expletive pronoun
in Arabic which is known in Arabic grammar as “the anticipatory pronoun”.
We have adopted the MP as a theoretical framework. We have looked at the
extent to which the lexical insertion mechanism, adopted by the generative
Grammar, is adequate to explain the expletive in Arabic. Applying a
comparative study, we have shown that the expletive in Arabic as in English is
a result of syntactic necessity to rescue the structure from crash, which
legitimizes a hypothesis postulating that the expletive in Arabic has a pure
syntactic entry and doesn’t have a lexical one. So we have suggested the
syntactic generation mechanism to explain this phenomenon. The syntactic
generation doesn’t suppose that the expletive is part of the lexicon, but rather
generated at the syntactic level as last resort to rescue the governing structure.
We argue that the expletive is not subject to the thematic criterion and the
lexical selection properties. Moreover, we have proved that it is not possible to
replace the expletive in Arabic by the associate as it is the case in English. We
have also used the difference in the agreement system between personal
pronouns and the expletive to support this assumption.
Key words : expletive, syntactic generation, lexical insertion, checking,
features, agreement, thematic criterion.
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