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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a close treatment of the literature
of Jihad (Holy War) in Andalusia in Almoravid era. It
corsists of six chapters, the first of which is a
gencral survey, by way of introduction, of the political,
social and intellectual features of the period. A
special examination of the nental life, and the histori-
cal and scientific evidences that have come down to us
show that the views describing the period as being one
of a cultural and civilizational retreat aere refutable.

The second chapter deals with the Almoravids’
conception of Jihad and the attitudes of the Muslim men
of law towards it. One may conclude from the historical
and Judicial documents exhibited in this chapter, and
from the role that the Andalusian jurists played in the
conflict between Muglims and Christians in Andalusia,
that the Almoravid dynasty was interested primarily in
defending Islam and Muslims against Spanish agression.

The inflnence of the subject of Jihad upon both
poetry and fine prose is examined in the third chapter.
It appeared that such influences affected all literary
genres and themes, Jihad had provided and enriched
some literary subjects such as the appeals for help, the
description of armies, weapons and battles, and other

subjects.

The fourth chapter deals with those literary
works pertaining to the major political events that
occurred in the Almoravid era, with an attempt to
examine how these literary writings reflected the Muslim
feelings towards their victories and retreats.

The fifth chapter is an attempt to point out the
ideal characteristics of the Muslim heroic ideal as well
as the image of the enemies as reflected in this

literature.

The last chapter outlines the technical charac-
teristics of the literature of Jihad in this era and

attempts to give an assessment of it.
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