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Abstract

The Imam Al Shafii, God bless him, is a knowledgeable authority on the
Arabic language, a scholar of Arabic dialects and their poetry, and of
Koranic interpretation; in fact, it has been said that he is a language by
himself, and that people come to listen to this language, rather than to his
philology.

Perhaps this piece of research will reveal that Al Shafl i had ideas about
language which can be considered as a manifestation of the breadth of the
Arabic language, with respect to the debate and the building of the
syntactic and linguistic bases, in spite of the fact that he was not living
during the period of linguistic debate. It does not prejudice the matter that
he had his own formulations or terminology to express his philological art
and communicate it to those who sought it.

We cannot deny that some of these ideas do not conform with the
principles of the language, for example, his notions concerning: yusawwiy,
yastathal, 7a9zab, and other problems dealt with in this piece of research.
Further examples treated here include the valid inflection of ?inna and
kaana, the vocative, the demonstrative pronoun not followed by an
attribute or asyndetic relative clause, the defining of genitive number
according to its countability, and sentences that can be desinentialized, as
well as evidence which we find in his writings in support of the Basra or the
Kufa schools or other syntacticians.

We do not agree with those who consider these ideas as mistakes or
solecism in Arabic; rather, we are suggesting that these ideas should be
kept among the resources of syntax and the language as they present an
aspect of the Arabic language.
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