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ABSTRACT

Abeer Jawdat, Master in Arabic Language & Literature.
January 2023

Title: Environmental Criticism and Literary Theory; A

Study in Contemporary Arabic Narrative Models
Advisor: Dr. Mohammad Mostafa Saleem

This study aims to identify the theory of the environment and its
philosophical and intellectual origin, its intersections with literary theory,
and the possibility of adopting theory in Arabic literature, because of its
literary heritage rich in environmental components. which have been
associated with it since the inception of pre-Islamic poetry, according to a
new critical path (environmental criticism) in an attempt to understand
literary texts with an environmental critical view.

The study brings together the inherent ideologies and philosophies
rooted in environmental thought and ethics in some of those texts, which
show the understanding of the relationships between humans among
themselves, and between humans and non-humans. This view is an
endeavor to solve an environmental, moral and ethical crisis, which
incorporates a perspective on ethnicity, class, race and environmental
hegemony. The latter is primarily based on the culture of consumption, and
technological substitution, hence the selected Arab applied models for
environmental discourse analysis indicate an important intersection
between literary theory on the one hand, and environmental criticism on
the other. This was best expressed by the cultural and implicit lesson in
Saoud Al-Sanousi's Fi'rat Omi Hessa (Mother Hessa's Mice, 2005), and
embodied by the post-colonial perspective and writing back in Mourid
Barghouti 's Ra'ayt Ramallah (I Saw Ramallah, 2000), and confirmed by
environmental feminism in Samiha Khreis' Khashkhash, 1978). This is all
done according to a method that mixes criticism of criticism and
environmental criticism.

Keywords: environmental criticism, environmental literary criticism,
cultural criticism, postcolonialism, feminist criticism.
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