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Abstract

Due to the development which the movement of criticism witnessed during
modernity and post — modernity stages and the critical approaches which emerged in
the Arabic critical arena using procedural ways to comprehend the literary text the
feminine criticism in the Arab land was influenced. The development of the feminine
criticism coped with the continuous advances of the diverse critical trends and
approaches, and the desire to overstep the current approaches which failed to meet the
requirements of the contemporary stage in studying and comprehending the literary
texts.

Stating from the critical discourse, it can be said that efforts made by the Arab
feminine critics are considerable. They managed to prove their existence and action in
promoting the movement of the critical development, especially the efforts of the
feminine critics in Egypt trying to crystallize a new critical vision. To the best of my
knowledge the efforts of the Arab feminine critics have not been studied adequately
but partially. Therefore, we have chosen this subject to be our study.

The researcher makes it clear that there has been no study comprehensive of the
contemporary feminine critics. Accordingly, the main purpose of the study is to tackle
the feminine achievement which has not been properly dealt with.

In the light of the authorship course of criticism by the Arab woman the
prominent role played by a group of Egyptian researches is specifically represented
by (Siza Qassim, Nabeela Ibhraheem, Huda Wassti, Amina Rasheed), hence, the title
of the study is labeled as (The literary criticism in the contemporary Egyptian
Feminine Achievement). Ndoubtedly, what connects them is the time framework
represented by the word contemporary, i.e., the period (1974-2006), and the patial
framework (Egypt). So the researcher has chosen to study this subject, its details and
features to show the nature of the critical discourse.

The researcher has chosen the word (feminine) rather than (woman) for reasons
among which are the following:

Methodological reasons concerned with studying the criticism produced by
woman. It would refer to the writings of man and woman in the field of woman
criticism.

[



The word (woman), if it is added to criticism, it will refer to the emancipation
movements - a matter which has not been adopted by the researcher.

Our study links the theoretical conceptions to the applied practices in which the
contemporary studies abound. The study will also choose samples of critical
discourse, because it is not easy to dead with the critical discourse within a single
study in a particular period of time. It will take notice of the critical interests hawing
been accomplished by the feminine writers; the opinions and objections having been
said about them in a bid to present a vision clarifying the critical stance represented
by their writings, i.e. that which concern with the critical approaches only excluding
the other critical phenomena. In this respect, there are several writings by the critics
which can not be controlled nor opened unto epistemological disciplines.

The study is dinged into preliminaries and three chapters preceded by introduction
and ended with conclusion. The preliminaries addresses the critical discourse by the
Arab woman, and goes into her critical beginnings following a consecutive course
from the pro — Islamic period through modern period.

Chapter One whose title is (The Structural Criticism in the Feminine
Achievement) includes two sections:

Section One:

It deals with the approaches to the structuralist theories, involves reading in the
structuralism: historical background, reading in the concept and terminology, sources
of structuralist criticism besides the structuralist bases.

Section Two:

It tackles the procedural applications represented by realizations: Text and its
linguistic levels, relationships and dichotomies. The study is dependent upon two
books: The novel construction — A contrastive study of the trilogy of Najeeb
Mahfoodh, and the criticism of novel from the point of view of the modern linguistic
studies. Both books are concerned with the structuralist approach and avoid being
exhausitive.
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Chapter Two whose title is (Semiotic Criticism) involves two sections:

Section One:

It goes into the semiotic theories and philosophical principles, semiotic
fundamentals the sign concept and its divisions and codes, and the contemporary

trends of semiotics.

Section Two:

It addresses the applied procedures showing the criteria of semiotic analysis which
incorporates the pro — Islamic poetry as a sample, the prose represented in the parallel
text, and inter textuality realized in the reader's book and text the sign and

significance.

Chapter Three whose title is (Narrative Criticism) has five sections:

Section One:

It touches upon the narration trends in the achieved.

Section Two:

It is concerned with time: concept, divisions and importance in the criticism.

Section Three:

It is concerned with place: limits, divisions and importance

Section Four:

It is concerned with the perspective: concept, types and importance.

Section Five:

It is concerned with the narrative applications revealed in the texts, and shows how
far the achieved is compatible with the narrative concepts especially in the book: The
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novel construction: A contrastive study of the triology of Najeeb Mahfoodh.

The study is concluded with an abstract of the most important findings reached to
the suggested approach in the study is the analytic descriptive method which has been
used to analyze the critical texts and show the most outstanding results. In the study,
we have attempted to stick to objectivity avoiding the subjective judgments as much
as possible to give a true picture of criticism produced by the woman represented by
the Egyptian woman.

The references used in the study are diverse. The importance, in the first place, is
given to the texts which have been mentioned in the achieved within the study
whether they are concerned with the authorship, or concerned with the translated texts
which we may consult when necessary.

The rest of the references involves the Arabic texts and the translated western
texts. With respect to the body of the study, it includes a group of books.





