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“her role as Balthasar fulfills both her desire to test the nature of Bassanio’s
commitment to Antonio (perhaps that is one way of understanding why she waits so
long to pull the “no- blood” clause out of her legal hat: how far will Bassanio go to
demonstrate his love for Antonio?” Adelman, Janet 2008, Op. Cit., p. 129.
336 “conversion from Judaism to Christianity in The Merchant of Venice—at least
before Shylock’s enforced conversion in is represented as a child’s deception and
then abandonment of a father” Ibid, p. 38.
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At the beginning of my career, in 1968, just when I had come to Berkeley ... a senior
Renaissance scholar told me that Jews shouldn’t be allowed to teach Renaissance
literature because Renaissance literature was Christian literature ... I think that it was
provoked by the spectacle of yet another Jew—and a woman to boot—coming to teach
his literature in a department already littered with Jews” Ibid, p. 1.
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“He makes himself into exactly the bloodthirsty, invidious, devilish, vengeful,
doglike, and scripture-wresting Jew that the Christians expect him to be”. Gross ,
Kenneth , Op. Cit., p. 77
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" Shylock’s hatred is a mirror of Christian hatred; he shows that hatred in its ferocity
and its arbitrariness. Equally or more unsettling is that his performance shows us the
glee that can inform such postures of hatred”. Ibid, 2006, p. 77
30 Marlowe, Christopher 2003, The Jew of Malta, Dover Publication Inc., U.S.A.
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Similarities and Differentials in The Merchant of Venice by William
Shakespeare and Shylock AlJadeed by Ali Ahmed Bakatheer
A Comparative-Intertextual study
Asma Mohamed Al-Jamal
Supervised by: Dr.Mohamed Al-Shahat
Arabic Language Department, College of Arts & Sciences

Abstract

Ego cannot be defined without the “Other” and vice versa. The
relation between Ego and the “Other” differs from place to place and from
era to era; consequently the nature of their relation varies in terms of
explicitness or implicitness, parity or subordination, spontaneity or
manipulation according to the extent of the respective influence and
affectivity. This is not limited by the definition, extent and relation of the
“Other” with the “Ego”, knowing that the frames of the “Other” are
determined with reference to the “Ego” representing the geographical,
historical, cognitive and cultural limits of the “Other”. In this regard,
comparative literature studies are an important method used to reveal the
limits, relations, links and elements of the mutual influence between the
“Ego” and the “Other”; especially if they are tested by a literary
phenomenon with cultural dimensions which is the “intertextuality”
concept considered as a critical strategy drawing the limits of literary,
cultural and civilizational correlation between one theatrical text and
another.

Therefore, this study tackles the aspects of harmony and difference
between the plays of The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare
(1564-1616) and Shylock AlJadeed by Ali Ahmed Bakatheer (1910-1969)
from the comparative intertextuality study point of view; within a frame
connected by the mutual influence and affectivity and restricted by the
similarity and difference between the two plays.

In this study, Theater, Intertextuality and Comparative Literature
are closely related. In view of the foregoing and in consideration of the
thesis supported in the study namely the distinctive perspective against
the plurality and difference in the points of view; the researcher had to
establish a conceptual system including the previous three elements
(Comparative Literature, Intertextuality, and Theater). This system
consists of several strategies and various reading mechanisms to establish
a comparative and coherent reading and a systematic critical practice to
study The Merchant of Venice and Shylock AlJadeed. Accordingly, the

e
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research has started with a multi-themed theoretical chapter tackling the
nature of the comparative studies followed by the intertextuality along
with determining the extent and nature of similarities between them; In
this chapter, the theater embodies the concept of (influence and
affectivity) requiring elements that inform the conscious with sending and
receiving processes. A practical chapter follows the theoretical one
tackling in its various themes the plays of Shakespeare and Bakatheer
including aesthetic and cultural techniques and concepts; as such this
comparative studying would become an effective conceptual method used
to understand and determine the features of both plays.

In my opinion, this kind of study contributes to the enrichment of
comparative and cultural studies that motivate the Arab Gulf literary
thesis, when it could be armed with a high objectivity and a cultural-
critical approach, because it deals with our Arab literature that produces
multiple social and cultural issues.

Key Words: Comparative Literature, Intertextuality, Theater, William
Shakespeare, Ali Ahmed Bakatheer.
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