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Summary of the dissertation

Title: The phonological processes in the C3 defective verbs in the

framework of Government Phonology

Researcher:Laila Abdullah Ali Bawazir

This dissertation is an attempt to explain the phonological processes concerning do-
main-final long vowels and glides in Arabic verbs by the notions of the theory of Govern-
ment Phonology.

The processes discussed are: vowel shortening, deletion of vowels and glides, assimilation,

movement of vowels and glides and insertion of glides.

The aims of the study are the following:

1 - To prove one consistent approach of verbal conjugations where the final consonant is a
glide, instead of proposing its absence in the deep structue of some morphological
forms and its presence in others.

2 - That the explanations given succeed to relate all phonological processes to the syllabic
positions in the deep structure of each verbal form, following the projection principle
and the notions of government and movement posited by the theory of government pho-
nology.

3 - That the phonological context be the main clue for the explanations given for the pro-
cesses attested in the studied forms.

4 - That the studied forms be related to the attested processes in the various old Arabic dia-
lects and in other semitic forms sharing the same underlying phonological context.

The study resulted in the following conclusions:

1 - Suffices attach to the verb ending in long vowels not in glides, when the first form of
that verb undergoes such a phonological process, and whenever the glides occur, there
lies a morpho-phonological reason. |

2 - I have posited two phonological principles for justifying empty categories:

a - Licensing the non - interpreted onset by two short vowels surrounding its syllabic
position.
b - Licensing the non-interpreted nucleus by shortening the vowel preceding it.

3 - Case assignment occurs after the verb undergoes the phonological processes in ques-
tion. '

4 - All diphthongs in classical Arabic result in long vowels domain- finally .

5 - Domain - final vowel syncope is attested in both nominal and verbal forms by the same
phonological phenomena.

6 - Moving of the first vowel of a long vowel is prohibited through the governing relation
holding between the skeletal positions of both vowels.

Submitted by Supervised by \

i T WM A O‘M
Prof. Olayyaan Al-Haazemi

Laila Abdullah Ali Bawasir
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