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Abstract

Phonetic problems represent a major obstacle facing students of Arabic
language. By answering the following question: What are the phonetic
problems in the acquisition of Arabic language within Turkish natives? this
study aimed to capture phonetic problems that , particularly, face Turkish while
learning Arabic, using contrastive analysis method.

By comparing the two phonetic systems, the study found 13 Arabic
phonemes considered to be a problem. These phonemes were classified into
three levels:

1. Phonemes with high level of difficulty: (s&) /0/, () /8/, (+Uall) /6%,
() /q/, (sl /b, (cd)) /6.

2.  Phonemes with medium level of difficulty: (sWall) /t/, (sball) /s,
(Suall) /d¥/, (5)5Y) A/

3. Phonemes with low level of difficulty: (ceal)) /y/, (sW&) /x/, (3<&)) /72/.

To verify these problems, an applied study was done in Istanbul, Turkey
focusing on the phonemes with the highest difficulty level. The study sample
included 30 Turkish natives who were studying Arabic, equally divided among
male and female, and 10 native Arabic-speaking from Saudi Arabia for
comparison.

A pronunciation test was conducted to measure the ability of the sample
participants to pronounce the studied phonemes. Observation and comparison
were used to shed more light on the phonetic problems.

The data was collected directly from the sample participants, as they
were interviewed and made fully aware if the test’s mechanism. The data was,
then, recorded; using an digital recorder, and analyzed using three methods;
listening, spectral analysis; using Praat program, and statistical analysis.

The study proved that Turkish students have difficulty in the following
phonemes successively: (sWall) /3%, (sl /h/, (o) /87, (D) 5/, (<) /qg/,
(+4l') /0/. This indicates that the phonetic problems increase in the phonemes
that lack the main and the secondary place of articulation.

Moreover, unexpectedly, the study results revealed that the phonetic
problems rate is much higher among females than males, which was
unexpected and needs to be further investigated in additional researches and
studies
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