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Abstract

This research studies Imam Abu Amr ‘Uthman bin Sa‘eed Al-
Danti, highlighting his grammatical opinions. The title of the research
“Abu Amr Al-Dani, and his grammatical choices through his book:
Al-Muktafa, fi Al-Waqf wa-al-Ibtida” (translates as “The sufficient
guide for pausing and initiating”), including more than six hundred
grammatical and syntactic issues, given that the provisions of pausing
and initiating depend heavily on grammatical provisions. The study is
composed of an introduction and five sections. The introduction (and
preface) present the scholar under investigation and the relationship of
pausing and initiation with Grammar. Section | studies Abu Amr al-
Dani’s grammatical choices; Section Il, his approach to presenting
issues; Section IlI, his approach to contradiction and inference;
Section 1V, his interest in the “factor”; and finally, Section V, his
terminology and the features of his grammatical approach. The study
resulted in a number of conclusions, notably: there is a close
relationship between Grammar and pausing-initiation studies; al- Dani
was a respected grammarian, capable of wielding grammar, as evident
through his discussions and presentation of grammatical issues, and
his citation of the sayings of many scholars; he was not fanatical in
expressing his opinion, and would rather present his ideas calmly and
firmly, supported with definitive examples; his preference to the Kufic
school was evident, through his grammatical terms; his tendency to set
examples and similarities in some of the issues was clear, to clarify
and make argument easy to understand, proving to be a systematic
scholar of a high caliber; he did not tend to bring many grammatical
details when presenting an issue, but was content with what supports
his grammatical choices or his syntactic inclinations; he showed much
interest in the grammatical factor, which is the theory on which Arabic
grammar is based, during his discussions of some issues.

Keywords: Abu Amr al-Dani, grammatical choices, syntax,
grammatical issues, parsing.
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