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ABSTRACT
A Study of Tawfiq zayyad’s Literary Works

By
Osama Hatim Shahin
Supervisor

Hashem Yaghi

in the altermath of the Palestinian calamity Palestinian literature
attracted public attention. Many Palestinian poets and literary figures have
strived to convince the world at large of the righteousness of the Palestinian
question which has consumed much of their thought and interest. Such
poets have sincerely devoted much of their poetry and hiterary writing to
shed some light on the Palestinian issue and to serve its purposes.
However, the subsequent events which occurred in Palestine and the Arab
world ai large contributed to the appearance of a group of poets and men of
letters inside the occupied territories in Palestine who differ from the other
Arab co;ltelnporary writers in the sense that such writers have suffered
under the grave consequences of the Israeli occupation of Palestine and
they have resisted it by all means available. Such Palestinian poets and
literary figures have devoted their art for the sake of their just and right
cause if the, elated hope of changing the harsh and desperate present
situation in Palestine. Moreover, most of these Palestinian writers have

been influenced by the various international Jiberation movements that took
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place in different parts of the world and which called for the extrication of

oppression, occupation and tyranny.

Most of these Palestinian literary figures are Marxists and advocates
of the literary school “Neo-Realism”. Therefore, it is not surprising that
such Palestinian writers have far excelled their contemporary writers.
These Palestinian writers have looked with aspiring eyes towards other
oppressed and struggling nations which have obtained their independence
and (reedom through various liberation movements and have looked upon
“the Palestinian cause as an Arab issue rather than a Palestinian one, (hus,
(hey were able to make it transcend its regionalism and appear as an
international isste. Among thesc literary figures was the outstanding and

prominent poet, critic Tawliq Zayyad who is the subject of our study.

This study aims to shed some light on Zayyad’s complete works, his
poetry and prose 10’ highlight the main issues and themes which he tackled
in his poetry, fiction, essays and literary criticism in the elated hope to find
oul to what extent he complies with the precepts of “Neo-Realism™. The
study aspires to analyze his art in terms of both form and content to present
Zayyad as a poet, literary figure and a critic.

The study comprises a preface, two chapters and a conclusion. The

preface is an introductory discussion of Zayaad’s private life and thought

and their apparent influence on the depiction of his character as a political
and a literary figure.

The first chapter is a scrupulous analysis of Zayyad’s poetry and its
themes regardless of its chronological order. This chapter analyzes

Zayyad’s poetry in terms of artistry and poetic form.
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The second chapter also presents Zayyad’s theory of constructive
literary criticism,

Finally, the conclusion is a brief summary of the results of the study
and it also endeavours to present Zayyad as a prominent Palestinian poet,

short story writer, essayist, and a literary critic.
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