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Abstract

This scientific study stood on [Transformations/Adaptations of Arabic Words in
Malay Language: Descriptive and Analytical Study in “Kamus Dewan”] to study the
transformations and adaptations of Arabic loanwords addressed by the researcher from
the Malaysian monolingual dictionary. The thesis has been divided into four chapters by
these following language levels; phonetic, syllabic, morphological and lexical semantic.

The extraction process to identify Arabic loanwords from “Kamus Dewan” has
gone through two stages; the first, through Matching Identical Sounds Process between
Malay and Arabic words, and the second, through Matching Identical Lexical Semantics
Process between them. This process is to ensure the authenticity of the loanwords and to
verify their attribution to the Arabic Language, and have been studied through
Transcriptional Matching Method; to detect the difference and similarity aspects between
Arabic and Malay languages, and to detect transformations and adaptations that have
occurred in those loanwords from both phonetic and syllabic levels in the first and second
chapters.

The study of morphological level in the third chapter is to detect the contributions
of Arabic loanwords and their adaptations through word formation process of Malay
Morphology in building and enriching the Malay vocabularies in three ways; affixation,
compounding and reduplication.

This thesis also presented the lexical semantic transformations of Arabic
loanwords that have religious significance in various types of semantic changes in the
fourth chapter. Therefore the study focused on the lexical semantic dimension of these
words that have changed their meanings only, and have been classified into five types;
narrowing, broadening, shift, amelioration and pejoration.

The researcher concluded at the end of this study that the Arabic loanwords in
Malay have transformed and adapted to their limit, particularly, in Malay phonetic,
syllabic and morphological levels due to the differences of the linguistic systems between
the two languages, and have become identical with the Malay language system by

preserving the meaning in most of the loanwords.
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