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FABLES IN ARABIC PROSE IN THE FIFTH CENTURY OF HIJRA

By
Susan Naeem Asaad Hilo
Supervisor
Dr. Salah Jarrar

.( T .( Y .( Y Abstract

This study sheds light on fables in Arabic in the fifth century of Hijra.
These fables are either carried over from previous centuries and ages or were
written in the same century and were influenced by the events that took place
then. Such events justify the emergence of these stories, their contents and the
criticism directed at the age and its people.

The thesis focuses on two axes. The first one defines fables and identifies
its kinds in ancient Arabic and world literature in general. In the second one, I
traced its emergence till the end of the fourth century of Hijra. I also briefly touch
upon the circumstances in the fifth century and the reasons why this era was
filled with animal stories as well as the

In its analysis of fables in the fifth century of Hijra, the study uses the
methodology of "Knowledge Amalgamation." This method uses different schools
of knowledge, but mostly it depends on social and symbolic analysis.

The thesis reaches the conclusion that there are three different types of
animal stories in ancient literature. There are myths through which human beings
explained natural phenomena as well as animal features and behaviors. Such
stories came forth because of humanistic and ethjcal visions and critical
viewpoints.

This evolved into two genres of animal stories: fables and animal epics. In both
these genres, human logic is the active agent behind the animal masks, and
sometimes even behind plants or inanimate objects. Here, the storytellers present their
critical viewpoint and thought. The former genre preceded the latter but it led to its
emergence and made use of its artistic features and benefited the epic genre.
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Arabic literature was able to add to these two prosaic genres. The first was
. the product of the Jahili Age and the outcome of the views of people about
animals and their behaviors and how that in turn reflected feelings of tribal
' prejudice in people as well as their tendency towards personal pride. The Arabic
- tales were called "The Pride of Animals" since animal characters usually stand
proud of themselves and they recount their features and boast about their good
;j points. They even attack other animals verbally and degrade them.

The second genre had its origin in the book "Kalila Wa Domnah." The
point of difference lies in the fact that the new genre changed the short prose
~ tales that were many in number into one long prose tale that tackles one subject
| despite having many characters and many branching events. The first of these
- tales that came into our hands is "The Tiger and the Fox" by Sahel Ben Haron.

Animal stories in the fifth century of Hijra showed brilliance in narration,
- inspiration and creativity. Some of these stories managed to absorb the animal
| stories carried over from previous ages. Abu Al Ala'a Al Ma'ari wrote some of
these stories . Of these, we received some fables and one long prose animal tale
- which Is considered a huge leap in the art of animal story telling. This is due to
the fact that a lot of the author's own knowledge, culture and personal efforts in
~ the Arabic language.

The circumstances and the vents that took place in this century are the
. reason why it is filled with so many animal stories. Most of the received prose
~ tales are classified as "fables" which are highly critical ofcv political and social
aspects. As for animal prose tales written by Abu Al Ala'a Al Ma'ari, these are
mostly critical and thought provoking as they reflect the events of the century
and its conflicts.
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