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ABSTRACT
AL-Muhassen IThen Ali AL-Tanukhi, his Life and
an Analytical Study of his Literary Work.
BY
Salwa Abdul-Fattah. Darweesh
Under the Supervision of

Professor Mahmood Ibraheem

In this stady which is on AL- Muhassen AL- Tanukhi, the first chapter
dealt with Abbaseed caliphate in the fourth century after Hijra, and the changes that
happened to it. The caliphate started to become unstable. The Turks dominated the

affairs of the state and chaos prevailed.

In this century, the lands of Islamic Caliphate where divided into sever-
al small states, and only Iraq remained under the rule of the Caliphate. As a result of
this unrest, the whole country,and particulary Baghdad, was destroyed, looted,
convoves were attacked and chaos took place. Then the Bowihes took over the rule
of Iraq, became the rulers without caliphate, and established hereditary rule. Adud
Al- Dawla tried to influence the caliph to marry his.daughter, with the hope that the
caliphate would tum to them from the Abbaseed. Also this century had been charac-
terised by the enormous property confiscation practised by the rulers in order w0
meet the requirements of their exravagance. The minister was of high importance in
the government and certain qualified ministers took office, such as Iben AL-
Ameed, and AL- Sahib Iben Abbad, and AL- Hassan Iben AL - Muhalabi. Writng,
and scientifc publications, in different disciplins expanded. and writers were impor-
tant among the caliph's aids. Princes and regional rulers and the sultans of Boweih

has writers to help them in goverment affairs and they were masters of rhetoric,
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In this century distinguished thoughts appeared, translations and scien-

tific publications expanded in many subjeets. Public, and private libraries helped
this scientific work. In this scientific atmosphere, AL- Muhassen AL- Tanukhi was
born in a family that was known in science and literature. His father was well
versed in many different sciences, and was a companion to the ministers.AL- Mu-
hassen AL- Tanukhi was brought up in two wealthy atmospheres: science and
-knowledge. One 1s that of his family, and the other is of the society. He recieved
his education under able scientists. At the age of twenty he worked as a judge and
continued working in this capacity until his death.During his life, he was exposed
to hardships which he indicated in his books. His ranch was confiscated by the
minister Mohammed Iben AL- Abbass, and Adod AL- Dawla fired him from his
job.

The second cahpter includes AL- Tanukhi three books, namely : Nish-
war AL- Muhadara, AL- Fargj Bae'd AL- Shida, and AL- Mustajad min faglat AL-
Ajwad. Nishwar AL- Muhadara is the most renouned of his books. It contains
eleven volumes, with a special introduction for each. Only eight volumes are aviala-
ble. Four original, and the other four were collected by the reviewer from certain
books which copied from AL- Nishwar. AL- Nishwar is an all binding document
of life in the fourth century in Iraq, and its neighboring countries, written in a high
literary style wich the reader can detect. AL- Tanukhi mastered the language well,
and he steers it with ease. we see Al- Tanukhi meeting us with his nice words in
the long introduction of AL - Nishware, in which he shows that he did not organ-
ise the book in a specific style for reasons he mentioned, then he goes on to present
event after event, and story after story giving us valuable information about life in
his era. He did not leave a profession or handcraft but talked about its occupants.
Judges had a big share of stories. As for folk stories it took a place in this book,

and he showed us through it some customes of the people, their beliefs and celebra-
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rions and their struggle for sake of life. AL- Tanukhi also spoke in this book on the
atanasd statemen and he showed us live pictures abuut their thoughis and

P

behaviors.

As for AL- Faraj Baed AL- Shida, he composed it after the hardships
he suffered, so that it can be condolence to all with a grieve. In this book he re-
sorted to classification starting it by relating what God Almighty told in the Quran
of mentioning ease after hard ship and testing . AL- Tanukhi mentioned prophets
hardships. Then he mentioned people who were exposed to sufferings which God
saved them from it. The book included valuable information about his era and oth-
er Arab eras, because it was not specific 1o a certain time. These information
touched upon different aspects of life, i.e. Political, social, cultural, and economic.
AL- Tanukhi showed ability in describing situations and viewpoints. He mixed

poetry and prose as it was followed by other writers of his time.

The last of AL- Tanukhi's books is AL- Mustajad minfeal AL- Ajwad,
in which he presented stories about generous people in Jahilya and Islam. He was
not only interested in generosity, but he presentediimages of spiritual generosity,
generosity of soles and of traits. He included clever answers to questions and they
‘were appraised as other doings have been appraised, and the pogtry mixed in it with
prose.

In the third chapter Tanukhi's style in writing his three books was dis-
cussed. His style was devoid of complexity, simple in statements. To certain extent
he ook the characterisics of his contemporary writers. He took from them the idea
of collecting stories and writing them, but he wrote his stories in a book special for

them and in high literary work.
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